
Potential Occurrences of Foreign, Emerging and  
Endemic Animal Diseases (FEEADs) 

What is a foreign animal disease (FAD)? 

  A foreign animal disease is one that is 
not currently present in any animals in the 
U.S. 

 

What is an emerging animal disease ? 

  An emerging animal disease is one that is 
a new disease or a new form of an old 
disease endemic to the U.S. that is becom-
ing more prevalent. 

 

 What is an endemic animal disease? 

  An endemic animal disease is one that is 
present in the U.S. already. 

 

Are FADs a serious threat to the U.S.? 

  Yes.  In other countries such diseases 
have caused tremendous economic losses 
to the livestock and poultry industries and 
have had devastating sociologic and eco-
nomic effects on communities. 

 

What could be responsible for the in-
creasing prevalence of emerging animal 
diseases? 

  This may be related to animal movement 
on commerce, mutation of disease-
producing agents, or changes in environ-
mental conditions. 

 

What is the first line of defense against 
FEEADs? 

  Livestock owners.  They must keep a 
sharp eye on livestock and poultry and 
promptly report any unusual symptoms. 

Is early detection important? 

  Yes.  Early detection and reporting could 
prevent the loss of billions of dollars for 
our livestock and poultry industries and 
communities. 

To whom should unusual symptoms be 
reported? 

  A private veterinarian or state or federal 
animal health regulatory agency. 

 

How can diseases be introduced? 

  Diseases can be introduced naturally, 
accidentally or intentionally (bioterrorist 
act). 

 

What is being done 
to prevent foreign 
and emerging animal 
diseases? 

  State and federal 
agencies and industry 
organization are 
working together to 
help protect the live-
stock and poultry industries from foreign 
and emerging animal diseases. 

 

For more information: 

Texas AgriLife Extension Service—
Veterinary Medicine: 

    http://aevm.tamu.edu  
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 please contact: 
     Mrs. Angie Dement, adement@cvm.tamu.edu    
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