
AG PRODUCERS NEWS
Fall 2016Volume 5 | Issue 2

erath.agrilife.org

Erath County Extension Office
112 W College St., Rm 109

Stephenville, TX 76401
Lonnie Jenschke CEA - Ag/NR

l-jenschke@tamu.edu | 254-965-1460

ERATH COUNTY

Workshop topics include: 
•	Conservation Easement Overview

•	 Income and Estate Tax 
Considerations 

•	 Tax	Benefits	of	Donating	a	
Conservation Easement

•	Discussions with Conservation 
Easement Donors

This	workshop	will	focus	on	conservation	
easements—a tool available to help 
landowners steward and protect 
their	land	investment	in	the	long	term.	
Conservation easements are one 
of	 the	 most	 flexible	 and	 effective	
means	to	protect	private	property.	A	
conservation easement is a voluntary 
legal	 agreement	 that	 ensures	 a	
property	 will	 forever	 be	 conserved	
according	 to	 the	 landowner’s	wishes.	
Each	 individual	agreement	 is	 unique,	
reflecting	the	special	qualities	of	 the	
land	 and	 the	 conservation	 goals	 of	
the	landowner.	

Many landowners are concerned 
about	 conserving	 those	 special	
natural	 features	 on	 their	 family-
owned	 property	 and	 maintaining	
the	 productivity	 of	 their	 land.	
Landowners	 face	 the	 challenge	 of	
increasing	 tax	 burdens	 associated	
with	 land	 ownership,	 including	 the	
potential	 impact	 of	 estate	 taxes	 on	
their	heirs.	This	seminar	is	designed	to	
provide	 farmers,	 ranchers	and	other	
landowners	 with	 effective	 tools	 and	
resources to help them deal with the 
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issues	inherent	in	passing	family	land	
on	to	future	generations.	

The workshop cost is $10 
per person which includes 
refreshments and materials. 
Walk-ins are welcome or RSVP 
to cynthia@ranchconnection.
com or 817.366.3850 

------------------------------------------
Workshop Sponsors: 
Ranch Connection LLC and the Texas 
Land Conservancy in conjunction 
with	 Wildlife,	 Sustainability	 and	
Ecosystem Sciences at Tarleton 
State	 University,	 Native	 Prairies	
Association	 of	 Texas,	 and	 Texas	
Parks	and	Wildlife	Department.

http://erath.agrilife.org


agencies’	mutual	goals	have	been	to	train	
and	prepare	agricultural	applicators	to	
make	informed,	lawful,	science-based	
decisions	when	using	pesticides	to	produce	
wholesome,	nutritious	food,	to	protect	the	
environment	and	to	protect	the	public’s	
health.	Those	wishing	to	order	manuals	or	
take	the	private	applicator	training	can	
contact	any	of	the	Texas	A&M	AgriLife	
Extension	Service’s	county	offices,	as	
this	educational	and	training	component	
remains	as	it	currently	exists.”

Extension resources may be obtained at 
www-aes.tamu.edu/	or	by	calling	(979)	
845-1099.

Pesticide applicators will not experience 
an increase in the cost to take an exam 
for	the	first	time,	and	the	fee	for	the	
service technician exam will actually 
decrease.

Another	benefit	of	this	convenience	
examination process is the automation 
of	exam	scores,	thereby	improving	

applicators and service technicians in 
22	sites	across	the	state.	Additionally,	
examination sites will be open most days 
from	8	a.m.	to	5	p.m.	Exams	will	now	be	
scheduled on a date and time that best 
fits	the	applicant’s	schedule.

Each	year,	TDA	administers	
approximately	8,000	exams	related	
to	pesticide	licensing.	Expanding	the	
number	of	testing	opportunities	eliminates	
the	need	for	an	applicator	to	wait	for	

a	scheduled	testing	date	or	for	a	TDA	
inspector to be available to conduct 
a	testing	session.	Approximately	100	
service technicians test each year at the 
TDA	metrology	lab	or	regional	offices.	

“Texas	A&M	AgriLife	Extension	Service	
county	extension	agents	and	specialists	
statewide will work cooperatively 
with	TDA	staff	to	ensure	agricultural	
applicators	receive	accurate	information	
on	pesticide	safety	education	training	
and	testing,”	said	Dr.	Douglas	Steele,	
Texas	A&M	AgriLife	Extension	Service	
director.	“For	more	than	40	years,	our	

Extension resources or additional info may be obtained 
at the Erath Co. Extension Office at

(254) 965-1460 or erath-tx@tamu.edu 
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AUSTIN	–	In	an	effort	to	provide	
better	service	for	Texans,	Agriculture	
Commissioner Todd Staples today 
announced	convenience	testing	to	certify	
agricultural	pesticide	applicators	and	
weights	and	measures	service	technicians	
will soon be available at 22 sites across 
Texas.	The	new	exam	system	increases	
access	for	candidates	who	must	pass	a	
certification	examination	before	being	
issued a pesticide applicator or service 
technician	license.

“At	the	Texas	Department	of	Agriculture,	
we	are	always	looking	for	more	
efficient	ways	to	serve	our	constituents,”	
Commissioner	Staples	said.	“Moving	to	this	
examination process makes common sense 
in	today’s	marketplace.	With	the	option	
to	take	exams	daily,	we	are	providing	
greater	opportunities	for	pesticide	
applicators and service technicians to 
get	the	certifications	they	need	to	run	
a	safe	and	reliable	business.	This	move	
also allows us to better utilize our limited 
resources	by	giving	our	inspectors	more	
time	to	focus	on	risk-based	inspection	
priorities,	customer	service	and	improving	
their	response	to	complaints,	rather	than	
hosting	testing	sessions.”

TDA has contracted services with PSI 
Services LLC to administer exams 
necessary	to	license	agricultural	pesticide	

COMMISSIONER STAPLES ANNOUNCES
new, more effICIent ConvenIenCe testIng to CertIfy agrICultural 

pestICIde applICators, weIghts & measures servICe teChnICIans
exams now offered at 22 convenient locations
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For more info on 
convenience testing 

call
800-TELL-TDA.

For location info & 
availability visit:

PSIexams.com

turn-around	time	for	an	applicant	to	
receive	a	license.	Agricultural	pesticide	
applicators already licensed will not be 
affected	by	the	testing	changes.	The	new	
convenience	exams	will	begin	June	1,	
2014.

TDA	is	designated	as	the	state’s	lead	
agency	in	the	regulation	of	pesticide	
distribution	and	use.	TDA	is	responsible	for	
licensing	pesticide	applicators,	compliance	
monitoring,	registering	pesticides	for	sale	
in	the	state	and	minimizing	unnecessary	
impacts	to	agriculture.

TDA’s	weights	and	measures	program	is	
responsible	for	protecting	consumers	and	

businesses	by	ensuring	all	commercial	
transactions	involving	determinations	of	
quantity	are	fair	and	accurate.	A	service	
company employs service technicians 
to	place	devices	such	as	scales,	liquid	
measuring	devices	and	gas	measuring	
devices	into	service	or	remove	out-of-
order	tags	for	noncompliant	devices.

For	more	information	on	convenience	
testing,	click	here	or	you	may	call	
800-TELL-TDA.	

For	more	information	about	convenience	
testing	locations	and	availability,	visit	

PSIexams.com.	

  effeCt of sIZe on heIfer growth & reproduCtIon

Texas A&M University Beef Cattle 
Browsing Newsletter, 
Dr. Steve Hammack 

Size	can	be	stated	as	either	body	weight	
or	skeletal	dimension.	A	commonly	used	
system	of	skeletal	dimension	is	frame	
score,	determined	by	height	at	the	hooks.	
Two	spring-calving	cow	herds	were	
available	for	study.	One	herd	historically	
averaged	1220	lb	mature	weight;	the	
other	averaged	1470	lb	mature	weight.	
Heifers	in	this	study	from	those	herds	
averaged	frame	score	3.50	and	5.56	
respectively.	(Based	on	the	historical	
mature	weights,	a	frame	score	equaled	
about	120	lb	per	frame	score,	similar	
to	that	found	in	other	research.)	Heifers	
were	grazed	on	dormant	range	from	
mid-October	to	mid-May,	on	growing	

pasture	to	early	July,	and	placed	in	
drylot	to	late	September.	Heifers	were	
bred	during	the	last	50	days	of	the	drylot	
period.

Small-frame	heifers	gained	more	during	
the	first	period,	and	large-frame	gained	
more	during	the	second	and	third	periods.	
Overall,	large-frame	gained	40	lb	more	
(18%).	At	the	start	of	breeding,	small-
frame	averaged	705	lb	(58%	of	mature	
weight)	and	large-frame	841	lb	(57%	
of	mature	weight).	Overall	conception	
rate	was	86%	for	small-frame	and	84%	
for	large	frame,	not	statistically	different.	
In	drylot,	small-frame	consumed	20%	
less	feed	and	development	cost	was	
16%	lower.	Feed	efficiency	and	cost/
lb	gain	did	not	differ.	Large-frame	cost	
a	total	of	$21.94	more	feed	in	drylot	

(16%	more).	The	authors	noted	that,	as	
in	some	previous	research,	acceptable	
breeding	performance	can	be	realized	
by	developing	heifers	to	55-60%	of	
projected	mature	weight,	as	opposed	to	
60-65%	previously	recommended,	with	
accompanying	reduced	cost.

NOTE: Based on projected mature 
weights	in	this	study,	for	every	100	
small-frame	cows	only	87	large-frame	
cows could be maintained on the same 
nutritional	resource.

(2012 N. Dakota St. Univ. Beef Report, p.9)

Roundtable Discussion:  Jason Johnson
E x t e n s i o n  E c o n o m i s t ,  T e x a s  A & M  U n i v .  &  A g r i L i f e  E x t e n s i o n

BEEF CATTLE
MARKETING UPDATE
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T o p i c s :
M a r k e t  R i s k  M a n a g e m e n t  S t r a t e g i e s
M a r k e t  U p d a t e    |    F u t u r e s  O u t l o o k

C u r r e n t  S u p p l y  &  D e m a n d

Agave - Indoor Front Porch Room

No RSVP required. Lunch is dutch treat.
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Two	 species	 of	 armyworms	 attack	
forage	and	field	 crops	 in	 north	 Texas.	
The	 fall	 armyworm	 is	 most	 abundant	
during	August	through	early	November	
in	 north	 Texas	 and	 feeds	 primarily	
on	 bermudagrass,	 wheat	 and	 rye	
grass,although	 it	 attacks	 many	 other	
crops.	 The	 true	 armyworm	 is	 common	
during	April	 and	May	when	 it	 attacks	
wheat,	 rye	 grass,	 winter	 pastures,	
and	 seedling	 corn	 and	 sorghum.	 Both	
caterpillars	 can	 occur	 in	 very	 large	
numbers,	 can	 consume	 a	 crop	 almost	
overnight,	and	will	move	in	large	masses	
or	armies	to	adjacent	fields	in	search	of	
food.	Armyworms	attack	many	different	
kinds	of	plants	and	when	food	is	scarce,	
they	 can	 feed	 on	 plants	 not	 normally	
attacked.	

The	 fall	 armyworm	 apparently	 does	
not	 overwinter	 in	 north	 Texas.	 Moths	
fly	 north	 from	 south	 Texas	 each	 year	
to	 re-infest	 the	area.	Outbreaks	 often	
occur	in	late	summer	and	fall	and	follow	
periods	of	rain	which	create	favorable	
conditions	for	eggs	and	small	larvae	to	
survive.	Irrigated	fields	are	also	highly	
attractive	 to	 moths	 for	 egg	 laying,	
especially	during	drought	
conditions.	

lIfe stages of the fall armyworm

Eggs-		Eggs	are	laid	in	masses	of	up	to	
50	 eggs	 on	 the	 grass	 leaves	 and	are	
difficult	to	find.	
The	 eggs	 are	 covered	 with	 the	 grey	
scales	from	the	moth’s	body,	giving	the	
egg	mass	a	fuzzy	
appearance.	Eggs	hatch	in	2-3	days.	

Caterpillar-	 	 Fall	 armyworms	 are	
green,	brown	or	black.	A	distinct	white	
line	between	the	eyes	forms	an	inverted	
Y	pattern	 on	 the	 face.	 There	are	 four	
black	spots	aligned	in	a	square	on	the	
top	 of	 the	 8th	 segment	 near	 the	 back	
end	of	the	caterpillar.	Armyworms	are	
very	 small	 at	 first,	 cause	 little	 plant	
damage	 and	 as	 a	 result	 infestations	
often	go	unnoticed.	Larvae	feed	for	2-3	
weeks	and	full	grown	larvae	are	about	
1	to	½	inches	long.	Armyworms	consume	
80%	of	 their	 total	 food	 intake	during	
the	 last	 few	 days	 of	 development.	
Given	their	immense	appetite,	great	
numbers,	 and	 marching	 ability,	
armyworms	 can	 damage	 entire	 fields	
or	 pastures	 in	 a	 few	 days.	 Once	 the	
armyworm	completes	feeding,	in	tunnels	
into the soil about an inch and enters the 
pupal	stage.	

Pupa-	The	full	grown	armyworm	tunnels	
into	the	soil	and	transforms	to	the	pupae,	
an	inactive,	non-feeding	stage.	In	7-10	
days,	the	moth	emerges	from	the	pupa	
and	repeats	the	life	cycle.	

Moth-	 The	 fall	 armyworm	moth	 has	 a	
wingspan	 of	 about	 11/2inches.	 The	
front	pair	of	wings	are	dark	gray	with	
an	 irregular	pattern	of	 light	and	dark	
areas.	Moths	are	active	at	night	and	
common	around	lights	at	night.	A	single	
female	can	deposit	up	to	2000	eggs.	

Development	from	egg	to	adult	requires	
about	 4	 weeks	 during	 the	 summer	
and	 is	 longer	 during	 cool	 weather.	
There	are	 several	generations	a	 year.	
Development ends with cold weather in 
November.	

management.
The	 key	 to	 managing	 fall	 armyworms	
is	 to	 detect	 infestations	 before	 they	
have	 caused	 economic	 damage.	 Fall	
armyworm	larvae	feed	primarily	during	
the	 night	 and	 during	 cloudy	 weather.	
During	 the	 day,	 look	 for	 army	 worms	
under	loose	soil	and	fallen	leaves	on	the	
ground.	The	presence	of	chewed	leaves	
can	 indicate	 armyworms	 are	 present.	
Small	 larvae	 chew	 the	 green	 layer	
from	 the	 leaves	 and	 leave	 a	 clearing	
or	 window	 pane	 effect	 and	 consume	
only	a	small	amount	of	foliage.	For	this	
reason,	 infestations	 can	 go	 unnoticed	
unless	the	field	is	closely	inspected.	

Once	larvae	are	greater	than	3/4	inch,	
the	quantity	of	leaves	they	eat	increases	
dramatically.	During	the	final	2-3	days	
of	 feeding,	 armyworms	 consume	 80%	
of	 the	 total	 foliage	 consumed	 during	
their	 entire	 development.	 For	 this	
reason,	extensive	feeding	damage	can	
occur	in	a	few	days.	

The	density	of	armyworms	sufficient	 to	
justify	insecticide	treatment	will	depend	
on	the	stage	of	crop	growth	and	value	
of	the	crop.	Seedling	plants	can	tolerate	
fewer	 armyworms	 than	 established	
plants.	 Infestations	 of	 2-3	 armyworms	
per	square	foot	may	justify	treatment.	

Hot,	dry	weather	and	natural	enemies	
limit	 armyworm	 populations.	 Insect	
parasites	 such	 as	 wasps	 and	 flies,	
ground	 beetles,	 and	 other	 predators	
help	 suppress	 armyworm	 numbers.	
Diseases	such	as	insect	viruses	and	fungi	
can	also	be	 important.	However,	 these	
natural enemies can be overwhelmed 

THE FALL ARMYWORM 
- Pest of Pasture, Hayfields & small Grains
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FALL ARMYWORM
ContInued
when	large	numbers	of	migrating	moths	
lay	thousands	of	eggs	in	a	field.	

Armyworms	 often	 infest	 fields	 of	
volunteer	 wheat	 and	 weedy	 grasses	
in	 ditches	 and	 around	 field	 margins.	
Destruction	 of	 volunteer	 wheat	 and	
weedy	 grasses	 can	 eliminate	 these	
sources	of	armyworms.	

There	 are	 labeled	 Insecticides	 for	
Armyworm Control in Pastures and 
Hayfields.	Always	 read	and	 follow	all	
label instructions on pesticide use and 
restrictions.	

InseCtICIdes labeled for 
armyworm Control In pastures 
and hayfIelds.
Karate	Z	-	13.1%	lambda	cyhalothrin.	
Fall	 armyworm	 and	 grasshoppers.	
Pasture	 and	 rangeland	 grass,	 grass	
grown	 for	 hay	 and	 silage	 and	 grass	
grown	for	seed.	Pasture	and	rangeland	
grass	 may	 be	 used	 for	 used	 for	
grazing	or	cut	for	forage	0	days	after	
application.	Do	not	cut	grass	to	be	dried	
and	 harvested	 for	 hay	 until	 7	 days	
after	the	last	application.	Restricted	use	
insecticide.

Lambda-Cy-	 	 11.4%	 lambda	
cyhalothrin.	 Fall	 armyworm	 and	
grasshoppers.	 Pasture	 and	 rangeland	
grass,	grass	grown	for	hay	and	silage	
and	grass	grown	for	seed.	Pasture	and	
rangeland	grass	may	be	used	for	used	
for	 grazing	 or	 cut	 for	 forage	 0	 days	
after	application.	Do	not	cut	grass	to	be	
dried	and	harvested	for	hay	until	7	days	
after	the	last	application.	Restricted	use	
insecticide.

Mustang	 Max	 -	 9.6%	 zeta	
-cypermethrin.	 Fall	 armyworm	 and	
grasshoppers.	Applications	may	
be	 made	 up	 to	 0	 days	 for	 forage	
and	 hay,	 7	 days	 for	 straw	 and	 seed	
screenings.	Restricted	use	insecticide.

Tombstone	Helios	-		25%	cyfluthrin.	Fall	
armyworm	 and	 grasshoppers.	 Pasture,	
rangeland,	 grass	 grown	 for	 hay	 and	
seed.	Zero	days	to	grazing	or	harvesting	
hay.	Restricted	use	insecticide.

Warrior	II	-	22.8%	lambda	cyhalothrin.	
Fall	 armyworm	 and	 grasshoppers.	
Pasture	 and	 rangeland	 grass,	 grass	
grown	 for	 hay	 and	 silage	 and	 grass	
grown	for	seed.	Pasture	and	rangeland	
grass	 may	 be	 used	 for	 used	 for	
grazing	or	cut	for	forage	0	days	after	
application.	Do	not	cut	grass	to	be	dried	
and	harvested	for	hay	until	7	days	after	
the	last	application.	Restricted	
use	insecticide.

Baythroid	 XL	 -	 12.07%	 cyfluthrin	 .Fall	
armyworm	 and	 grasshoppers.	 Pasture,	
rangeland,	 grass	 grown	 for	 hay	 and	
seed.	Zero	days	to	grazing	or	harvesting	
hay.	Restricted	use	insecticide.

Dimilin	 2L-	 22%	 diflubenzuron.	 Fall	
armyworm	and	immature	grasshoppers.	
Dimilin	 must	 be	 applied	 before	
armyworm larvae reach ½ inch or 
larger.	Provides	residual	control	for	up	
to	2	-3	weeks,	as	long	as	forage	is	not	
removed	from	the	field.	Label	does	not	
list	a	restriction	on	grazing.	

Prevathon	 -	 5%	 chlorantraniliprole.	
Fall	 armyworm	 and	 grasshoppers.	

Prevathon	has	a	0	day	waiting	period	
for	 harvest	 or	 grazing	 and	 is	 not	 a	
restricted	use	insecticide.

Besiege	 -	 9.26%	 chlorantraniliprole	
and	 4.63%	 lambda	 cyhalothrin	 .	 Fall	
armyworm	 and	 grasshoppers.	 Pasture	
and	rangeland	grass	may	be	used	for	
grazing	or	cut	for	forage	0	days	after	
application.	Do	not	cut	grass	to	be	dried	
and	 harvested	 for	 hay	 until	 7	 days	
after	the	last	application.	Restricted	use	
insecticide.

Sevin	 4F,	 Sevin	 XLR,	 Sevin	 80S,	
Generic	 Carbaryl	 .	 Fall	 armyworm	
and	 grasshoppers.	 When	 applied	 to	
pastures,	 there	 is	 a	 14	 day	 waiting	
period	 before	 grazing	 or	 harvesting.	
Malathion	 57%	 and	 Malathion	 ULV.	
Fall	armyworm	and	grasshoppers.	Zero	
days	to	harvest	or	grazing.	

Intrepid	 2F.	 Fall	 armyworm	 (not	
grasshoppers).	 Begin	 applications	
when	first	signs	of	armyworm	feedings	
appear.	 Use	 higher	 rates	 for	 heavier	
infestations.	 Do	 not	 harvest	 hay	within	
7	days	of	application.	No	pre-harvest	
interval	for	forage.	0	days	to	grazing.

Tracer-	 Treat	 when	 armyworm	 eggs	
hatch	 or	 when	 larvae	 are	 small.	 Use	
higher	 rates	 for	 larger	 larvae.	 Do	
not	 graze	 until	 spray	 is	 dry.	 Do	 not	
harvest	hay	or	fodder	for	3	days	after	
treatment.	Do	not	allow	cattle	to	graze	
until	spray	has	dried.
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Turning a Profit with Sheep
last program to be held In granbury

6

The Texas A&M AgriLife Extension 
Service will conduct their final 
free Production and Financial 
Benchmarking Workshop in Granbury 
on September 27, from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m., 
with lunch included. The workshop 
will also include a discussion and 
demonstration on parasite management.

The workshop is provided through 
the AgriLife Extension office in Hood 
county and the Let’s Grow campaign 
of the American Sheep Industry 
Association. The workshop will be at 
the AgriLife Extension office in Hood 
County, Annex 1, Room 22, 1410 W. 
Pearl St.

“These workshops are meant to help 
sheep and wool producers remain 
profitable,” said Dr. Reid Redden, 
AgriLife Extension state sheep and 
goat specialist at San Angelo. “They 
are designed to help producers become 
better able to calculate and interpret key 
financial and production measures.”

Redden and Bill Thompson, AgriLife 
Extension economist at San Angelo, 
will conduct the workshops. “The 
core purpose for this project is to start 
and grow a ‘Shepherds for Profit’ 
database of successful practices sheep 
producers, no matter what the breed 
or size flock they have, can expand 
upon and profit from,” Thompson 
said. “The workshops are a tool for 
increasing the long-term sustainability 
and competitiveness of U.S. wool and 
lamb producers, here and abroad. 

We all like to think our operations 
are the most efficient, when in reality, 
the only way to really accurately 
measure your efficiency is to compare 
it to something or someone else’s 
operation.” Redden said determining 
that information is the basis for the 
program, which will include calculating 
production and financial measures, 
production and financial benchmarks, 
benefits of producer working groups 
or peer advisory groups and creation 
of the Shepherds for Profit database. 
Redden said participants will be 
invited to submit data for inclusion 
in the Shepherds for Profit database. 
Participation is voluntary and data 
provided will remain confidential. Full 
disclosure of the data to be collected 
and what information willbe included 
in the database will be explained at 
each workshop. 

A statewide workshop will be set for a 
later date to summarize the collected 
and benchmarked data as well as 
illustrate practical applications of 
the resulting information to ranch/
flock management plans. Participants 
are asked to preregister two days in 
advance of the workshop. For more 
information or to preregister, go to 
http://agrilife.org/sheepandgoat/
shepherds-for-profit. 

Thompson and Redden can be reached 
at 325-653-4576. More information 
is also available through the AgriLife 
Extension office in Hood County.

Texas fly season is in full swing. Even 
as summer starts to wind down, the 
flies are not gone. Cattle can be seen 
swatting at flies all over the state 
and will continue until winter. 

The horn fly is a biting fly that causes 
considerable economic loss to cattle. 
In addition there are stable flies in 
the spring early summer, house flies 
that transmit disease pathogens to 
humans and animals, horse or deer 
flies, heel flies (or cattle grubs) and 
mosquitoes. 

All can be of great concern and 
considerable nuisance. Efforts must 
be taken to control these flies to 
below threshold levels – horn flies 
200/animal, stable flies 2-4/leg. 

Late season treatment for horn flies 
might be needed but could be very 
important. The available products for 
mid-season treatment include using 
pour-ons, the VetGun, dust bags and 
back rubbers, or sprays. Treatment 
should be administered according to 
the label. 

Heel flies are managed by using 
dewormers regularly (once or twice a 
year).  Mosquitoes are managed by 
eliminating breeding sites (standing 
water). 
For more information go to 
livestockvetento.tamu.edu

HORNFLY
control

for cattle

http://livestockvetento.tamu.edu
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Zika Virus Prevention
The “Four Ds” of defense are:

-- Drain: Empty standing water, 
thus eliminating mosquito breeding 
sites

-- Dress: Put on long sleeved shirts 
and pants when going outside.

--Defend: Apply mosquito repellent 
when going outside.

-- Dusk and Dawn: Avoid outdoor 
activity during these two most 
mosquito-active periods

Repairing screen doors and 
windows are critically important 
to keeping mosquitoes out. 
Managing landscape water features 
is also important.

“Mosquito dunks, commonly sold 
in garden centers for mosquito 
control in home water features, can 
be used to treat water that cannot 
be readily drained. The dunks 
contain insect growth regulators 
or mosquito-specific bacteria to 
effectively control mosquito larvae. 
Neither approach is harmful to fish 
or other aquatic organisms.”

 “Anything that holds water should 
be dumped or treated. Breeding 
areas can include sites as benign as 
containers under potted plants and 
bird baths. Other trouble areas are 
old tires, empty cans and bottles, 
kiddie pools, buckets, boat tarps 
and even clogged gutters.

“It doesn’t take much water 
for them to reproduce.  Small 
containers can hold enough water 
to breed mosquitoes. Aedes 
mosquitoes don’t travel far from 
their larval habitat, so if you’ve got 
them, chances are you unknowingly 
raised them.”

EPA and the Centers for Disease 
Control have evaluated scientific 
reports and conclude mosquito 
repellents containing DEET, 
picaridin, oil of lemon eucalyptus, 
called IR3535, as active ingredients, 
provide reasonably long-lasting 
protection from mosquito bites.

“Users should always read and 
follow label instructions. Most 
repellents can be used on children 
over two months of age, with the 
exception of those containing oil 
of lemon eucalyptus, which should 
not be used on children younger 
than 3 years old. For babies under 
two months old, infant carriers 
fitted with mosquito netting are 
recommended. Pregnant and breast-
feeding mothers can safely use 
EPA-approved insect repellents.”

Sonja Swiger, Texas A&M AgriLife 
Extension entomologist, said that 
as of this writing, there are 46 
recorded cases of Zika in Texas, 
all travel associated, except for 
one contracted sexually from their 
partner who traveled. No Texas 

mosquitoes have been found to be 
infected.

“Epidemics are expected as 
infected people arrive and locally 
acquired infections occur,” 
she said. “As the many media 
accounts report, women infected 
by the virus while pregnant are 
known to have babies with severe 
neurological defects. Aside from 
mosquito infections, additional 
cases may occur from sexual 
transmission of the disease. So at 
this point, controlling mosquitoes 
and protecting yourself from 
infection are the two key factors 
in the rigorous defense against 
this new mosquito-borne virus 
threat.”

More information available at:
Texasinsects.org
Livestockvetento.tamu.edu
Preventingzika.org

Sign up to 
get reminders 
of upcoming 

programs via text

Text @erathag
to

81010

ERATH COUNTY

http://texasinsects.org
http://livestockvetento.tamu.edu
http://preventingzika.org


Texas AgriLife Extension Service programs serve people of all ages regardless of socioeconomic level, race, color, sex, 
religion, disability, genetic information, sexual orientation, gender identity or national origin. Individuals with disabilities 
who require an auxiliary aid, service or accommodation in order to participate in Extension activities are encouraged to 
contact us at 254-965-1460 to determine how reasoable accommodations may by made.

LIKE 
us on

facebook!

Lonnie Jenschke
County Extension Agent 
Ag & Natural Resources 

facebook.com/ErathAg
To ensure that you receive all 
of  our updates, after clicking 
LIKE, hover over the LIKE button 
and click GET NOTIFICATIONS.

Receive FULL-COLOR, 
interactive newsletters & 
updates in your INBOX when 
you subscribe to our email list.
Subscribe at Erath.AgriLife.org 
or call the office at 
254-965-1460.

Texas AgriLife Extension offers you 
practical, how-to education based 
on university research. Reference to 
commercial products or trade names 
are made with the understanding that 
no discrimination is intended and 
no endorsement by Texas AgriLife 
Extension is implied. 

For more information on any of 
the articles or activities listed in this 
newsletter, please contact the Erath 
County Extension Office at 
254-965-1460 or visit us on the web 
at: erath.agrilife.org
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Producers,	 if	 you	 are	 dealing	
with predator problems please 
complete the survey at the 
following	web	link:

www.surveymonkey.com/r/
predatorsurvey

The survey will take you less 
than	 ten	 minutes	 to	 complete.	
Questions will deal with your 
ranch and the predators that 
are	 affecting	 your	 ranch.	
Please complete the survey 
by	 the	 end	 of	 September	 so	
information	 can	 be	 compiled	
into	a	report	and	be	used	for	
future	educational	programs.

PRODUCER 
PREDATION 
SURVEY

TDA PESTICIDE 
APPLICATOR LICENSE 
FEES INCREASED
The TDA announced increases 
in	all	license	fees	that	will	take	
effect	 in	 January	 2016.	 New	
license	fees	are	as	follows:	

Private	-	$100	

Certified	Private	-	$0	

Commercial	AG	-	$200	

Non-Commercial	Ag	-	$75	

Structural	 Applicator	 (all)	
-	$125	

Structural Business License 
-$300

Retain	your	Certificates	of	Completion	
obtained	 from	 participating	 in	 CEU	
courses.	 	 Although	 some	 commercial	
trainers may provide duplicate 
certificates,	there	is	no	recourse	for	lost	
certificates	from	the	Extension	Service.	
No	 single	 source	 provides	 cumulative	
tracking	 of	 all	 the	 CEU’s	 that	 you	
acquire.	 It	 is	 up	 to	 the	 individual	 to	
keep	 their	 certificates	 on	 file	 so	 they	
can	be	accessed	 if	you	are	 subject	 to	
a	TDA	audit.

	 	 	 	 Shortly	 before	 your	 license	 or	
certificate	expires,	you	will	 receive	an	
application	for	renewal	from	the	Texas	
Department	 of	 Agriculture.	 Be	 sure	 to	
notify	TDA	if	your	address	has	changed.	
After	 you	 submit	 the	 application	 for	
renewal,	 your	 license	 or	 certificate	
should	arrive	within	a	few	weeks.	Keep	
your	Certificates	of	Completion	for	one	
year	following	renewal.	

EXTENSION 
OFFICE HOURS
The Erath Extension Office is 
open 8 AM - Noon and 1 PM - 5 
PM Monday through Friday.

The Extension Office 
will be CLOSED for the 
following holidays:
October 10 - Columbus Day
November 24-25 - 
Thanksgiving Day
December 23 - 26 - Christmas

http://facebook.com/ErathAg
http://erath.agrilife.org
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__www.surveymonkey.com_r_predatorsurvey&d=CwMFAw&c=ODFT-G5SujMiGrKuoJJjVg&r=vDgzgTcbXyShT3W9oIJrzQ&m=IiCxLF2RznGcpcn__FzSSwDfkJHO4aAscsGvIHGRAWQ&s=Yp7gRjJ2FxWLEoSltIi96kXKM7I8o2zM0_Zqca449uk&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__www.surveymonkey.com_r_predatorsurvey&d=CwMFAw&c=ODFT-G5SujMiGrKuoJJjVg&r=vDgzgTcbXyShT3W9oIJrzQ&m=IiCxLF2RznGcpcn__FzSSwDfkJHO4aAscsGvIHGRAWQ&s=Yp7gRjJ2FxWLEoSltIi96kXKM7I8o2zM0_Zqca449uk&e=

