
The Fort Bend Beekeepers Association meets on the second Tuesday of the month (except December) at 7:00 pm in Fort 
Bend County’s “Bud” O’Shieles Community Center, 1330 Band Rd., Rosenberg, Texas.  Visitors (and new members) are 
always welcome (membership dues are $5.00 for the calendar year).  Our first meeting for 2015 will be Tuesday, January 
13.  The Association provides coffee and lemonade for meeting refreshments while members volunteer to bring snacks.   
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tion.  A maximum of 20 acres, 
comes under this exemption, so on-
ly a portion of larger tracts can be 
appraised for beekeeping.  Each 
appraisal district sets how many 
hives are necessary, depending on 
the size of the tract and the area’s 
climate and resources.  The taxable 
value of property appraised for bee-
keeping is calculated based on the 
commercial value of its potential 
honey production. 

Property currently in agricultural 
use can be appraised for beekeep-
ing.  If property is taxed at its mar-
ket value, it must have been in agri-
cultural use for five years before 
it’s taxable value can be lowered.  
Appraisal districts require records 
of some form to make this conver-
sion.  Also understand that ag-use 
taxation is a deferral and if property 
loses its agricultural exemption, 
five years of back taxes come due. 

Ask a dozen beekeepers... 

Here is this month’s Q (from one of 
our members) and an A: 

 Q:  What is the scoop on proper ty 
tax exemption for beekeeping? 

An A:  Proper ty taxes are assessed 
based on either its market value or, 
under specific circumstances, its use.  
Lower taxable value means a lower 
tax bill.  In 2011 the Texas legislature 
passed (and the governor signed) a 
law making beekeeping an agricultur-
al use for open space property tax ap-
praisal.  A landowner’s tax liability 
may be significantly reduced by this 
statute since land’s taxable value as 
“bee pasture” would likely be far less 
than its market value.  Since each ap-
praisal district interprets the statute 
independently, you should visit with 
the agricultural-use appraiser at your 
Central Appraisal District for a defini-
tive answer to your question.  Here 
are a few basic facts that can help 
guide your conversation. 

Land qualifies for this property tax 
treatment when it is used to “raise or 
keep bees for pollination or for the 
production of human food or other 
tangible products”.  The law states 
that the food or products must have 
commercial value, but must not nec-
essarily be sold commercially. Fur-
ther, the landowner can lease property 
for beekeeping, so actually owning or 
managing bee hives is not required.    

The statute limits this valuation to 
property of five to twenty acres.  If 
the property includes a homestead, 
one acre is usually attributed to the 
home site.  If the total acreage minus 
the homestead is less than five acres, 
it is ineligible for beekeeping valua-

cluding such things as baked goods, 
candy, nuts, herbs, cucumber pick-
les, mustard, etc.  It excluded any 
food that required refrigeration after 
preparation.  Other aspects of the 
Cottage Food Law include require-
ments to obtain a food handler’s 
permit from a state accredited pro-
gram and to label the food as pre-
pared in a home kitchen.  Individu-
als must sell the product personally; 
internet, mail order or third-party 
sales aren’t allowed under the law.  
The Texas Beekeeper’s Association 
believes a stand-alone bill is needed 
for the hobby beekeeper and passed 
a resolution to that affect at its an-
nual meeting in November.  The 
TBA Legislative Committee is pur-
suing a law similar to the one in 
Oklahoma. 

Ray Smaistrla introduced Bruce 
Davis, who presented a detailed 
program on home mead making.  
The basic requirements are honey, 
water and yeast, but those are only 
the basics.  Bruce provided a 7-page 
handout covering all aspects of 
mead making, including specific 
directions for Dry Mead, Medium 
Mead and Sweet Mead.  He patient-
ly answered questions from the au-
dience concerning sources of yeast 
and yeast nutrients.  

The meeting closed with a couple 
of important announcements (see 
the related articles).  Our second 
annual Super Painting Contest will 
be in March 2015.  Also, officer 
elections will be held in January.  
Both President and Vice-President 
incumbents will be leaving their 
posts.  Members interested in any of 
the officer slots should volunteer as 
soon as possible.     

November Meeting Notes 

Fifty-one members and guests 
signed the roster at our last meeting 
for 2014.  Members donated 22 
door prizes for the meeting so 
Christmas came early for lots of 
beekeepers.  Thanks to the donors 
and congratulations to the winners. 

Sharon Moore provided handouts 
and led a discussion about her at-
tempts to legalize hobbyists who 
produce honey and sell the surplus.  
The Texas Cottage Food Law 
seemed at first look to be the proper 
place to include honey, although it 
was not part of the original law in 
2011.  The law covered home-
prepared foods that are not consid-
ered “potentially hazardous”  in-



Refreshments Sign Up and Swarm Call List 

Our Association (thanks to B. Bohus) provides coffee and 
lemonade and members volunteer to bring a snack or 
dessert to the monthly meetings.  At our January meeting, 
volunteers can sign up to provide refreshments for our 
2015 meetings.   

We’ll also pass around a swarm call list that will be used 
to direct folks that contact our organization to members 
that capture swarms or do cutouts or those that want free 
bees.  We’ll also use it to find a home for bees trapped as 
a service to our communities. 

Super Painting Contest 

Our Second Annual Super Painting Contest will be judged 
at our March meeting.  Decorated shallow or medium su-
pers (8 or 10 frame) can be entered in one of three catego-
ries:  KIDS (through 12 years), TEENS (age 13 to 19), 
and ADULTS (20 and older).  Winners will be determined 
by member ballot and announced at the meeting.  In addi-
tion to awards, winners get bragging rights for a whole 
year. 

Dues Are Due 

Membership dues for the Fort Bend Beekeepers Associa-
tion are $5.00 for the calendar year.  All member dues for 
2015 are now due.  Don’t forget to stash a five dollar bill 
in your wallet and get your dues paid at our January meet-
ing.   

Our member rosters and mailing lists show who has not 
yet paid dues by their names being in italics.  Of course 
everyone’s name is that way at our first meeting of the 
year, but if you don’t get this chore done, your name will 
show up in dreaded italics on our member roster. 

Elections 

At our November meeting, Gene deBons was appointed to 
head a nominating committee for the election of officers.  
Gene will report on the committee’s slate of nominees at 
our January meeting.  We will be voting after additional 
nominations from the floor.  If you are interested in 
serving as an officer, please let Gene know. 

Educational programs of the Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service are open to all 
people without regard to race, color, religion, sex, national origin, age, disability, 
genetic information or veteran status. Persons with disabilities who plan to attend this 
meeting and who may need auxiliary aid or services are required to contact Texas 
A&M AgriLife Extension Service at 281 342-3034 five working days prior to the 
meeting so appropriate arrangements can be made. The Texas A&M University Sys-
tem, U.S. Department of Agriculture, and the County Commissioners Courts of Texas 
cooperating. 

 

 

Boone Holladay 

County Extension Agent– Horticulture 
Fort Bend County 
jb.holladay@ag.tamu.edu 
281 342-3034 ext. 7034 
 

Texas A&M 
AgriLife Extension Service 
Fort Bend County 
1402 Band Road, Suite 100 
Rosenberg, TX 77471 

Treasurer’s Report 

Our November, 2014 balance was $3,439.46.  Since that 
time we spent $440.97 to renew our web site registration 
and hosting for three years and $15.15 for a pin uncapper 
to add to our extracting setup. Our treasury balance is 
$2,983.34, consisting of $50.00 in cash (to make change) 
plus a Wells Fargo checking account balance of 
$2,933.34.  

A financial summary and property inventory for 2014 is 
presented at right.  The main highlights are the $854.81 in 
donations and the public address system that we bought 
for our meetings and outreach events. 


