
Fort Bend County, Texas 

Overview:  The Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service is a unique educational agency with a statewide network 

of professional educators, trained volunteers, and county offices. It reaches into every Texas county to address 

local priority needs. Some of our major efforts are in mitigating drought impacts; conserving water use in 

homes, landscapes, and production agriculture; improving emergency management; enhancing food security; 

and protecting human health through education about diet, exercise, and disease prevention and management. 

AgriLife Extension demonstrates the latest technology and best practices to improve the state’s food and fiber 

system which serves all Texas consumers and contributes nine percent of the gross domestic product. Texas 4-

H, our primary youth program, engages some 600,000 youth every year in learning projects, leadership develop-

ment, and community service. Collaborative programs enable extension educators and their partners to extend 

resources and prevent duplication of services. In total, Extension personnel and Extension-trained volunteers 

achieved nearly 23 million direct teaching contacts, including distance education via the Web. 

Vision: Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service will be the leader in providing science-based information & solu-

tions in agriculture and health to every Texan. 

Mission: Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service works daily to make Texas better by providing innovative solu-

tions at the intersection of agriculture, natural resources, youth, and health, thereby improving the well-being of 

individuals, families, businesses, and communities through education and service. 

Quick Facts—Statewide:  - Established: 1915  

    - Number of direct teaching contacts: almost 23 million in FY 2015 

    - Number of volunteers supporting Extension programs: 96,794 

    - Number of counties with an Extension office: 250 

    - FY 2020 operating budget: $164 million including county funds 

Quick Facts– Fort Bend: - First County Extension Agent (Farm Advisor) hired in 1912 

    - Number of direct/indirect teaching contacts: 21,470/61,904 in FY 2020 

    - Number of volunteers/master volunteers: 1,167/318, FTEs = $1,808,727.12 

    - Thirty-two 4-H Clubs, 357 members, 70 adult leader, 85 youth leaders 

    - Project Areas: Tech/Engineering=38; Biological Sciences= 402; Plant Science=321; 

       Livestock Validations = 254; and Major Show entries = 250 



2021 Texas Speaks Results– Fort Bend Co. Texas 

Rank % of Votes # of Votes AGRICULTURE & NATURAL RESOURCES – ISSUE TITLES 

1 41 107 Composting, Reducing & Recycling Consumer Goods 

2 40 103 Helping Households Reduce Water 

3 38 100 Protecting Natural Habits 

4 37 95 Assisting Local Governments With Land Use Decisions 

5 35 91 Protecting Freshwater Resources (rivers, lakes, springs & reservoirs) 

6 35 90 Controlling Invasive Plants, Animals & Insects 

Rank % of Votes # of Votes FAMILY COMMUNITY HEALTH – ISSUE TITLES 

1 45 118 Reducing Obesity Through Educational Programs 

2 44 115 Helping Consumers Make Healthy Food Choices 

3 40 105 Addressing Mental Health Issues 

4 39 101 Preventing Chronic Diseases 

5 36 94 Building Healthier Families 

Rank % of Votes # of Votes YOUTH – ISSUE TITLES 

1 43 111 Getting More Adults Involved in Mentoring Youth 

2 40 104 Teaching Healthy Relationship Skills to Teens 

3 38 99 Strengthen Workforce Readiness 

4 37 97 Providing Physical Fitness Education 

5 36 94 Helping Youth Development Leadership, Citizenship & Other Life Skills 

What is Texas Speaks?  The practice of issue identification was previously conducted in person and within each 

county every four years through a process called TCFF (Texas Community Futures Forum).  This past year (2020) 

it was decided to conduct an online survey entitled Texas Speaks.  This online survey allowed for greater engage-

ment of Texas citizens that may have not been reached through the previous TCFF method. This new process in-

volved the support of Extension agents to engage with key stakeholders in each of their counties and encour-

age distribution of the survey through these relationships within their community. These outreach efforts are both 

historically relevant,  but also immediately necessary for the success and continued relationship building. 

Results!  The results of this statewide survey may be found at https://texasspeaks.tamu.edu/visualizations. For three 

of the four visualizations you are able to filter/sort on a number of factors. The filters available are on the right side 

of the visualization. You can select and/or deselect any filter to show data you want to see. For example, deselect-

ing ‘All’ and selecting a specific region will show the data for that region. Selecting ‘All’ again will return the data 

to a statewide view.  

Fort Bend County Results: In FBC nearly 300 individuals took part in 

Texas Speaks that ended in May, 2021.  The results below represents all 

education levels as well as professional trades/licenses, all ages from <18 

to >85 years of age, & all income levels from <$10K to >$150K. The ta-

ble lists the rankings, voting stats. and title of each major issue. 

Fort Bend County, TX  
Founded – 1837  

County Seat – Richmond  
Total Area – 875 sq. mi., 562,560 acres  

Population – 811,688 (2020)  
High School Graduates: 88.5% 

College Educated: 41.4% 
Average Household Income: $119,536 

Texas A&M AgriLife Extension provides equal opportunities in its programs and employment to all persons regardless of race, color, sex, religion, national origin, 
disability, age, genetic information, veteran status, sexual orientation, or gender identity.  Individuals with disabilities who require an auxiliary aid, service or accom-

modation in order to participate in any Extension activities are encouraged to contact the Fort Bend County Extension Office at 281-342-3034 for assistance five work-
ing days prior to activity.  The Texas A&M University System, U.S. Department of Agriculture, and the County Commissioners Courts of Texas cooperating. 

https://texasspeaks.tamu.edu/visualizations

