
ESSENTIAL INDUSTRY PROTECTION

•	 Commissioner Miller has worked directly with USDA Secretary Sonny Perdue to cut 
through red tape and get federal action for Texas agriculture producers.

•	 Commissioner Miller successfully petitioned Governor Abbott and USDA Secretary 
Sonny Perdue asking for Agriculture to be listed as an essential industry.

•	 Commissioner Miller also signed and posted an official letter authorizing those 
engaged in the agriculture industry to travel as needed to continue business unim-
peded.  Commissioner Miller’s letter has been requested across the state and has 
been vital to the continuation of agriculture production. The designation includes 
agricultural workers and/or food production workers, nursery and landscape work-
ers, florists, and pesticide and herbicide applicators.  The letter can be found here. 

•	 TDA has reported daily to the Governor’s office and the Emergency Operations 
Center regarding concerns and needs of the agriculture industry, rural hospitals 
and businesses.

AGRICULTURE & RURAL BUSINESS

•	 TDA helped facilitate keeping the powdered milk export market open. Almost 100 dairies were facing a complete shut down because 
of a delay of up to six weeks in obtaining a “Certificate of Free Sale.” TDA worked cooperatively with another state agency to resolve 
the problem in just 24 hours.

•	 Delivered vital sanitizing items to our TDA export facilities so that the Mexican veterinarians can continue to work out of our export 
pens, which is critical vital for Texas businesses. TDA has also worked with USDA officials to facilitate getting U.S. veterinarians to our 
import facilities along the border.

•	 TDA continues to work with many local producers and farmers markets to keep them open during the pandemic in order to give them 
an economic boost and ensure fresh fruits and vegetables remain available to consumers.

SCHOOL MEALS 
As the state agency responsible for the management and oversight of the federal school meal programs in Texas, TDA oversees over 5 
million meals each school day for Texas schoolchildren. When the pandemic struck, TDA responded quickly so that schools faced with 
long term closures could still provide this needed meals.

•	 The TDA Food & Nutrition Division is in constant contact with federal agencies, state partners and Texas schools regarding implemen-
tation of the National School Lunch and Breakfast Programs. 
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Created in 1907, the Texas Department of Agriculture’s mission is to regulate, serve and promote the Texas agriculture 
industry as well as protect Texas consumers. From inspecting eggs and grain warehouses to regulating all 

pesticides and opening overseas markets for Texas ag products, TDA is here for Texas farmers and ranchers. We 
protect consumers by ensuring accuracy of scales, price verification and farm food safety inspections. We are also 
responsible for implementing the federal school lunch and school breakfast programs here in Texas.  But just like you, 
thanks to COVID-19, we’ve had to learn new ways of doing business. Here are just a few ways that we’ve responded to 
this emergency so we can continue our mission of serving you.
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•	 TDA successfully requested from the USDA 28 waivers of federal regulations so that 
Texas schools and other providers could continue to serve meals to those who need 
them most. These waivers allowed the following:

▸ Allowing parents to pick up meals without eligible children present
▸ Options for bulk meal feeding
▸ Meal pattern substitutions
▸ Multiple meals in a single pick-up
▸ Reimbursement for meals provided on weekends

•	 Approved the opening of more than 5,000 COVID-19 feeding sites across Texas. 

•	 TDA also supported schools by creating a meal site closure checklist covering a 
range of considerations for a school or organization choosing to close a site, as well 
as a document providing guidance on how to support workforce management during COVID-19. 

•	 TDA has also collaborated with the Texas Education Agency to develop a website to help Texans find school meals in their area. To 
learn more visit TxSchools.org

•	 In partnership with the Baylor Collaborative on Hunger and Poverty, TDA is working to support meal delivery to nearly 1,000,000 
students. The meals are targeted to rural schools that are closed due to COVID-19. The Meals-to-You program will provide shelf-stable, 
easily prepared, kid-friendly meals to students during unexpected school closures lasting four weeks or longer to eligible families at 
no cost. Visit the Meals-To-You website for more information.

•	 For the most recent updates related to school nutrition during this emergency, visit the Square Meals website. 

EMERGENCY FEEDING
TDA administers commodity food programs to ensure families can receive food assistance during a disaster. Programs are aimed at 
providing shelf stable USDA-purchased American foods to impacted Texans.

•	 TDA worked with USDA to expedite 51.7 million pounds of USDA food shipments to Texas Food Banks. 

•	 TDA launched Disaster Household Distribution (DHD) to 41 targeted Texas counties with food chains severely impacted by COVID-19. 
The program provides food to Texans through Food Banks.

•	 Through TDA’s Emergency Food Assistance Program (TEFAP), Food Bank partners have and will continue to distribute food packages 
to low-income families. An estimated additional $36 million was allocated to Texas during COVID-19 as part of the federal CARES act. 

•	 In coordination with the Texas Health & Human Services Commission (HHSC), TDA is implementing “P-SNAP” (the Pandemic Supple-
mental Nutrition Assistance Program), a direct food benefit to more than 3.5 million eligible Texas children. The funding was autho-
rized as part of the federal CARES act. 

•	 TDA continues to provide schools guidance on how to donate leftover food to Food Banks and other charitable organizations. 

RURAL HOSPITALS
TDA manages the State Office of Rural Health (SORH), a division dedicated to supporting rural hospitals and clinics as well as the 
communities they serve. 

•	 Commissioner Miller successfully secured $90,000 per hospital in federal funding for over 130 Texas rural hospitals that applied the 
funding to help keep their doors open during this crisis.

•	 Commissioner Miller requested that Governor Abbott provide an additional $40 million in state funds for all rural hospitals facing 
imminent closure due to the COVID-19.

•	 Worked with CBS News and 60 Minutes to highlight TDA and Commissioner Miller’s efforts to combat the plight faced by rural hospi-
tals in Texas.
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DELIVERY OF MEDICAL SUPPLIES

•	 Commissioner Miller assigned dedicated TDA staff to assist rural communities and 
hospitals acquire much-needed medical supplies like masks, personal protective 
equipment (PPE) and hand sanitizer.

•	 Assisted the Texas Organization of Rural and Community Hospitals (TORCH) in consol-
idating the bulk purchase and delivery of over 700 gallons of hand sanitizer to rural 
hospitals.

•	 TDA Regional Office staff have been personally delivering masks and PPE to rural hos-
pitals and community organizations in the Panhandle area and elsewhere on behalf 
of the Texas Division of Emergency Management. 

SUPPLY CHAIN PROTECTION

•	 Created a task force of food service distributors and commercial processors to assess supply chain challenges and strategize how to 
aid their work with entities contracting with TDA during COVID-19.

•	 Worked to eliminate or suspend regulations that got in the way of ensuring consumer access to goods and services, including pack-
aging regulations that delayed access to products like eggs and toilet paper.  This allowed eggs meant for commercial or restaurant 
distribution to be sold directly to consumers; and toilet paper bound for Mexico – with Spanish-only labeling – to be sold here in U.S.

SOCIAL DISTANCING & COVID-19 ADJUSTMENTS

•	 Commissioner Miller ordered almost all 600 TDA employees to begin working work from home in mid-March. He closed five regional 
offices and two laboratories around the state as well and directed those employees to begin teleworking. 

•	 TDA suspended all international and non-essential travel for TDA employees.

•	 TDA canceled or rescheduled in-person ag inspections due to the COVID-19 concerns. TDA regional inspectors were redirected to, 
instead, focus on helping their communities respond to this crisis by delivering supplies, etc.

•	 Extended grant deadlines for specialty crop producers and small businesses impacted by the pandemic and extended the applica-
tion deadline for recognition in TDA’s Family Land Heritage program.

•	 TDA’s Trade and Business Development Division has created an online (Google Doc) resource document with a vast array of COVID-19 
related assistance for business from state, federal and industry sources. This document has proven very helpful for businesses in this 
crisis.

DESPITE COVID-19 . . . TEXAS AGRICULTURE STILL MATTERS!

•	 TDA has maintained 100% constituent service at its headquarters and regional offices despite operating with a skeleton crew. 

•	 Launched the Texas Industrial Hemp Licensing Program to kick off and begin oversight of Texas’s new hemp industry.

•	 Completed initial production and premiered “Texas Agriculture Matters”, a new weekly show on RFD-TV hosted by Commissioner Miller 
and broadcast to 52 million households nationwide.

“With patience and prayer, we will make it through this 
crisis because we are Texans. We’ve had our share of  dust 
storms, tornados, hurricanes, drought, and famine, and 
we’ve withstood the test.We will again. When we get back 
to business, it will be with the Texas swagger and pride 
that comes with living in the Lone Star State.”

Commissioner Sid Miller
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