
The Fort Bend Beekeepers Association meets on the second Tuesday of the month (except December) at 7:00 pm in Fort 
Bend County’s “Bud” O’Shieles Community Center, 1330 Band Rd., Rosenberg, Texas.  Visitors (and new members) are 
always welcome (membership dues are $5.00 for the calendar year).  Our first meeting for 2015 will be Tuesday, January 
13.  The Association provides coffee and lemonade for meeting refreshments while members volunteer to bring snacks.   
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tion.  A maximum of 20 acres, 
comes under this exemption, so on-
ly a portion of larger tracts can be 
appraised for beekeeping.  Each 
appraisal district sets how many 
hives are necessary, depending on 
the size of the tract and the area’s 
climate and resources.  The taxable 
value of property appraised for bee-
keeping is calculated based on the 
commercial value of its potential 
honey production. 

Property currently in agricultural 
use can be appraised for beekeep-
ing.  If property is taxed at its mar-
ket value, it must have been in agri-
cultural use for five years before 
it’s taxable value can be lowered.  
Appraisal districts require records 
of some form to make this conver-
sion.  Also understand that ag-use 
taxation is a deferral and if property 
loses its agricultural exemption, 
five years of back taxes come due. 

Ask a dozen beekeepers... 

Here is this month’s Q (from one of 
our members) and an A: 

 Q:  What is the scoop on proper ty 
tax exemption for beekeeping? 

An A:  Proper ty taxes are assessed 
based on either its market value or, 
under specific circumstances, its use.  
Lower taxable value means a lower 
tax bill.  In 2011 the Texas legislature 
passed (and the governor signed) a 
law making beekeeping an agricultur-
al use for open space property tax ap-
praisal.  A landowner’s tax liability 
may be significantly reduced by this 
statute since land’s taxable value as 
“bee pasture” would likely be far less 
than its market value.  Since each ap-
praisal district interprets the statute 
independently, you should visit with 
the agricultural-use appraiser at your 
Central Appraisal District for a defini-
tive answer to your question.  Here 
are a few basic facts that can help 
guide your conversation. 

Land qualifies for this property tax 
treatment when it is used to “raise or 
keep bees for pollination or for the 
production of human food or other 
tangible products”.  The law states 
that the food or products must have 
commercial value, but must not nec-
essarily be sold commercially. Fur-
ther, the landowner can lease property 
for beekeeping, so actually owning or 
managing bee hives is not required.    

The statute limits this valuation to 
property of five to twenty acres.  If 
the property includes a homestead, 
one acre is usually attributed to the 
home site.  If the total acreage minus 
the homestead is less than five acres, 
it is ineligible for beekeeping valua-

cluding such things as baked goods, 
candy, nuts, herbs, cucumber pick-
les, mustard, etc.  It excluded any 
food that required refrigeration after 
preparation.  Other aspects of the 
Cottage Food Law include require-
ments to obtain a food handler’s 
permit from a state accredited pro-
gram and to label the food as pre-
pared in a home kitchen.  Individu-
als must sell the product personally; 
internet, mail order or third-party 
sales aren’t allowed under the law.  
The Texas Beekeeper’s Association 
believes a stand-alone bill is needed 
for the hobby beekeeper and passed 
a resolution to that affect at its an-
nual meeting in November.  The 
TBA Legislative Committee is pur-
suing a law similar to the one in 
Oklahoma. 

Ray Smaistrla introduced Bruce 
Davis, who presented a detailed 
program on home mead making.  
The basic requirements are honey, 
water and yeast, but those are only 
the basics.  Bruce provided a 7-page 
handout covering all aspects of 
mead making, including specific 
directions for Dry Mead, Medium 
Mead and Sweet Mead.  He patient-
ly answered questions from the au-
dience concerning sources of yeast 
and yeast nutrients.  

The meeting closed with a couple 
of important announcements (see 
the related articles).  Our second 
annual Super Painting Contest will 
be in March 2015.  Also, officer 
elections will be held in January.  
Both President and Vice-President 
incumbents will be leaving their 
posts.  Members interested in any of 
the officer slots should volunteer as 
soon as possible.     

November Meeting Notes 

Fifty-one members and guests 
signed the roster at our last meeting 
for 2014.  Members donated 22 
door prizes for the meeting so 
Christmas came early for lots of 
beekeepers.  Thanks to the donors 
and congratulations to the winners. 

Sharon Moore provided handouts 
and led a discussion about her at-
tempts to legalize hobbyists who 
produce honey and sell the surplus.  
The Texas Cottage Food Law 
seemed at first look to be the proper 
place to include honey, although it 
was not part of the original law in 
2011.  The law covered home-
prepared foods that are not consid-
ered “potentially hazardous”  in-



Refreshments Sign Up and Swarm Call List 

Our Association (thanks to B. Bohus) provides coffee and 
lemonade and members volunteer to bring a snack or 
dessert to the monthly meetings.  At our January meeting, 
volunteers can sign up to provide refreshments for our 
2015 meetings.   

We’ll also pass around a swarm call list that will be used 
to direct folks that contact our organization to members 
that capture swarms or do cutouts or those that want free 
bees.  We’ll also use it to find a home for bees trapped as 
a service to our communities. 

Super Painting Contest 

Our Second Annual Super Painting Contest will be judged 
at our March meeting.  Decorated shallow or medium su-
pers (8 or 10 frame) can be entered in one of three catego-
ries:  KIDS (through 12 years), TEENS (age 13 to 19), 
and ADULTS (20 and older).  Winners will be determined 
by member ballot and announced at the meeting.  In addi-
tion to awards, winners get bragging rights for a whole 
year. 

Dues Are Due 

Membership dues for the Fort Bend Beekeepers Associa-
tion are $5.00 for the calendar year.  All member dues for 
2015 are now due.  Don’t forget to stash a five dollar bill 
in your wallet and get your dues paid at our January meet-
ing.   

Our member rosters and mailing lists show who has not 
yet paid dues by their names being in italics.  Of course 
everyone’s name is that way at our first meeting of the 
year, but if you don’t get this chore done, your name will 
show up in dreaded italics on our member roster. 

Elections 

At our November meeting, Gene deBons was appointed to 
head a nominating committee for the election of officers.  
Gene will report on the committee’s slate of nominees at 
our January meeting.  We will be voting after additional 
nominations from the floor.  If you are interested in 
serving as an officer, please let Gene know. 

Educational programs of the Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service are open to all 
people without regard to race, color, religion, sex, national origin, age, disability, 
genetic information or veteran status. Persons with disabilities who plan to attend this 
meeting and who may need auxiliary aid or services are required to contact Texas 
A&M AgriLife Extension Service at 281 342-3034 five working days prior to the 
meeting so appropriate arrangements can be made. The Texas A&M University Sys-
tem, U.S. Department of Agriculture, and the County Commissioners Courts of Texas 
cooperating. 

 

 

Boone Holladay 

County Extension Agent– Horticulture 
Fort Bend County 
jb.holladay@ag.tamu.edu 
281 342-3034 ext. 7034 
 

Texas A&M 
AgriLife Extension Service 
Fort Bend County 
1402 Band Road, Suite 100 
Rosenberg, TX 77471 

Treasurer’s Report 

Our November, 2014 balance was $3,439.46.  Since that 
time we spent $440.97 to renew our web site registration 
and hosting for three years and $15.15 for a pin uncapper 
to add to our extracting setup. Our treasury balance is 
$2,983.34, consisting of $50.00 in cash (to make change) 
plus a Wells Fargo checking account balance of 
$2,933.34.  

A financial summary and property inventory for 2014 is 
presented at right.  The main highlights are the $854.81 in 
donations and the public address system that we bought 
for our meetings and outreach events. 



The Fort Bend Beekeepers Association meets on the second Tuesday of the month (except December) at 7:00 pm in Fort 
Bend County’s “Bud” O’Shieles Community Center, 1330 Band Rd., Rosenberg, Texas.  Visitors (and new members) are 
always welcome (membership dues are $5.00 for the calendar year).  Our next meeting will be Tuesday, February 10.  
The Association provides coffee and lemonade for meeting refreshments while members volunteer to bring snacks.  
Thanks to Sharon Moore (something salty) and Dona Tomplait (something sweet) for volunteering to bring treats for our 
February meeting. We still need volunteers for vacant spots on our refreshments sign-up sheet. 
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time to leave).  One simple practice 
is to rearrange your hive boxes in 
early spring.  Over the winter the 
bees have moved upward in the 
hive as they consumed their honey 
stores.  Moving the vacated boxes 
of empty comb up to the top of the 
hive stack fools the bees into think-
ing that there is still work to be 
done refilling the empty comb be-
fore it is time to swarm.  Supering 
the stack with properly stored 
drawn comb also assures that the 
bees find plenty of room for stores. 

An over-crowded hive is a good 
indicator of an impending swarm 
especially if you see queen cells 
along the bottom of comb.  They 
are referred to as “swarm cells” 
since swarming is now imminent.  
Some beekeepers destroy these 
cells in an effort to stop swarming, 
but if the bees have already 
swarmed you will leave the colony 
without a queen. Not good.  Swarm 
cells can easily be removed and 
used to rescue queenless colonies or 
for splits, but leave a couple behind 
in case the hive has swarmed.  
Capped swarm cells are a certain 
warning that swarming is only days 
away (or the swarm has already 
left).  

Splitting a hive in the spring serves 
the same purpose for the bees as a 
reproductive swarm. Splits are not 
difficult to do and are almost al-
ways successful when they include 
a new queen.  If you really don’t 
want or need an additional hive, one 
of your fellow beekeepers would 
probably welcome it. 

Ask a dozen beekeepers... 

Here is this month’s Q (from one of 
our members) and an A: 

 Q:  Swarm season will be here 
soon and I’m worried about my 
back yard hive swarming.  I don’t 
want bees in my house, or worse 
yet, my neighbor’s house.  What 
should I do to prevent a swarm? 

An A:  

Dealing with swarms is an im-
portant part of being a responsible 
beekeeper.  Whole books have been 
written on honey bee swarms, so 
our newsletter is hardly long 
enough to address all the details of 
swarm management.  Instead, we’ll 
list and describe a few options for 
you to research on your own. 

Reproductive swarms are how hon-
ey bees create new colonies.  They 
happen in the spring when re-
sources are plentiful (many believe 
that colonies actually start swarm 
preparations in the fall as they accu-
mulate honey and pollen for spring 
buildup).  Be aware, though, that an 
entire colony will vacate their home 
at almost any time of the year in 
response to pests (or pest treat-
ments), disease or an unsuitable 
nest site.  In our area, late summer 
swarms are often due to the colony 
having chosen a home in the spring 
that is too hot when August rolls 
around.  “Absconding” swarms are 
sometimes really large.   

To manage the natural swarming 
process we have to convince the 
bees to stay (or that it is not yet 

January Meeting Notes 

We had 41 members and guests 
sign in at our January meeting.  We 
welcomed first-timers Matt Pfitz-
inger, Pat Kainer, Santos Reyes, 
and Roland and Patricia Torres.  
Each of them are what we call wan-
na bee keepers and attended the 
meeting to learn more about what is 
involved. 

Jack Richardson reminded everyone 
about the Super Decorating Contest 

The “Demaree Method”, “nectar 
management”, “Checker- board-
ing”, and the “Snelgrove Method” 
are other hive manipulations in-
tended to convince the bees that it 
is not time to swarm.  

Regardless of whatever swarm pre-
vention steps you take, it is im-
portant to have a backup plan.  
Should one of your hives swarm, it 
is a good idea to offer them a place 
to live (better than in the soffit of 
someone’s house).  A vacant hive 
in your bee yard, especially with 
drawn comb and a few drops of 
lemongrass oil, can entice swarm-
ing bees to stay next door (or may-
be catch a swarm that is passing 
through).  Swarm traps are another 
good option.  It is certain that the 
scouts will find the empty hive or 
trap and it is better if it is some dis-
tance away from the hive.  Check 
traps often so the bees can be 
moved into a hive quickly. 

And your last line of defense is 
having equipment available and the 
ability to hive a wayward swarm. 



that will be judged at our March 
meeting (see the related article on 
this page).  Johnny Stratman also 
added that he had donated a flower 
pot for a swarm trap and he had 
extras if any one was interested. 

Gene deBons had been assigned the 
task of nominations for our officer 
elections to be held at the January 
meeting.  Both President and Vice-
President incumbents will be leav-
ing their posts.  Gene reported that 
he was unable to recruit members 
interested in an officer slot.  It was 
decided the current officers will 
continue serving until Gene comes 
up with a slate of nominees.  Hope-
fully, that will happen at our Febru-
ary meeting.     

Gene also presented a fascinating 
historic review of relationships be-
tween honey bees and people from 
the book Bees and the Human 
World by Bee Wilson (2004).  Eve-
ryone seems to know that pollina-
tion services by beekeepers are crit-
ical to today’s agriculture.  Hive 
rental for this purpose dates back to 
1909 (apples in New Jersey, “The 
Garden State”).  In earlier times, 
honey was used as currency for tax 
payment in both the Old and New 
World.  In ancient Wales, each vil-
lage had to pay one vat of mead 
each year as tribute to the king.  
And in 1980’s Afghanistan, the mu-
jahidin demanded payment of 10% 
of all honey produced. 

Honey bees have been viewed as 
“domesticated” for over 8,000 
years, but they are unlike livestock.  
Bees have never worked for hu-
mans. “They are industrious, not 
industrialized.”  Property law dating 
back to the Romans has been con-
fused by this strange relationship 
with insects.  Wild colonies in bee 
trees were first viewed as the prop-
erty of the owner of the tree:  the 
bees were like birds on a limb. Lat-
er, the issue was more or less set-
tled by the Roman Iuventius Celsus 
who declared that bees were proper-
ty on the economic basis that the 
beekeeper profited from the hive 
and was liable for stings.  Nonethe-
less, humans may claim the prod-

Educational programs of the Texas A&M AgriLife 
Extension Service are open to all people without 
regard to race, color, religion, sex, national origin, 
age, disability, genetic information or veteran status. 
Persons with disabilities who plan to attend this meet-
ing and who may need auxiliary aid or services are 
required to contact Texas A&M AgriLife Extension 
Service at 281 342-3034 five working days prior to 
the meeting so appropriate arrangements can be 
made. The Texas A&M University System, U.S. 
Department of Agriculture, and the County Commis-
sioners Courts of Texas cooperating. 

Boone Holladay 

County Extension Agent– Horticulture 
Fort Bend County 
jb.holladay@ag.tamu.edu 
281 342-3034 ext. 7034 
1402 Band Road, Suite 100 
Rosenberg, TX 77471 

Treasurer’s Report 

Our January, 2015 balance was 
$2,983.34.  At our January meeting 
we collected $5.00 in 2015 dues 
from 57 new and renewing mem-
bers ($285.00) and received $15.00 
in donations.  Our treasury balance 
is now $3,283.34, consisting of 
$60.00 in cash (to make change), a 
$5.00 dues check to be deposited, 
and our Wells Fargo checking ac-
count with a balance of $3,218.34.  

2015 Swarm Season Project 

Our 2015 swarm season project 
continues moving forward.  Nancy 
Hentschel had 18 extra pulp pots 
we bought from her for $3 each. 
The lumber guy at the Sugar Land 
Home Depot cut up a sheet of ply-
wood into 16” x 16” squares for us 
and Daryl Scott painted them with 
some miscolored paint from Low-
e’s.  Jeff McMullan labeled the 
squares with the Extension office 
phone number and picked up some 
mounting screws, hanging wire and 
lemongrass oil. Extension Agent 
Boone Holladay has prepared a 
press release announcing the pro-
gram, so you should see it in local 
papers in the coming weeks. 

The plan is for the Extension office 
to lend a trap to folks that have had 
consistent bee problems every 
spring.  When bees move into the 
trap, the homeowner will notify the 
Extension Office and we’ll find a 
member to pick up the trap and give 
the bees inside a suitable home. 

Super Decorating Contest 

Our Second Annual Super Decorat-
ing Contest will be judged at our 
March meeting.  Decorated shallow 
or medium supers (8 or 10 frame) 
can be entered in one of three cate-
gories:  KIDS (through 12 years), 
TEENS (age 13 to 19), and 
ADULTS (20 and older).  Last 
year’s winners have a few more 
weeks of glory.  In KIDS, Emily 
Dunbar won first, followed by the 
second-place entry of Emily and 
Sam Skidmore and Danielle King 
third.  Sarah Wicks won the 
TEENS, followed by Reba Talafuse 
and Carolyn Perkison.  In ADULT, 
Daryl Scott’s super won first 
place.  Bill Windrow was second.  
Rosie McCusker’s entry took third.  

Dues Are Due 

Our membership dues are $5.00 for 
the calendar year.  Check out the 
address label on this newsletter.  If 
your name is in italics, you need to 
get your dues paid at our February 
meeting.   

Elections 

At our January meeting, Gene 
deBons reported that he had been 
unable to recruit nominees for our 
planned officer elections.  He again 
called for volunteers to stand for 
election at our February meeting.  
We will be voting after additional 
nominations from the floor.   

ucts of the hive, but the bees don’t 
produce it to gratify us! 

Door prize winners in January in-
cluded Carolyn Boyd and Matt 
Pfitzinger (handmade soap donated 
by Joey Tuttle), Santos Reyes 
(Margaret Smaistrla’s pecans), Nor-
man Harris (flower pot for a swarm 
trap donated by Johnny Stratman), 
Preston Pitts (champagne leftover 
from New Years donated by Vina 
Burns) and Jerry Tomplait and Her-
man Hoot (Save the Bees posters 
donated by Marilyn Pawelek). 



The Fort Bend Beekeepers Association meets on the second Tuesday of the month (except December) at 7:00 pm in Fort 
Bend County’s “Bud” O’Shieles Community Center, 1330 Band Rd., Rosenberg, Texas.  Visitors (and new members) are 
always welcome (membership dues are $5.00 for the calendar year).  Our next meeting will be Tuesday, March 10.  The 
Association provides coffee and lemonade for meeting refreshments while members volunteer to bring snacks (thanks to 
“B” Bohus).  Thanks to Daryl Scott (something salty) and Christopher Murphy (something sweet) for volunteering to 
bring treats for our March meeting. We still need volunteers for vacant spots on our refreshments sign-up sheet. 
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people don’t make honey, bees do.  
Another major concern is whether 
DSHS can investigate the sale of 
adulterated honey produced as 
“cottage food”.  TBA decided to 
pursue specific exemptions for the 
small-scale honey producer with the 
intent of achieving comparable food 
safety protections while allowing 
beekeepers to legally sell their hon-
ey. 

Texas Agriculture Code Chapter 
131 - Bees and Honey was last up-
dated almost 30 years ago.  It is the 
principle legal foundation for the 
Texas Apiary Inspection Service 
(TAIS) and protections from pests 
and disease for the apiculture indus-
try.  Needless to say, this old law 
should be carefully reviewed and 
updated in light of today’s many 
challenges faced by honey bees and 
beekeepers.  You can  read the cur-
rent law (as well as rules published 
pursuant to the law) by following 
links on the TAIS web site:  http://
txbeeinspection.tamu.edu/. 

The TBA submitted proposals and 
has received formal drafts from the 
Texas Legislative Council in Aus-
tin, a legislative agency that assists 
with bill drafting.  Both proposed 
bills were widely distributed for 
comment to TBA members and the 
29 beekeeping associations in Tex-
as.  Comments were due by March 
2.  The TBA Legislative Committee 
is now working through each and 
every concern expressed by bee-
keepers across the state.  The next 
steps happen quickly as TBA works 
with TAIS and the Texas Legisla-

Ask a dozen beekeepers... 

Here is this month’s Q (from one of 
our members) and an A: 

 Q:  At our  November  meeting we 
talked about exemption from some 
of the food safety requirements for 
me to legally sell my honey.  Tex-
as’ Cottage Food Law was dis-
cussed as well. The legislature is 
now in session.  What is the status 
of all this? 

An A:  The Texas Beekeeper ’s 
Association (TBA) is pursuing two 
very significant bills in this session 
of the legislature.  One will address 
alternative food safety requirements 
for small honey producers and the 
other is intended to update the ex-
isting beekeeping regulations found 
in the Texas Agriculture Code 
Chapter 131.   

As we discussed at our meeting in 
November, the Texas Cottage Food 
Law permits the sale of some home
-prepared foods that are considered 
“not potentially hazardous” under 
far fewer manufacturing facility 
requirements and without inspec-
tion by the Department of State 
Health Services (DSHS).  There is a 
very specific list of some fifteen 
foods and consideration was given 
to just add honey to the list since its 
very nature is non-hazardous.  
While in some states honey is ad-
dressed as a “cottage food”, TBA 
considered this approach unsatis-
factory since many of the require-
ments are very restrictive and not 
appropriate for the beekeeper or 
potential customers. In a nutshell, 

tive Council to prepare final drafts, 
seek sponsors and hopefully have 
bills introduced.  The TBA and our 
club will make every effort to keep 
all informed of how this process is 
moving along.  Of course we are all 
reminded of the quip “you don’t 
want to watch sausage or laws be-
ing made!”. 

Election Results Are In 

Congratulations to our Association 
officers for 2015.  New to their jobs 
are Daryl Scott, President, and 
Nancy Hentschel, Vice-President.  
Secretary-Treasurer Jeff McMullan 
was re-elected.  And thanks to 
Albert Smaistrla and Herman Hoot 
who have served for seven years! 

Daryl and his wife Toni live in the 
Richmond area.  They are starting 
their third year as beekeepers with 
two hives and wooden ware for two 
more.  Daryl says that his principle 
goal is to identify and meet the 
members’ needs of our rapidly 
growing association. 

Nancy and Bob Hentschel live in 
New Territory.  They’ve only had 
bees for four years, but now have 
some 25 hives in two beeyards.  
Nancy admits to having been 
“consumed by beekeeping” and is  
delighted to feed her compulsion as  
she serves as Vice-President.  
Nancy will be focusing on programs 
for our monthly meetings. 

Jeff McMullan has been Secretary-
Treasurer for seven years.  He likes 
to say that it isn’t much work when 
you know your way around a 
computer and the Extension Office. 



February Meeting Notes 

We had 68 members and guests 
sign in at our February meeting.  
That number was pretty close to the 
head count; thanks to all who 
signed in.  We welcomed new 
members Arthur Reuter, Jennifer 
and Shane Steele, Michele Valdez, 
Rick Vice and Jason Weber. 

Jeff McMullan brought in one of 
the 18 swarm traps the club has pur-
chased.  He shared the details of our 
plan to have the Extension office 
make them available to the public.  
County Extension Agent Boone 
Holladay will announce the pro-
gram in a press release in a few 
weeks.  If you would be willing to 
hive swarms from the traps, be sure 
to get on the list at our March meet-
ing. 

Jack Richardson displayed the rib-
bons and mini-smokers that will be 
the awards for our Super Decorat-
ing Contest.  Entries will be judged 
at our March meeting (see the relat-
ed article on the this page).   

Gene deBons was pleased to report 
that he had members volunteer so 
we could elect officers for 2015.  
Bill Busch and Daryl Scott intro-
duced themselves as candidates for 
President and told of why they had 
volunteered to help lead the Associ-
ation.  Nancy Hentschel (Vice Pres-
ident) and Jeff McMullan 
(Secretary-Treasurer)  were elected 
without opposition.  Daryl won a 
very close secret ballot.  

Winter’s end can’t be far off so eve-
ryone should be getting their new 
wooden ware ordered and put to-
gether and if repairs or repainting 
are needed, now is the time.  To 
help the newcomers to beekeeping, 
Jeff McMullan gave a short pro-
gram on frames and foundation. 

Jeff began by affirming that “It’s 
Not All Your Fault”, the title of an 
article in the February, 2011 edition 
of Bee Culture magazine.  Author 
Jim Thompson took measurements 
and then gauged the compatibility 
of almost every manufacturer’s 
Langstroth frame and super.  His 
striking conclusion was that few 
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Treasurer’s Report 

Last month’s balance was 
$3,283.34.  At our February meet-
ing we collected dues from 36 new 
and renewing members ($180.00) 
and received $60.00 in donations.  
We contributed $45.00 for rodeo 
flyers and spent $50.00 for our As-
sociation dues to the Texas Bee-
keepers Association.  Our treasury 
balance is now $3,428.34, consist-
ing of $60.00 in cash and a recon-
ciled balance of $3,368.34 in our 
checking account. 

Super Decorating Contest 

There are only a couple of days left 
to get your entry ready for our Sec-
ond Annual Super Decorating Con-
test that will be judged at our March 
meeting.  Decorated shallow or me-
dium supers (8 or 10 frame) can be 
entered in one of three categories:  
KIDS (through 12 years), TEENS 
(age 13 to 19), and ADULTS (20 
and older).   

Dues Are Due 

Our membership dues are $5.00 for 
the calendar year.  Check out the 
address label on this newsletter.  If 
your name is in italics, you need to 
get your dues paid.   

combinations of frame and super 
were compatible.  His measure-
ments showed that most manufac-
turer’s frames violated bee space 
when used in competitor’s supers.  
It is a good idea to get your frames 
and boxes from the same supplier. 

For our newer members, Jeff re-
called that “bee space” was the dis-
covery of Rev. Lorenzo L. Lang-
stroth.  He observed that honey bees 
filled gaps that were smaller than 
1/4” or larger than 3/8” with comb 
or propolis:  not good for our 
“removable” frames.  In between 
those two dimensions, the “bee 
space” was left open.  His discovery 
in the mid-1800’s led to his patent-
ed invention of the removable frame 
hive known to this day as the Lang-
stroth Hive.  

Langstroth’s invention led to an ex-
plosion in beekeeping as it was now 
possible to remove frames, extract 
the honey and return the comb to 
the hive without destroying the hon-
ey bee colony.  Many of the unique 
terms that beekeepers still use today 
were much more common words 
during this “golden age” .  “Supers” 
are superimposed on the hive for 
the bees to store honey.  “Nucs” are 
nucleus hives that grows into a full 
colony.  Can you think of others? 

Jeff went on to describe the various 
choices to be made in buying 
frames and foundation. 

Door prize winners in February in-
cluded Alan L’Roy and Katie Gar-
cia (Fort Bend Beekeeper ball caps 
donated by Bill Busch), Doug Row-
ell (a nuc trap frame donated by Al-
bert Smaistrla), John Petter (a plant 
pot for a swarm trap donated by Bill 
Busch), Boyd Dawson (a honey 
pitcher donated by Steve Mims), L. 
D. Lewis (pocket knife donated by 
Steve Mims) and Toni Scott (a bro-
meliad donated by Alan L’Roy). 

Rodeo Time 

Volunteers are still needed for the 
honey bee exhibit in the AGVEN-
TURE area at The Houston Live-
stock Show and Rodeo .  Our Asso-
ciation and the Houston Beekeepers 
are assigned the final week: March 
15-22.  Shifts are 9:00 am - 3:00 
pm and 3:00pm - 9:00 pm.  You 
can sign up for any day at  http://
www.harriscountybeekeepers.org/. 



The Fort Bend Beekeepers Association meets on the second Tuesday of the month (except December) at 7:00 pm in Fort 
Bend County’s “Bud” O’Shieles Community Center, 1330 Band Rd., Rosenberg, Texas.  Visitors (and new members) are 
always welcome (membership dues are $5.00 for the calendar year).  Our next meeting will be Tuesday, April 14.  The 
Association provides coffee and lemonade for meeting refreshments while members volunteer to bring snacks.  Thanks to 
Dona Tomplait for volunteering to bring salty treats for our April meeting (no one volunteered to bring a sweet snack). 
We still need volunteers for vacant spots on our refreshments sign-up sheet.  After 30 minutes of social time, the meeting 
will be called to order with an opening invocation by Greg Pendley. 
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beekeeping is growing.  Hardly a 
week goes by without a news report 
concerning honey, bees or beekeep-
ing.  Our organization is often con-
tacted by individuals torn between 
“saving the bees” and dealing with 
a colony that now lives in the wall 
of their home.  Educating the public 
about honey bee swarms can go a 
long way toward preventing bees 
from becoming a costly pest control 
problem.  Hopefully our swarm 
trapping project will help too. 

We often get requests for programs 
or exhibits from community service 
organizations, church groups, 
schools, scouts, homeowners’ asso-
ciations, garden clubs or almost any 
other group you can think of.  Busi-
ness really picks up this time of the 
year.  Jeff McMullan and Nancy 
Hentschel both now have observa-
tion hives that are a real hit with 
these groups.  In the last few weeks, 
Jeff set up a honey bee exhibit at 
the Katy ISD’s 30th annual Folklife 
Festival and Nancy brought her 
bees to Sartartia Middle School’s 
annual World of Science program.   

Similar requests come in to our web 
site on an almost daily basis.  Many 
of our members have volunteered 
their time to help with this.  As 
Vice President, Nancy Hentschel 
will be coordinating these many 
requests.  Our plan is to forward 
email requests to the entire mem-
bership and build a cadre of bee-
keepers like you that are anxious 
and willing to talk to people about 
honey bees and beekeeping. 

Ask a dozen beekeepers... 

Here is this month’s Q (from one of 
our members) and an A: 

 Q:  I heard lots of good repor ts 
about helping with the Honey Bee 
exhibit at the 2015 Houston Live-
stock Show and Rodeo AGVEN-
TURE area.  It came at a really busy 
time for me and I just wasn’t able to 
help out.  I really enjoy talking to 
people about honey bees and bee-
keeping.  Are their other outreach 
opportunities in the works? 

An A:  The HLSR AGVENTURE 
honey bees always draw in large 
crowds over the rodeo’s three week 
run.  Volunteers from six area bee-
keeping associations engage the 
public by answering questions, often 
learning much more themselves 
about honey bees and beekeeping 
along the way.  We’re sorry you 
couldn’t join in on the fun, especial-
ly since there is always the need for 
extra help with this event, especially 
in providing bees and setting up the 
observation hives. 

The HLSR honey bee exhibit had 
been completely replaced for the 
2015 rodeo.  There were a few prob-
lems with the observation hives that 
will be addressed before next year, 
but, all in all, the new exhibit 
worked well.  The beekeeper volun-
teers visited with thousands of 
guests as well as 2015 American 
Honey Princess (and 2014 Texas 
Honey Queen) Hayden Wolf from 
Big Sandy, Texas. 

We all know that interest in bees and 

Meeting Agenda 

In March, President Daryl Scott 
announced a new meeting agenda 
based on feedback he received 
concerning the way forward in his 
new role (see the March meeting 
notes article).  Each month he 
would present a fascinating fun bee 
fact, a quick look at what 
beekeepers are doing this month 
and questions or comments from 
our members.  VP Nancy Hentschel 
has volunteered to come up with a 
formal program topic each month. 

One concern expressed to Daryl 
was the way we open our meetings.   
Nancy, Jeff and Daryl agreed that 
the Lord’s Prayer is probably not 
the best way to open meetings of a 
fast-growing organization that is 
open to all in our incredibly diverse 
community.  It was decided to just 
call the meeting to order and focus 
on what folks wanted:  to learn 
more about honey bees and 
beekeeping, enjoy the company and 
make new beekeeper friends.   

After our March meeting, there 
were several requests to reinstate 
the Pledge of Allegiance after an 
invocation of some sort.  That is a 
great idea and our new plan is to 
open our meetings with an 
invocation delivered by one of our 
members followed by the Pledge of 
Allegiance.  We will have a signup 
sheet for the invocation at future 
meetings and announce in our 
newsletter who will be giving it and 
leading us in the Pledge of 
Allegiance.   



March Meeting Notes 

We had 63 members and guests 
sign in at our February meeting.  
Thanks to all who signed in. 

President Daryl Scott called the 
meeting order and began by ex-
pressing thanks to outgoing officers 
Albert Smaistrla and Herman Hoot.  
He presented each of them with a 
famous Perfect Pocket Hive ToolTM 
engraved with our thanks.  Daryl 
then presented an agenda plan for 
future meetings.  First on the agen-
da were fun bee facts: 

Infrared light is visible to honey 
bees.  And in its lifetime, a honey 
bee worker contributes 1/12 oz of 
honey to the hive’s stores. 

Next came a quick look at the bee-
keepers calendar for March.  Spring 
flowers are coming into bloom and 
boxes in the brood nest should be 
reversed to give the colony room to 
grow.  Empty comb should be 
moved to the middle of the brood 
box and supers. 

The Houston Livestock Show and 
Rodeo runs March 15 - 23.  The 
AGVENTURE honey bees are one 
of the event’s most popular exhibits 
and more volunteers are always 
needed. 

Jeff McMullan gave a quick update 
on pending legislation affecting 
beekeepers (see related article).  
Find the status of legislation at 
http://www.capitol.state.tx.us/ with 
a search for the word “honey”. 

Daryl Scott represented our group 
at the Texas Beekeepers Associa-
tion Winter Meeting on Feb. 21 (28 
of the 30 Texas associations were 
represented).  Topics of discussion 
included the new Texas Master 
Beekeeper program, mentoring and 
youth programs, the TBA Summer 
Clinic (June 6 in Conroe), conven-
tion plans for 2016, etc.  Attendees 
also got a tour of the TAMU River-
side Campus Honey Bee Lab. 

Our meeting ended with the cus-
tomary drawing for donated door 
prizes.  Thanks to the donors and 
congratulations to the winners. 
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Treasurer’s Report 

Our March treasury balance was 
$3,428.34.  At our March meeting 
we collected dues from 14 new and 
renewing members ($70.00) and 
received a $1.00 in donation from 
Jerry Emerson.  We spent $25.98 
on hive tool engraving and $20.55 
on supplies for our Super Decorat-
ing contest.  The resulting treasury 
balance is $3,428.34, consisting of 
$30.00 in cash and a checking ac-
count balance of $3,422.81 . 

Super Decorating Winners 

Winners of our Second Annual 
Super Decorating Contest were 
named at our March meeting.  In 
the ADULTS (20 and older) cate-
gory, 1st place went to Sharon 
Moore, 2nd place won by Bill 
Windrow and Nancy Hentschel 
took third.  Eleanor Murphy won 
1st place in the KIDS category.  
This was Bill Windrow’s second 
second place ribbon and he has 
vowed to take first next year! 

Dues Are Due 

Our membership dues are $5.00 for 
the calendar year.  Check out the 
address label on this newsletter.  If 
your name is in italics, you need to 
get your dues paid.  You can mail a 
$5.00 check to Jeff McMullan, Fort 
Bend Beekeepers Association, 74 
Hessenford St., Sugar Land, TX  
77479. 

Legislation Update 

At our March meeting, Jeff 
McMullan reported that a bill was 
expected to be filed in the Texas 
legislature that would permit 
beekeepers to sell their honey 
within the law.  In the current 
situation, there are no specific food 
safety rules that apply to honey, so 
the many food safety requirements 
for any commercial food 
manufacturer are applied to the 
beekeeper wishing to extract, 
bottle and sell honey.  The facility 
must be licensed and inspected 
(the requirements prohibit the sale 
of food “manufactured” in the 
home).  Jeff and Albert Smaistrla 
are the only two members that now 
hold food manufacturer licenses 
and both said that the Texas 
Department of State Health 
Services were very helpful in 
guiding them through the licensing 
and inspection process.   

Three “honey” bills have now been 
filed in the current legislative 
session. SB 1766 and HB 3764 
were filed by Conroe area 
legislators and are identically 
worded to exempt small honey 
production from food safety 
regulation.  Honey sales of up to 
2,500 lbs per year would be 
permitted for transactions directly 
between the beekeeper and the 
consumer at specified locations 
like the beekeeper’s home, a 
farmer’s market, etc.  Resale is not 
permitted and the honey must be 
labeled as having been produced 
without food safety inspection.  
The two “exemption” bills have 
been referred for further 
consideration to appropriate House 
and Senate committees.  “Local 
honey” on the feed store counter 
remains a violation of the law. 

HB 2600 creates a new “home 
food manufacturing” category in 
Texas food safety law and includes 
honey in the list of permitted 
products.  The law parallels the 
requirements for food 
manufacturing by extending 
registration, licensing and 
inspection to home kitchens. 



The Fort Bend Beekeepers Association meets on the second Tuesday of the month (except December) at 7:00 pm in Fort 
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always welcome (membership dues are $5.00 for the calendar year).  Our next meeting will be Tuesday, April 12.  The 
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Diane McConnon for volunteering to get the coffee and lemonade set up for us.  Thanks too to Norman Harris for 
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nectar flow at times.   

Both robbers and “robbees” become 
more aggressive and can become 
problems for the beekeeper.  Bee-
keepers should be cautious when 
opening hives when there is a 
dearth of nectar since robbers may 
seize the opportunity to steal honey 
from the open hives.  (Bee supply 
houses sell covers to protect the 
hive during inspections.)  Robbers 
are quickly attracted to unguarded 
honey, especially if capped honey is 
broken open while removing 
frames.  Many more robbers are 
soon recruited and a melee ensues.   

When feeding bees, be careful not 
to spill syrup at the hive entrance.  
Also beware of open feeding or put-
ting out wet supers for the bees to 
clean up since robbing nearby 
weaker hives may be stimulated by 
the free food.  Entrance reducers 
and robbing screens help make the 
hive entrance more easily defended.  
In an emergency, a sprinkler at the 
front of the hive can stop robbing.  
It may even be necessary to move 
the weaker hive to a safer location. 

Ask a dozen beekeepers... 

Here is this month’s Q (from one of 
our members) and an A: 

 Q:  I finally figured out that all 
of the dead bees in front of my hive 
were killed during a robbing attack 
after actually seeing the fights go-
ing on.  All manner of flowers are 
blooming, why are bees killing each 
other over stores of honey? 

An A:  Usually bees  that die in 
the hive are removed by the work-
ers and carried away so as not to 
attract predators to the hive en-
trance.  Dead bees on the ground in 
front of your hive can be the result 
of pesticide poisoning or, as you 
discovered, casualties from rob-
bing.  Fortunately, poisoning is not 
a common cause since victims usu-
ally die in relatively small numbers 
near where the pesticide was ap-
plied.  Most often dead bees near 
the hive entrance were killed in bat-
tles over honey stores. 

Robbing behavior in honey bees 
doesn’t seem to fit the profile of 
gregarious hard working insects 
scouring the countryside for nectar.  
In fact, it sounds like a bunch of 
criminals (which accurately de-
scribes the situation).  Robbing is 
most common when little nectar is 
available and can result in colony 
loss as stronger hives kill workers 
and steal stores from weaker ones.  
Even in the spring there are periods 
when little nectar is available. De-
spite our recent plentiful rains, we 
have received many reports of weak 

Honey Container Order 

At our May meeting we will be fi-
nalizing our 2015 honey container 
order from Sailor Plastics (http://
www.sailorplastics.com/Honey-
Containers_c_7.html).  When pur-
chased in bulk quantities (200 or 
more containers and lids in a single 
large box), the cost per container is 
substantially less than buying from 

a bee supply house.  Shipping on 
these individual big boxes is about 
$40 each.  Last year our members 
saved more than $1,500 by consoli-
dating our container orders and hav-
ing them shipped to a single address 
at a cost of less than $12 per carton.  
The arithmetic is pretty simple:  for 
one-pound squeeze jars with flip 
lids, the all-in cost is about 46¢ 
each versus 55¢ each if ordered as a 
single carton of 225.  The cost be-
comes about 74¢ if ordered by the 
dozen from a bee supply store.  If 
you want in, you’ll need to com-
plete an order form and have it with 
you at the May meeting.  We 
emailed copies of the form and 
we’ll have a few more available at 
the meeting.  You will need to visit 
Sailor’s web site to choose from the 
many containers and lids that are 
available.  And be aware that lids 
must be ordered separately.   

We are requiring a $50 per box 
nonrefundable deposit, so make 
sure you get your order right.  If 
you change your mind or some-
thing, we will offer your order to 
others for the remaining unpaid bal-
ance.  It is ok for members to get 
together to split a box, but one of 
them must place the order for the 
full box and lids.  Shipping costs 
will  be divided equally by the total 
number of boxes ordered. 

Make your $50.00 per box deposit 
checks out to Fort Bend Beekeepers 
Association.  The balance on your 
order will be due at pickup at Jeff 
McMullan’s house in Sugar Land. 



April Meeting Notes 

We had 47 members and guests 
sign in at our April meeting.  
Thanks to all who signed in.  There 
were lots of latecomers who were 
delayed by construction on US 59 
to the east.  In May, it might be a 
good idea to avoid the freeway and 
come down Hwy 36 from Hwy 90. 

After a short delay because of the 
traffic, President Daryl Scott called 
the meeting to order with silent 
prayer followed by the Pledge of 
Allegiance.  After Daryl had wel-
comed visitors and new members, 
Greg Pendley made it through the 
traffic and apologized for being 
late.  Greg expressed the sentiments 
of many when he thanked the club 
leadership for recognizing that an 
invocation is a beneficial part of 
any meeting.  It serves to focus the 
attention of members of a group 
toward a common goal or purpose 
with shared thoughts of thankful-
ness for blessings, recognition of 
present and future needs, and ex-
pressing a request for wisdom and 
guidance for the organization.  In-
vocations should be sincere and 
respectful of the diversity of 
thought that exists within a non-
religious organization.  Greg then 
presented the invocation that had 
been delayed by traffic. 

Chuck Bunkers has hived our first 
swarm from the Association’s 
swarm trapping program started 
this year.  Jeff McMullan demon-
strated how to show up after dark 
(when all the bees are home) and 
use a bit of smoke to get them all 
inside. Black square plastic buckets 
work good to close the trap up for 
the trip to the beeyard if there are 
no “leaks”.  A sheet or blanket with 
a couple of bungee cords works 
well too.  Jeff also gave an update 
on his efforts to make high quality 
mite resistant bees available to hob-
by beekeepers as well as the status 
of bills before the legislature.  He 
also reminded everyone about the 
Association’s honey container or-
der for 2015 (see the related arti-
cle). 
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Treasurer’s Report 

Our April treasury balance was mis-
reported as $3,428.34 (a typo).  The 
correct amount is $3,452.81.  At our 
April meeting we collected dues 
from 11 new members ($55.00).  
We’ve also received $65.00 in do-
nations and spent $7.28 to replenish 
our coffee supply.  The resulting 
treasury balance is $3,565.53 con-
sisting of $30.00 in cash (to make 
change) and a checking account 
balance of $3,535.53. 

Mentoring Program 

At our April meeting, we again dis-
cussed a mentoring program for the 
Association.  After the meeting 
Wendy Chopin volunteered to help 
make a more formal program hap-
pen.  Wendy is just getting into bee-
keeping and has agreed to take the 
reins.  She has now researched 
mentoring programs and at our May 
meeting she will offer up for input a 
list of what a mentee would expect 
to learn over a full year cycle.  The 
idea is that the program start any 
time of the year. The program just 
picks up somewhere along the list 
when mentees are matched with a 
mentor who keeps bees nearby.   
We may even put together a few 
Saturday morning workshops on 
topics like hive components, com-
ponent construction, finding the 
queen, etc. for mentors, mentees 
and others that may be interested.  
Exciting news!! 

Dues Are Due 

Our membership dues are $5.00 for 
the calendar year.  If your name is in 
italics on your address label, this 
will be your last issue of Fort Bend 
Buzz.  You can mail a $5.00 check 
for 2015 to Jeff McMullan, 74 Hes-
senford St., Sugar Land, TX  77479. 

Next came Daryl Scott’s amazing 
honey bee facts for April. Most of 
our members have gotten emails 
touting the FlowTM Hive from an 
Australian startup that has raised 
some $10 million in funding and 
has received 10,000 orders.  Other 
facts included that honey is the only 
food that includes all that is neces-
sary to sustain life, even an antioxi-
dant linked to improved brain func-
tion!  We also learned that honey 
bees have 6 legs, 2 compound eyes 
(made up of thousands of tiny 
lenses), 3 more simple eyes on the 
top of their head, 2 pairs of wings 
and both a nectar pouch and a stom-
ach.  

Jeff McMullan gave a demonstra-
tion of beekeeper protective gear, 
all of which comes without any in-
structions on how it is to be proper-
ly used.  With Preston Pitts as his 
eager model, Jeff started with the 
simple folding veil and helmet and 
worked his way through almost all 
the options.  Several members 
praised the ventilated jackets and 
suits that are now available to us.  
Jeff and Preston demonstrated how 
to use pants leg closures to keep 
bees from crawling up your legs, 
including Velcro straps from the 
bee catalogue or bungee ties from 
Home Depot or Lowes.  Likewise 
he demonstrated leather beekeeping 
gloves alongside blue nitrile exam 
gloves or plastic work gloves.  One 
trick was to buy only plastic gloves 
that come in sizes and get the Large 
since a loose fit lessens the chances 
of a sting.  Some gloves have white 
inner lining so Jeff likes to wear 
them inside-out (mostly just to 
match his jacket). 

Our meeting ended with the cus-
tomary drawing for donated door 
prizes.  Thanks to the donors and 
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number came in at 19.3% so, as you 
suspected, the honey may ferment. 

We decided not to buy a refractome-
ter for our club's extractor setup since 
they have to be calibrated from time 
to time.  We figured that bad numbers 
are probably worse than no numbers 
and we didn't want folks bottling hon-
ey that may ferment.  The best advice 
is to not extract any uncapped honey; 
return it to the hive along with ex-
tracted frames for the bees to finish 
their work.  You can buy a refractom-
eter on the internet but make sure that 
it is made for use with honey and is 
temperature-compensated.  Don’t for-
get that it must be calibrated from 
time to time. 

The exceptionally wet weather we 
have been having seems to have made 
it really difficult for the bees to get 
the honey moisture content low 
enough for capping.  You aren’t 
alone. Other beekeepers are also see-
ing supers full of runny uncured hon-
ey.  You could try storing some of 
your wet honey in the refrigerator to 
temporarily restock your supply, but 
you will be disappointed with its 
weak taste and runny nature. There is 
really little choice but to feed it back 
to the bees, but do it carefully since 
“free honey” may stimulate robbing.  
Open feeding is definitely a bad idea.  
An internal (division board) feeder or 
hive top feeding is your best choice to 
discourage robbing. 

It is common knowledge that the sug-
ars in honey can crystallize due to the 
low moisture content, especially hon-
ey that has not been filtered to remove 

Ask a dozen beekeepers... 

Here is this month’s Q (from one of 
our members) and an A: 

 Q:  I think I really screwed up 
again!  I was out of honey and used 
a fume board to remove a really 
heavy super from one of my hives.  
As it turns out, only about half of 
the honey was capped.  I dreaded 
putting the super back in the stack 
since the hive had gotten to be pret-
ty mean over the last few months.  I 
decided to just extract it anyway.  
Now I have a half pail of “honey” 
to deal with.  How bad of a mistake 
did I make? 

An A:  Honey is a concentrated 
solution of sugars.  It begins as flo-
ral nectar (or other sugary liquids) 
gathered by foraging workers.  Nec-
tar’s water content can be as high as 
50% and it can quickly ferment.  In 
the process of making honey, bees 
ventilate the hive to evaporate 
much of the water.  When the water 
content is about 18% or less, honey 
will not ferment.  At this low mois-
ture level, honey is “hygroscopic” 
which means it is screaming for 
moisture.  Somehow honey bees 
have all this figured out, and at this 
point, cap the honey with beeswax 
to prevent it from reabsorbing 
moisture from the air. 

Your first advice was to take a sam-
ple over to a fellow beekeeper who 
had a honey refractometer.  It deter-
mines water content by measuring 
an optical property, the honey’s re-
fractive index.  Unfortunately, the 

Honey Container Order 

Eight members participated in our 
2015 honey container order.  The 
bulk cartons should arrive in time 
for our June meeting.  These mem-
bers saved almost $300 in shipping 
costs.  For squeeze jars with flip 
lids, their all-in cost is about 46¢ 
each versus 74¢ if ordered by the 
dozen from a bee supply store. 

tiny particles of pollen, wax, sugar 
crystals, etc.  Water content in the 
remaining liquid goes up when hon-
ey crystallizes.  It can ferment and 
gases from fermenting honey can 
escape a mason jar lid or even ex-
plode a plastic bear (a real mess in 
the pantry). 

Crystallized honey is safe to eat or 
it can be easily reliquified by 
warming it in hot (not boiling) wa-
ter.  Many beekeepers don’t know 
that honey stored in the freezer 
won't crystallize (but it will crystal-
lize almost overnight in the 'fridge).  
Put the honey that you'll eat over a 
week or two in a cute honey con-
tainer and leave it on the breakfast 
table.  “Frozen” honey is really re-
ally really thick.  When it is time 
for a refill, heat the big bottle from 
the freezer for a few seconds in the 
microwave until it is just thin 
enough to refill your cute container.  
Put your stash right back in the 
freezer until its time for another 
refill. 

Experience is a difficult teacher.  
The test comes before the lesson. 



May Meeting Notes 

We had 48 members and guests 
sign in at our May meeting.  
Thanks to all who signed in.  The 
construction on US 59 coming in 
from the northeast is continuing 
and most of us figured out a way to 
avoid the rush hour freeway con-
gestion by coming down Hwy 36 
from U. S. 90A. 

President Daryl Scott called the 
meeting to order with an invocation 
followed by the Pledge of Alle-
giance.  Daryl then welcomed visi-
tors, first-timers and new members.  
First-timer and new member Milton  
Woods announced that he has 
planted an acre of watermelons 
near Bonus, TX and was looking 
for some pollination help.  He plans 
to have his own hive next season.  
Next, Jeff McMullan reminded eve-
ryone that the club’s honey contain-
er order will be going in shortly. 

Daryl’s fun bee facts for May:  
there are 860,000 acres of almonds 
in California’s Central Valley.  Cal-
ifornia produces 82% of the world 
almond supply and the entire crop 
depends almost exclusively on pol-
lination services from migratory 
beekeepers from across the nation.  
Another fascinating fact is that 
medical researchers have found that 
a toxin in bee venom can destroy 
the HIV virus while leaving nearby 
healthy cells unharmed. 

The beekeeper’s calendar for May 
includes swarm prevention and 
keeping up with supers as the bees 
produce honey. 

Jeff McMullan gave a quick update 
on his VSH queen project.  Terrible 
weather is causing real problems at 
R. Weaver Apiaries and it looks 
like it will be a few more weeks 
before grafting can begin. 

Gene deBons rolled in the door 
with a four-foot section of bee tree 
(a “bee gum”) on a dolly.  It had 
been cut out of a fallen tree and he 
took it home to figure out how to 
get the bees into a managed hive.  
In his museum-quality 1940 edition 
of A. I. Roots’ ABC & XYZ of Bee 
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Treasurer’s Report 

Our May treasury balance was 
$3,565.53.  Since then we reim-
bursed $76.02 for super decorating 
contest awards.  We collected dues 
from ten new and renewing mem-
bers ($50.00) and received $51.00 
in donations.  Our treasury balance 
of $4,090.51 also includes $500.00 
in pass-through deposits for honey 
containers.  There is a $100.00 out-
standing check for our club’s dona-
tion in support of the USA Api-
mondia Bid Team that is seeking to 
bring the world’s largest beekeeper 
meeting to the USA in 2019. 

Mentoring Program 

A principle reason to be a beekeep-
er association member is to meet 
and learn from fellow beekeepers.  
There has been significant interest 
in our Association’s development 
of a more structured Beekeeper 
Mentoring Program and the work is 
progressing well.  We expect to roll 
out most of the details at our June 
meeting.  Program coordinator 
Wendy Chopin is finalizing a docu-
ment that describes the goals and 
structure of the program.  Our goal 
is pretty simple:   more knowledge-
able, safe, responsible, success-
ful  beekeepers.  Both parties in 
mentoring stand to gain on all ac-
counts.  The program will be a 
twelve-month commitment between 
beekeepers fostered by the Associa-
tion.  Both parties will receive a 
copy of The Beekeeper's Hand-
book as a reference and an 
“American Bee Journal” subscrip-
tion (available at a 25% discount) 
will also be required.  A journal 
will be provided to log beeyard ac-
tivities, meeting program notes, fu-
ture plans, etc.   We also plan to put 
together “Weekend Workshops” as 
part of the mentoring program 
(everyone would be welcome of 
course).  There will be an enroll-
ment fee intended to cover the pro-
gram’s costs.  Of course, those in-
terested in a less structured collabo-
ration are encouraged to carry on. 

Culture he found several pages of 
instructions on how to do this trans-
fer, complete with photos showing 
over 100 bee gums that were all in 
hives by the end of a week.  Gene 
demonstrated his successful trans-
fer:  light smoke followed by 30 
minutes of rhythmic “drumming” 
on the log to “demoralize” the colo-
ny and get them to cluster like a 
swarm on a plywood cover laying 
on top of the “bee gum”.  Root sug-
gested doing this with the log up-
side down with a hollowed out 
space to make room for the cluster.  
Gene’s log had a ragged break at 
the bottom so he did his drumming 
right side up still strapped to the 
dolly.  He shook the cluster into a 
hive to complete the project.  After 
the transfer, Gene took a few meas-
urements and determined that the 
volume of the cavity was equivalent 
to between 1/3 and 2/3 of a Lang-
stroth brood box.  Lots of 
“drumming” ideas were stimulated! 

Wendy Chopin reported on pro-
gress toward our Beekeeper Men-
toring Program (see the next arti-
cle).  We once again rearranged our 
seating by community so folks 
could meet their neighbors that are 
keeping bees.  Volunteers signed up 
to mentor or be mentored when the 
program gets kicked off. 

Our meeting ended with the cus-
tomary drawing for donated door 
prizes.  Thanks to the donors and 
congratulations to the winners.  
Fresh garden produce was a real hit. 



The Fort Bend Beekeepers Association meets on the second Tuesday of the month (except December) at 7:00 pm in Fort 
Bend County’s “Bud” O’Shieles Community Center, 1330 Band Rd., Rosenberg, Texas.  Visitors (and new members) are 
always welcome (membership dues are $5.00 for the calendar year).  Our next meeting will be Tuesday, July 14. The 
Association provides coffee and lemonade for meeting refreshments while members volunteer to bring snacks.  Thanks to 
Diane McConnon for volunteering to get the coffee and lemonade set up for us.  Thanks too to Nancy Hentschel for 
volunteering to bring salty treats and Dona Tomplait (something sweet) for our July meeting. We still need volunteers 
for a couple of vacant spots on our refreshments sign-up sheet.  After 30 minutes of social time, the meeting will be called 
to order with an opening invocation by Dave Grimme. 
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begin feeding on pollen, honey and 
brood.  Honey contaminated by SHB 
larvae ferments (due to a specific 
yeast carried by the pest).  The fouled 
honey has a distinctively unpleasant 
odor akin to rotten oranges.  Disgust-
ing runny fermented honey crawling 
with maggots often drains from the 
hive.  Heavily infested colonies usual-
ly abscond to escape the slimy mess.  
SHB can also make an awful mess of 
stored honey supers or cappings. 

SHB larvae develop over five instars 
(molts) and are mature in 10 to 14 
days if food is plentiful.  Mature lar-
vae are about 7/16” long and at this 
point they leave the hive to pupate in 
the soil.  Most larvae pupate within 3 
feet of the hive, usually less than 4 
inches below the surface.  They 
emerge as adults in three to four 
weeks and the cycle starts anew, as 
many as six times a year. 

The most frequent advice offered to 
beekeepers is to maintain strong 
healthy hives.  Weak colonies should 
be requeened or combined with oth-
ers.  Beware though that big strong 
hives are the ones most likely to 
swarm unless swarm management 
was at the top of your list in the 
spring.  The departing swarm leaves a 
big stack of boxes without enough 
bees to deal with hive beetles.  It hap-
pens like clockwork:  three or four 
days after the swarm the hive is 
slimed.  Sadly this happens just as a 
new queen is emerging and taking 
mating flights so the colony, even in 
their escape, is usually doomed.  If 
thousands of SHB larvae are allowed 

Ask a dozen beekeepers... 

Here is this month’s Q (from one of 
our members) and an A: 

 Q:  I do not have a big problem 
but would like to know what I 
should use to treat for SHB?  

An A:  Small hive beetles (SHB)
seem to be particularly numerous 
this summer and we are entering 
prime time for these obnoxious 
pests.  Sooner or later you are more 
likely than not to have the unfortu-
nate experience of being “slimed” 
by small hive beetle larvae.  In fact, 
whole bee yards can be over-
whelmed by small hive beetles!   

Newly emerged adult hive beetles 
are chocolate colored, becoming 
black as they age.  They are about 
the size and shape of a lady bug 
with the females being a bit larger 
than the males.  SHB locate honey 
bee colonies by scent, usually fly-
ing in at dusk.  Bees seem to recog-
nize this pest and aggressively pur-
sue them inside the hive.  They 
can’t sting through the beetle’s hard 
skeleton, but they attack and bite 
them aggressively, so the adult 
SHB’s seek narrow spaces, cracks 
and crevices to hide from their at-
tackers.  Honey bees often station 
guards where beetles hide or im-
prison them in their hiding place 
with propolis. 

Any unguarded SHB female will 
lay clusters of 10 - 30 eggs (she can 
lay as many as 2,000 eggs in her 
lifetime).  The eggs hatch in 2 - 4 
days and the maggots immediately 

to become adult beetles, the whole 
beeyard can be at risk. 

There are lots of options for trap-
ping adult beetles in the hive.  Most 
simply provide a hiding place 
where the beetles drown in oil, are 
killed by a pesticide or are impris-
oned by the bees.  GardStar is a 
40% permethrin pesticide product 
labeled for use as a soil drench to 
kill SHB larvae or emerging adults.  
It is very toxic to bees and it must 
be used carefully according to the 
label instructions. Never use perme-
thrin inside a bee hive! 

It is probably best to discard heavi-
ly infested frames but it is im-
portant to kill the maggots first.  72 
hours in the freezer will kill larvae 
and unhatched eggs. Another option 
is to thoroughly wash the comb 
with a strong blast from a water 
hose.  It is best to capture the wash 
water in a tub or garbage can to 
drown the maggots.  Submerge the 
frames after washing to kill any re-
maining larvae.  Uncontaminated 
capped honey can be left out for the 
bees to salvage, but check it fre-
quently for more beetle larvae. 

SHB prefer dark places so, hives do 
better in full sun.  Translucent plas-
tic telescoping covers seem to dis-
courage hive beetles and ventilated 
inner covers can keep beetles out if 
the screen is aluminum window 
screen instead of hardware cloth.  
And many beekeepers in our area 
believe that foraging fire ants are 
beneficial, feeding on beetle larvae 
when they leave the hive to pupate. 



June Meeting Notes 

We had 49 members and guests 
sign in at our June meeting.  Three 
new members joined the organiza-
tion, bringing our membership up 
to 131!  Thanks to all who signed 
in. 

Traffic congestion due to the con-
struction on US 59 coming in from 
the northeast didn’t seem as bad as 
it has been.  Even still, if you can 
figure out a way to avoid the free-
way by coming down Hwy 36 from 
U. S. 90A, you’ll probably be in a 
better mood for the meeting. 

After President Daryl Scott called 
the meeting to order, Steve Mims 
gave an inspiring invocation and 
led us in the Pledge of Allegiance.  
Daryl then welcomed visitors, first-
timers and new members.   

Our fun bee facts for June:  Honey 
bees fly at 9 - 15 mph.  Dragonflies 
reach 25 mph (that explains a lot).  
A bee’s sting injects about 150 mi-
croliters of venom, so it takes 
190,000 stings to total one ounce of 
venom.  A lethal dose of bee venom 
is 10 stings per pound of body 
weight (so there is an advantage to 
having a few extra pounds).   

The beekeeper’s calendar for June 
includes keeping up with supers 
and preparing for the upcoming 
harvest.  Many beekeepers are re-
porting heavy supers full of un-
capped honey, most likely due to 
the wet weather making it difficult 
for the bees to get the moisture 
down as the honey cures.  It is im-
portant to only extract capped hon-
ey since wet honey can ferment. 

Gene deBons reported on a recent 
swarm call that was 25 ft. up in a 
pecan tree.  He wondered if the 
club could buy a “cherry picker”.  
Actually Jeff McMullan has used 
his bottomless water jug on a pole 
to catch swarms as high as 35 ft. 
(determined by measuring the 
length of pole sections he put to-
gether). 

Arthur Reuter asked how many 
small hive beetles others have been 
seeing.  Most agreed that they were 
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Treasurer’s Report 

Our June treasury balance was 
$4,090.51.  Since then we collected 
dues from three new members 
($15.00) and received $290.00 in 
donations.  We also collected the 
$484.91 remaining balances for our 
honey container order.  That 
amount plus the $500.00 in deposits 
reported earlier equals the total cost 
of $984.91 paid this month.  Other 
expenses included our club’s 
$100.00 donation in support of the 
USA Apimondia Bid Team and 
$733.20 for 40 copies of  The Bee-
keeper’s Handbook for our Mentor-
ing Program.  We also had a $3.00 
bank service charge that we are still 
trying to figure out.  The resulting 
treasury balance is $3,059.31. 

Mentoring Program 

Our Beekeeper Mentoring Program 
goal is pretty simple:   more knowl-
edgeable, safe, responsible, suc-
cessful  beekeepers.  We are close 
to finalizing a document that de-
scribes the structure of our pro-
gram.  We have received copies of  
The Beekeeper's Handbook as a 
reference and have discount sub-
scription forms for the “American 
Bee Journal” in hand. Our 
“Beekeeper’s Journal” has been de-
signed and ordered. We will soon 
schedule our “Weekend Work-
shops” and expect a formal kickoff 
at our August meeting. 

very numerous this year, but no one 
could top Arthur’s 300 +/- on his 
inner cover!   

Nancy Hentschel discussed a recent 
article in a beekeeping magazine 
entitled “The Back of a Beekeeper”.  
Heavy lifting is a big part of keep-
ing bees and it is important that it is 
done properly.  Always keep the 
feet at a shoulder width and bend 
the knees with a normal arch in 
your back.  Keep your center of 
gravity close:  stand close to your 
load and keep your body balanced 
vertically.  Never lift a load and turn 
at your waist:  lift the super then use 
your feet to move your whole body 
to set it aside.  It is a good idea to 
do a few stretches and warmup 
moves like jumping jacks or run-
ning in place before starting to 
move boxes around.  The article 
included photos of stretching excer-
cises that are a great way to start or 
end your day.  Check out the June 
issue of The American Bee Journal. 

Sharon Moore announced that the 
legislature has passed and the gov-
ernor signed into law the 
“exemption” bill for small honey 
producers.  There are now no State 
facility or inspection requirements 
for producers to sell or distribute up 
to 2,500 lb. of honey. Local govern-
ments cannot impose additional re-
quirements.  There are several very 
specific requirements pertaining to 
where the honey can be sold and 
how it must be labeled.  The law 
goes into effect September 1 and it 
is best that individuals read and un-
derstand what it says. 

Our meeting ended with the cus-
tomary drawing for donated door 
prizes.  Wendy Chopin won a pint 
of cut comb honey donated by Gene 
deBons.  Bill Windrow donated 
Building Beehives for Dummies 
(won by Chelsea Murray).  Bill 
Skidmore took home a basket of 
veggies from Sharon Moore’s gar-
den and Chris Murphy won a couple 
of cold beers brewed by Greg Pend-
ley.  Maureen McKnight selected a 
vitex plant donated by Gene deBons 
and Bob Hentschel won a sipping 
cup donated by Doug Rowell. 
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very mindful whenever checking on 
a weaker hive.  With weak hives, it 
may prove wise to cover the frames 
during your inspection to discourage 
robbers. 

When inspecting a hive, always wear 
adequate protective gear and use the 
beekeeper’s most useful tool:  your 
smoker.  Guard bees alert the whole 
colony to your intrusion by emitting 
alarm pheromones.  As you get start-
ed, a few puffs of smoke at the hive 
entrance will hide the guards’ sig-
nals from all the workers inside.  
Use smoke as you manipulate the 
frames or top bars too, since workers 
that are inevitably injured or killed 
will send out the alarm signal too. 

As you inspect the hive, work quick-
ly, carefully and deliberately without 
jarring the hive.  Smooth calm mo-
tions minimize the disruption.  A 
helper and their second set of eyes 
can help get finished and the hive 
closed back up in a minimum 
amount of time.  Besides disease or 
pest problems, beekeepers should 
always carefully study the comb 
from the brood nest.  It is always 
best if you can spot the queen, but 
eggs and brood (along with 
knowledge of the honey bee life cy-
cle) provide evidence that she was 
there in recent days.  It is great to see 
a full pattern of capped brood, 
heathy white larva and single fresh 
eggs at the bottom of cells. 

And don’t forget to keep a written 
log of your inspections. 

Ask a dozen beekeepers... 

Here is this month’s Q (from one of 
our members) and an A: 

 Q:  I’ve read that I shouldn’t be 
going into a hive during a major 
honey flow unless I suspect prob-
lems or are adding/removing su-
pers. I got to wondering why.  Are 
there other reasons beyond inter-
rupting the bees during this highly 
productive time and/or the potential 
to incite robbing?  I've tried to keep 
my inspections at this time to a 
minimum, usually just a very short 
peek to check whether I need to add 
supers and/or rob some brood 
frames. 

An A:  Whenever  a beekeeper  
inspects a hive, it is very disruptive 
to colony activity and it may take 
several hours for routine activity to 
be resumed.  Hive inspection 
should be for a specific purpose 
like checking the progress of a split 
or new package (or swarm) or 
checking to see that a new queen 
has been released.  Otherwise, it is 
best to just observe hive entrance 
activity for changes that may indi-
cate a problem that would require 
an inspection. 

During honey flow, the bees are 
following their powerful instincts 
and function with great efficiency.  
As you figured out, that is not a 
good time to be checking inside the 
hive.  Robbing is not very likely 
when forage is plentiful, but be 

Mentoring Program 

Our August, 2015 meeting will 
mark the rollout of our Beekeeper 
Mentoring Program.  Our goal is to 
facilitate mentoring teams (mentor 
and mentees) that result in more 
knowledgeable, safe, responsible, 
successful  beekeepers.  Many 
thanks to Wendy Chopin who has 
pushed this effort along after many 
years of good intentions.  At our 
meeting, we will distribute a docu-
ment describing the structure of 
our program that includes a pro-
gram enrollment form. 

The club has invested almost 
$1,900 getting this program going. 
Each mentoring team member will 
receive a copy of  The Beekeeper's 
Handbook as a reference.  They 
will also be provided a 
“Beekeeper’s Journal” to encour-
age a log of activities over the 12 
month program.  A ball cap com-
pletes the package.  In addition, 
each participant will be required to 
subscribe to the “American Bee 
Journal”.  Discount subscription 
coupons offer 25% savings on the 
subscription cost.  

Now the big news:  the cost to par-
ticipate is $25.00 for mentees and 
$zero for mentors (other than the 
ABJ subscription).  Generous do-
nations to our club have made this 
possible. 



July Meeting Notes 

We had 52 members and guests 
sign in at our July meeting.  We 
welcome new members Almir Me-
sic of Fulshear (Cross Creek 
Ranch) and Rocky Ybarra of East 
Bernard.  Thanks to all who signed 
in. 

Vice-President Nancy Hentshel 
called the meeting to order 
(President Daryl Scott was out of 
town on vacation).  Dave Grimme 
offered an invocation and led us in 
the Pledge of Allegiance.  Nancy 
then welcomed visitors, first-timers 
and new members.   

Our program in July continued to 
address the problem of dealing with 
small hive beetles.  “Ask a dozen 
beekeepers...” in the July Fort Bend 
Buzz had addressed the life cycle of 
the SHB.  At our July meeting, Jeff 
McMullan presented material on 
how to use our knowledge of the 
beetle’s life cycle in our efforts to 
control this obnoxious pest.   

The discussion continued based up-
on the principles in The Art of War 
by Sun Tzu, an ancient Chinese 
general.  Written around 600 B.C., 
this enduring advice stresses that to 
be successful in war you must both 
know your enemy and know your-
self.  Jeff pointed out that dealing 
with small hive beetles is indeed a 
war for the survival of our hives. 

The important knowledge of our 
“enemy” is the SHB’s life cycle 
and behavior.  As beekeepers, we 
must understand and grow the lim-
its of our knowledge and, to be suc-
cessful, we must always observe 
our hives carefully and apply this 
knowledge in a timely manner. 

Small hive beetles are averse to 
light so it is best for hives to be in 
full sun or afternoon shade.  Like-
wise, translucent plastic telescoping 
covers allow in some light and de-
ter beetles from entering the hive 
from above.   

If you use screened inner covers, it 
is best that they have window 
screen to block out beetles.  The 8-
gauge hardware cloth used in 
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Treasurer’s Report 

Our July treasury balance was 
$3,059.31.  Since then we collect-
ed dues from two new members 
($10.00) and received $100.00 in 
donations.  We also were refunded 
the $3.00 bank charges mentioned 
last month.  Costs this month asso-
ciated with our Beekeeper Mentor-
ing Program totaled $1,050.58. 
The resulting treasury balance is 
$2,121.73, consisting of $2,081.73 
in our Wells Fargo checking ac-
count plus $40.00 in cash for 
change. 

prizes.  Sharon Moore and Albert 
Smaistrla scored great looking red-
meat watermelons while Vina 
Burns took home a yellow one.  
They were donated by Milton 
Woods of Bonus, Tx.  Milton att-
ned our May meeting in search of 
help pollenating a couple of acres 
of melons.  He cut a deal with Jeff 
McMullan who loaded three hives 
on his trailer for him.  Milton took 
the bees to his farm, parking the 
trailer out of the way.  After a few 
weeks of pollenation duty, Milton 
closed up the hives, hooked on to 
the trailer and returned his helpers 
to Jeff’s bee yard.  Andy Kuba 
won some fresh fig preserves put 
up by Jerry and Dona Tomplait.  
David Haas won a bottle of Albert 
Smaistrla’s honey while John 
McConnon won a pint jar of Her-
man Hoot’s Brazos Bend Honey. 

screened bottom boards allows bee-
tles in, but at least varroa mites can 
fall out as well.  SHB adults fly at 
dusk and locate hives by scent.  It is 
best to avoid opening a hive late in 
the day since beetles can gain easy 
entrance inside.  Dusk is a good 
time to remove the telescoping cov-
er if you have window screen inner 
covers.  Several beekeepers report-
ed that it is satisfying to squish bee-
tles as they land on the screen at-
tempting to get inside.  Some re-
ported killing 30 or more as they 
landed on the screen. 

Most beetles get inside by just 
walking in the hive entrance.  Many 
recommend reducing the entrance 
as much as possible without creat-
ing congestion.  That allows guard 
bees to better exclude adult beetles. 

Bees react aggressively to SHB’s so 
the pests often seek refuge in cracks 
and crevices.  Frame spacers and 
frame rests should be carefully con-
structed.  Avoid creating places for 
adult beetles to hide.  Top bars in 
top bar hives must fit snuggly to-
gether.  Make sure that there is “bee 
space” on top of frames or top bars.  
If you open your Langstroth hive 
and see beetles on top of the frames, 
you have a problem that must be 
dealt with.  In fact, whenever you 
see an adult SHB anywhere other 
than on comb, check the area for 
hiding places to be fixed. 

It is probably a good idea to always 
have some small hive beetle control 
measure in place.  There are oil 
filled traps that mount between or 
on frames or beneath the hive.  
Since fire ants feed on vegetable oil, 
mineral oil is recommended for use.  
Other traps provide a hiding place 
and the bees imprison SHB’s after 
they take refuge.  Some of them use 
a piece of a CheckMite+ strip to kill 
the beetles once they are inside. 

Other practices include feeding only 
partial pollen patties that are 
wrapped in foil.  Weak colonies 
should be eliminated, requeened or 
combined. 

Our meeting ended with the cus-
tomary drawing for donated door 
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should expect 14 answers.  Hope-
fully all 14 are technically sound 
and only reflect an individual’s 
preference.  To help make sure that 
is the case, each member on our 
mentoring teams gets a copy of an 
excellent reference book:  The Bee-
keeper's Handbook by Diana Sam-
matro and Alphonse Avitabile 
(2011).  This book was carefully 
selected, in large part because it is 
one of the newer beekeeping guide 
books available.  It seems that new 
challenges to successful beekeeping 
arise every day and any reference 
material should be as current as 
possible.  To help stay current, each 
team member must also subscribe 
to The American Bee Journal 
monthly magazine.  A 25% sub-
scription discount is available to all 
Association members. 

Each mentoring team member re-
ceives a “Beekeeper’s Journal” that 
was developed specifically for this 
program.  It is a pocket-sized log 
book to record activities.  It in-
cludes basic beekeeping safety 
pointers as well as a handy refer-
ence to help identify things we see 
in the hive.  A honey bee life cycle 
diagram and several years worth of 
calendars help make the Journal an 
essential tool in the bee yard. 

The cost to participate is $25.00 for 
mentees and $zero for mentors 
(other than the ABJ subscription).  
This is an incredible bargain since 
the reference book alone has a retail 
price of $29.95.  And then we have 

Ask a dozen beekeepers... 

Here is this month’s Q (from one of 
our members) and an A: 

 Q:  I’m really interested in the 
club’s beekeeper mentoring pro-
gram.  When will it be up and run-
ning? 

An A:  The For t Bend Beekeepers 
Association Beekeeper Mentoring 
Program is up and running NOW.   

Anyone interested in becoming a 
beekeeper should start by joining a 
local beekeeper association.  Our 
group is one of several in the area 
and new members are added to the 
roster each month.  Our member-
ship now stands at 136!  Attending 
our monthly meetings affords the 
opportunity to make contacts and 
find others when seeking advice or 
direction.  Informal “mentoring” 
was happening all the time. 

As our membership has grown, the 
need for a more formal approach to 
mentoring was recognized.  New 
beekeeper Wendy Chopin is coordi-
nating our Beekeeper Mentoring 
Program that now has five mentor-
ing teams.   

Hopefully, almost every member 
will become either a mentor or 
“mentee” because it is very im-
portant that all beekeepers are  
knowledgeable, safe, responsible, 
and successful  (the goals of our 
program). 

As we all know, when you ask a 
dozen beekeepers a question, you 

a “sweetener”: a Fort Bend Bee-
keepers Association ball cap.  Gen-
erous donations to our club have 
made this great member benefit 
program possible. 

Another part of our mentoring pro-
gram will be “weekend workshops” 
for mentors, mentees and all mem-
bers of our association. The work-
shop format will not be a program 
to listen to.  Instead it will be hands 
on “show and tell” with topics like 
selecting what to buy (boxes and 
bees), assembling hive components, 
selecting what to buy (gadgets and 
gear), splits for swarm control, har-
vesting and packaging honey, etc.  

More mentoring program details are 
on our web site:  fortbendbeekeep-
ers. org.  There is also information 
on how to subscribe to a new online 
forum for our members and mentor-
ing teams to share information: 
fortbendbees.proboards.com. 

Thanks Wendy for making all this 
happen!! 

Treasurer’s Report 

Our August treasury balance was 
$2,121.73.  Since then we collected 
dues from three new members 
($15.00) and received $100.00 in 
donations.  We also collected 
$60.00 for the use of the club’s hon-
ey harvest set up. The resulting 
treasury balance is $2,296.73, con-
sisting of $2,266.73 in our Wells 
Fargo checking account plus $30.00 
in cash to make change. 



August Meeting Notes 

We had 38 members and guests 
sign in at our August meeting.  At-
tendance was down a bit due to 
some heavy weather that hit right 
before meeting time.  The meeting 
went on despite thunder, lightening 
and short power interruptions.  Our 
PA system is battery powered so 
we were prepared to continue even 
if the lights went out! 

We welcomed new members Glen-
da McGaughey of Sugar Land and 
Dennis Young of Simonton. 
Thanks to all who signed in. 

After a short delay because of the 
weather, President Daryl Scott  
called the meeting to order.  Kim 
Kutach had volunteered to offer an 
invocation and lead us in the Pledge 
of Allegiance.  Kim called in to re-
port terrible weather and flooded 
roads; she had turned around to 
head back home.  Daryl Scott stood 
in for Kim then announced a set of 
lost keys that were found in the 
parking lot.  Doug Rowell had 
dropped them trying to dodge the 
rain. 

Daryl’s fun bee facts for August: 
worker bees have 170 odor recep-
tors while drones have far more.  
For comparison, fruit flies have 62 
and mosquitoes have 79.  Honey 
bees use their sense of smell to rec-
ognize hive-mates, to communicate 
within the hive and to find food.  
Scientists have trained honey bees 
to detect explosives and illegal 
drugs. 

Another incredible fact is that hon-
ey bees have fine hairs on the eyes 
that keep them clean by catching 
dirt and pollen.  Hairy eyeballs? 

Daryl reminded us that the bee-
keeping calendar finds us in the late 
summer dearth:  nectar and pollen 
are in short supply.  In a few weeks 
though, the goldenrod and ragweed 
will be blooming.  Yellow rain tree 
blooms will not be far behind. Fall 
splits or requeening as well as a fall 
harvest will be here soon too.  Dar-
yl also showed off an internet 
score.  He uses toilet levelling 
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shims to prop his telescoping covers 
for improved ventilation.  He found 
a plumber’s bulk pack for cheap on 
the internet. 

County Extension Agent (and bee-
keeper mentee) Boone Holladay 
discussed “swarm calls” to the Ex-
tension office.  He reported several 
successes with our swarm trapping 
program in the spring.  The Associ-
ation purchased 18 swarm traps that 
are available for use through the 
Extension office.  When bees move 
in, a member is called in to relocate 
the colony to a managed hive.  
Trapped bees and captured swarms 
prevented major problems from 
bees occupying the wall of 
someone’s house.  Unfortunately, 
most calls are to have bees re-
moved.  It seems that many folks 
expect beekeepers to show up at 
their beckon call to remove bees 
from their house for free.  Few bee-
keepers do this work as a matter of 
routine, so we’ve reworded our web 
site to make it clear that bee remov-
al is a pest control problem.  The 
Association does not encourage 
members to do removals because of 
potentially serious problems with 
mean bees, damages or injuries.  
The Texas Apiary Inspection Ser-
vice has a list of people that are li-
censed to transport bees across 
county lines and may do removals. 

Our meeting ended with the cus-
tomary drawing for donated door 
prizes.  L. D. Lewis, guest Cindy 
Massengale and Craig Rench each 
won a pair of beetle traps made and 
donated by Jeff McMullan.  Marga-
ret Smaistrla took home a pint jar of 
Bob Hentchel’s honey while Her-
man Hoot scored a jar brought in by 
Kenneth Nugent.  Doug Rowell, 
Milton Woods, Michael Booth and 
Clarence Thielemann each won toi-
let shims donated by Daryl Scott 
(and he still has plenty of them).  
Guest Jessica Boudreaux won a can 
of organic pinto beans and an eye 
glass cloth donated by Doug Row-
ell. 

Did you know? 

The Fort Bend Beekeepers own 
equipment that members can bor-
row.  We have honey harvest 
equipment, a solar wax melter and 
frame assembly gear.  Contacts for 
members wishing to use the equip-
ment are: 

Extraction Equipment 
  Jim Lynch  
  JWLTX@AOL.com 
  713 254-3922  

Solar Wax Melter 
  Nancy Hentschel 
  Nancy6610@windstream.net 
  832 228-7642 
Frame Assembly Gear 
  Nancy Hentschel 
  Nancy6610@windstream.net 
  832 228-7642 

The melter and frame assembly 
gear can be borrowed at no cost.  
Members that borrow the extrac-
tion equipment must pay $20 for a 
week of use and provide a $500 
deposit check made out to the As-
sociation to assure that it is re-
turned in a condition ready for the 
next user.  The equipment package 
includes a two-frame manual ex-
tractor and stand, a stainless steel 
double sieve, a serrated uncapping 
knife, a pin roller, an uncapping 
fork and an uncapping tub.  Bor-
rowers need to provide a container 
for their honey (a 5-gal pail or bot-
tling bucket is suggested).   
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It is apparent that honey bees are 
well adapted for winter survival, 
even in climates far colder than 
ours.  Our mild winters often re-
quire little more of the beekeeper 
than keeping a watch on things as 
the seasons change.  Successful 
overwintering depends on there be-
ing enough bees to cluster and stay 
warm, adequate food reserves for 
the winter and early brood produc-
tion, hive ventilation, pest and dis-
ease management, and queen sur-
vival.   

The most fundamental advice is to 
always have strong healthy hives.  
Weak colonies are most at risk dur-
ing the winter.  Weak colonies in 
fall may be from late season 
swarming, poor brood rearing or 
failing queens.  It is good advice to 
combine weak colonies to improve 
chances of survival.  (Remember 
that there can be only one queen!)  
In the spring the combined colony 
can be split back into two hives. 

Starvation is the number one cause 
of winter colony losses.  In our area 
we usually have a strong goldenrod 
and ragweed nectar flow this time 
of the year.  Be sure to provide su-
pers for this winter food supply and 
remove queen excluders.  We often 
see lots of activity as our bees are 
able to forage on warmer days all 
during the winter.  Don’t be misled 
by this activity:  a few weeks of 
cold wet weather could exhaust the 
hive’s reserves.  From time to time 
all winter you should lift the back 
of each hive for the comforting feel 

Ask a dozen beekeepers... 

Here is this month’s Q (from one of 
our members) and an A: 

 Q:  I’m a new beekeeper and this 
will be my first “overwintering”.  
So far things have gone well for my 
bees and I don’t want to screw up.  
What things should I be concerned 
about with winter weather on its 
way? 

An A:  It is great that you have 
things going well and you are look-
ing ahead to the cooler weather that 
is most certainly on its way.   

Honey bee brood production slows 
in fall and the colony surrounds the 
brood nest area with honey and pol-
len stores.  The bees begin to clus-
ter in cool weather with many of 
them going head first into empty 
cells to allow a tight group that is 
able to stay warm.  The bees on the 
outside of the cluster are in a 
chilled stupor as they insulate those 
in the middle.  The bees at the cen-
ter of the cluster exercise their 
flight muscles to generate warmth.  
The whole hive cavity is not kept 
heated; only the bees in the center 
of the cluster stay warm. From time 
to time the warm bees inside the 
cluster switch places with their 
chilled sisters.  Staying warm re-
quires a lot of food energy and the 
colony moves upward as it con-
sumes its pollen and honey stores.  
Be sure to remove queen excluders 
so the queen is not stranded below 
as the colony moves upward into its 
food reserves. 

of heavy remaining stores of honey.  
Feeding with heavy syrup in late 
fall may be necessary, but remem-
ber that temperatures must be above 
50oF for the bees to take syrup.  Di-
vision board or internal feeders are 
best for fall feeding. 

Hive ventilation in winter is very 
important since the cluster gives off 
considerable moisture.  If ventila-
tion is inadequate, water can con-
dense on the cold inner walls.  Tele-
scoping covers and inner covers can 
be arranged to allow adequate air 
circulation.  Migratory covers may 
require a top entrance for adequate 
ventilation.  Many beekeepers leave 
screened bottom boards open over 
the winter, or you can block the 
opening with a piece of plastic cam-
paign sign.  Entrance reducers help 
conserve heat and mouse guards are 
sometimes necessary.  Insulation or 
covering the hive is not needed in 
our area.  A wind break of some 
sort on the north side of exposed 
hives doesn’t hurt. 

Varroa mites can weaken colonies 
at the onset of winter.  Mite treat-
ments might be advised based on 
mite drop, sugar dusting or mite 
sampling.  Treatment should be de-
layed until after the final harvest.  
Be aware that many of the mite 
treatments have specific tempera-
ture ranges for their use. 

The biggest disease problem in win-
ter is nosema, akin to dysentery or 
the like in honey bees.  If weather 
prevents cleansing flights, infected 
bees poop in the hive and spread the 



September Meeting Notes 

We had 45 members and guests 
sign in at our September meeting.  
A quick head count came up with 
about 53, so someone didn’t sign in. 

Following an invocation and Pledge 
of Allegiance led by Kim Kutach, 
President Daryl Scott welcomed our 
guests, including new members 
Tom Barnes, Daniel Boudreaux and 
JayJay McGrath.  They are wanting 
to learn about getting started keep-
ing bees. 

Daryl brought in back issues of bee 
magazines for anyone interested in 
taking some home.  He also remind-
ed everyone that our annual dues 
are $5.00 and reported that he read 
that the Collin County Hobby Bee-
keepers charge that much to attend 
each meeting to cover the cost of 
the meeting facilities.  This illus-
trates again how much our organi-
zation appreciates the cooperation 
and support of Texas A&M 
AgriLife Extension Service and 
Fort Bend County Commissioner’s 
Court. 

Daryl reminded members that the 
Texas Beekeepers Association’s 
annual convention will be October 
30-31 in Belton, Texas.  The meet-
ing will have multiple events in-
cluding programs on many different 
topics as well as a honey and photo 
contest.  Details and registration 
information can be found at http://
texasbeekeepers.org/.  Daryl also 
reminded everyone about the new 
labeling requirements for honey not 
produced under a Texas food manu-
facturer’s permit.  There are no fa-
cility or inspection requirements, 
but labeling must read:  “Bottled or 
packaged in a facility not inspected 
by the Texas Department of State 
Health Services.”  The TBA plans 
to order a large quantity of these 
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labels.  There are other specific la-
beling requirements that everyone 
should understand. 

FUN FACTS for September were all 
about royal jelly, the rich substance 
that turns what would be an ordinary 
worker into a queen bee.  Workers 
produce royal jelly from pollen and 
secretions from a gland in their 
heads.  It is the diet of all larvae for 
two days after hatching, but a larva 
selected to become a queen is con-
tinuously fed royal jelly until the 
queen cell is capped six days after 
hatching.  It has been reported that 
pigs and roosters fed royal jelly 
lived much longer lives.  Fruit flies 
were bigger and chickens layed 
more eggs.  Royal jelly also reversed 
menopause in women and rejuvenat-
ed older men.  It was all on the inter-
net so it must be true. 

The September beekeeper’s calendar 
included final honey harvest, over-
wintering medications, requeening 
and combining weak hives. 

Nancy Hentschel gave a book report 
on “Feed Your Brain First”, Part 3 in 
the Honey Revolution Series.  The 
book praises the health benefits of 
eating honey, including claims its 
carbohydrates produce more liver 
glycogen for brain fuel than any oth-
er food.  

Wendy Chopin reported on our Bee-
keeper Mentoring Program.  Five 
mentoring teams are now up and 
running and plans are being made 
for upcoming weekend workshops.  
More teams will require more men-
tors so let Wendy know if you can 
help since we have mentees in wait-
ing. 

Jeff McMullan showed a fun video 
of how to make and use a “swarm 
jug” out of the five gallon plastic 
water bottle donated as a door prize 
by Daryl Scott. 

John Lynch brought in the club’s 
honey harvest setup and explained 
its use.  Being able to borrow this 
(and other) club-owned equipment is 
a great benefit of being a member.  
Sharon Moore reported that she had 
ordered one of the “flow hives” that 
was viral on the internet.  She’ll 

Club-Owned Equipment 

The contacts for members wishing 
to use the club’s equipment are: 

Extraction Equipment 
  Jim Lynch  
  JWLTX@AOL.com 
  713 254-3922  

Solar Wax Melter 
  Nancy Hentschel 
  Nancy6610@windstream.net 
  832 228-7642 

Frame Assembly Gear 

  Nancy Hentschel 
  Nancy6610@windstream.net 
  832 228-7642 

Treasurer’s Report 

Last month’s treasury balance was 
$2,296.73.  Since then we collected 
dues from 5 members ($25.00) and 
received $300.00 in mentoring pro-
gram registrations (12 at $25.00).  
We spent $56.69 on meeting sup-
plies.  The resulting treasury bal-
ance is $2,565.04 ($2,485.04 in our 
checking account plus $80.00 in 
cash). 

disease throughout the colony.  For-
tunately in our area we get frequent 
balmy days for cleansing flights, 
but be on the lookout for yellow-
orange splatters of bee poop near 
the hive entrance.  Antibiotic treat-
ments are available, but work best 
as a preventive measure. 

keep us posted. 

Door prize winners were John Pet-
ter (“Feed Your Brain First” donat-
ed by Nancy Hentschel), Matt 
Pfitzinger (a dozen of Sharon 
Moore’s yard eggs), and Kim Ku-
tach and Andy Kuba (honey and 
pecans donated by Rosie McCusk-
er).  Norman Harris won the jug. 
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should be followed.  Varroa mites 
reproduce in capped brood.  There 
are various honey bee strains that 
can identify and remove infected 
brood to control mite populations.   

Screened bottom boards make 
sense since falling mites end up 
outside of the hive to die a slow 
death.  Most beekeepers in our area 
leave the screened bottom board 
open year around.  If extremely 
cold weather is expected, a plastic 
sign can be used as a temporary 
closure. 

Another beekeeping practice in-
tended to control varroa is the use 
of small cell foundation (varroa 
prefer larger brood).  Drone founda-
tion is another alternative that at-
tracts reproducing mites. Larger 
drone brood can better withstand 
mite feeding and the longer brood 
cycle benefits mite reproduction.  
Capped drone brood (and reproduc-
ing mites) is killed in the freezer.  It 
can be returned to the hive for the 
bees to clean up, but it is a good 
idea to check a sample of the frozen 
white pupae for evidence of mahog-
any colored mites.  Uncap the drone 
brood with a cappings fork and 
shake the frozen pupae into a tray 
for close examination.  Percent in-
fested pupae is a good measure. 

Besides examining frozen drone 
brood, there are several other sam-
pling methods to help identify the 
level of mite infestation.  Sifting 
powdered sugar between frames 
causes mites to lose their grip and 
fall off their host.  A tray below the 

Ask a dozen beekeepers... 

Here is this month’s Q (from one of 
our members) and an A: 

 Q:  Last month’s Q and A as well 
as the meeting program was about 
winter preparations.  What about 
varroa treatments? 

An A:  This is a great “ask a dozen 
beekeepers” question.  There is lit-
tle doubt about the debilitating im-
pact of varroa mite parasites on 
honey bee colonies.  Colonies heav-
ily burdened by these pests are like-
ly to die out over the winter if the 
population falls and the survivors 
cannot keep warm.  Dealing with 
varroa can range from doing noth-
ing (“let the strong survive”) to ag-
gressive use of hive treatments. 

Varroa have been compared to fleas 
on our pets: some level of infesta-
tion is probably sustainable since 
zero is difficult or impossible to 
achieve.  Varroa mites transmit 
honey bee diseases and, to carry the 
flea analogy along, bubonic plague 
would introduce a new perspective 
to a flea problem. 

Integrated Pest Management (IPM) 
is a strategy for managing pests 
while avoiding problems with ex-
cessive pesticide use or pests be-
coming resistant to our treatments.  
IPM means to use the least toxic 
means to control an identified pest 
that is causing or likely to cause 
significant damage.  

Some basic beekeeping practices 
have no toxicity concerns and 

screened bottom board can be ex-
amined for mite “drop”, with or 
without the sugar dusting.  You can 
also catch a sample of bees in a jar 
then add powdered sugar to dis-
lodge any mites.  Dump the sugar 
and bees in a tray and allow the 
sugar coated “bee ghosts” to return 
to their hive.  Examine the remain-
ing sugar for mites.  For the mite 
count to be meaningful, the sample 
size should be the same: about 1/2 
cup is recommended (about 300 
bees).  For a more precise number, 
the bee sample can be sacrificed by 
killing them with alcohol or engine 
starting fluid.  Dividing the number 
of dead mites by the number of 
dead bees gives a measure of per-
cent infestation.  You’ll need to 
read up a bit to decide what thresh-
old value is appropriate.  But if you 
see bees with deformed wings, they 
are victims of deformed wing virus, 
known to be spread by varroa mites. 

When our IPM efforts indicate that 
hive treatment for varroa is in order, 
this is the season to take action.  
The least toxic in hive treatment is 
sugar dusting to dislodge mites.  
“Soft” treatments include organic 
acids or thymol or other essential 
oils.  It is very important to know 
that these products can be very det-
rimental if the weather is too hot!!  
Read up first! 

Hard pesticides for hive use can of-
ten lead to pesticide resistance as 
we try to “kill a bug on a bug”, so, 
once again, read up and choose 
your hive treatments carefully. 



October Meeting Notes 

We had 40 members and guests 
sign in at our October meeting.  No-
lan Donald offered an invocation 
and led us in the Pledge of Alle-
giance.  President Daryl Scott wel-
comed our guests and new members 
Susan and Mark Morgan and Ken-
neth Doucet.  They are wanting to 
learn about getting started keeping 
bees. 

Jeff McMullan announced that the 
Brazoria County Beekeepers is or-
dering queens if anyone needs one. 
He also announced that all of the 
baggies of cottonseed hulls in the 
back of the room were donated by 
Nancy Hentschel for use as smoker 
fuel, “take some with you”.   Daryl 
Scott reminded members that the 
Texas Beekeepers Association’s 
annual convention will be October 
30-31 in Belton, Texas.   

FUN FACTS for October were 
about the properties of honey.  Con-
suming honey gives our body quick 
energy and it is said to counteract 
the effects of alcohol.  Honey is an 
effective wound dressing since it is 
anti-inflammatory, stimulates tissue 
growth and has antimicrobial prop-
erties.  Honey is quite acidic with a 
pH of 3.9 (about the same as ketch-
up).  When cooking with honey, 
some folks add 1/4 teaspoon of bak-
ing soda to counter this acidity.  
Use 1 1/2 cups of honey to replace 
each cup of sugar and reduce the 
liquid in recipes by 1/4 cup per cup 
of honey used in place of sugar.  
Also reduce cooking temperature 
by 25oF when substituting honey. 

Our October program was by Chris 
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Moore, Vice President of the Texas 
Beekeepers Association.  Chris is a 
commercial beekeeper in Sour Lake 
with some 2,500 hives.  He admitted 
to being a little “nuts” for working 
so hard to make a living with bees. 

As a commercial beekeeper, Chris’ 
goal is to have really strong hives 
ready for almond pollination by the 
first week in February.  Going in to 
winter he first treats his hives for 
varroa.  These are “blood sucking 
parasites that spread diseases we 
can’t even identify”.  His miticide 
choice is ApiVar (plastic strips im-
pregnated with the pesticide Ami-
traz).  He also sometimes uses 
“softer” alternatives:  Apiguard 
(thymol gel) or Mite Away Quick 
Strips (formic acid).  These two 
products are very volatile and can be 
quite harmful if used when the 
weather is too warm! 

Adequate stores are very important 
to overwintering success.  The 
hive’s “pantry” is the comb sur-
rounding the brood nest that is filled 
with honey and pollen.  Honey 
stored further away may not be ac-
cessible to the bees in very cold 
weather.  He sometimes scratches 
off the cap of honey in supers to en-
courage the bees to move it down 
into the “pantry”. 

Fall forage is abundant now and 
Chris expects it to remain available 
until the first freeze.  Starvation is 
the number one cause of winter loss, 
so Chris begins feeding in late win-
ter.  He usually uses 1:1 sugar syrup 
(plus essential oils as a feeding stim-
ulant).  2:1 sugar syrup is used on 
light hives.  He sometimes uses high 
fructose corn syrup (HFCS) but bees 
seem to eat sugar syrup but store the 
HFCS.  1/4 cup of bleach in five gal-
lons of syrup controls algae and pre-
vents fermentation. 

Door prize winners in October were 
Gene deBons (a plant donated by the 
McConnon’s), Milton Woods and 
Jeff McNight (a squeeze bottle of 
Sharon Moore’s Hawk’s Nest Farm 
honey), Daniel Boudreaux (a block 
of beeswax donated by Kelly Mor-
ris) and Dave Grimme (honey donat-
ed by the McConnon’s).  

Club-Owned Equipment 

The contacts for members wishing 
to use the club’s equipment are: 

Extraction Equipment 
  Jim Lynch  
  JWLTX@AOL.com 
  713 254-3922  

Solar Wax Melter 
  Nancy Hentschel 
  Nancy6610@windstream.net 
  832 228-7642 

Frame Assembly Gear 

  Nancy Hentschel 
  Nancy6610@windstream.net 
  832 228-7642 

Treasurer’s Report 

Last month’s treasury balance was 
$2,565.04 .  Since then we spent 
$7.55 on batteries for our speaker 
system, collected dues from 5 new 
members ($25.00) and received a 
$100.00 donation.  The resulting 
treasury balance is $2,682.49 
($2,637.49 in our Wells Fargo 
checking account plus $45.00 in 
cash to make change).  

Clean Out The Garage 

Cooler weather means that it is time 
to clean out the garage.  As we dis-
cussed at our October meeting, eve-
ryone is encouraged to bring those 
beekeeping supplies that you want 
to sell, trade or give away at our 
November 10th meeting.  If you 
have extra hive components or bee-
keeper gear, bring it along.  (We’ll 
probably make this a frequent event 
if there is enough interest.) 

Mentoring Program 

We have six mentoring teams up 
and running and can use a few more 
mentors.  We use the term “teams” 
very deliberately.  The “mentor” 
isn’t expected to have all the an-
swers, only to have beekeeping ex-
perience and the willingness to lead 
the group along. 


