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     This summer Jayden’s mom is attending school full time.  As a result, Jayden has extra 

responsibilities, including the grocery & household supply shopping & routine household 

cleaning. 

        Jayden decided to stock up on most supplies at the beginning of the summer, so he 

wouldn’t have to continually go to the store.  One item he wanted to stock up on was bathroom 

tissue (toilet paper).   

 Jayden decided the most important thing he wanted in the toilet paper is absorbency – 

which he could judge by the number of ply (or layers).  In addition – he wanted the toilet paper 

to be soft – but felt he didn’t always agree with the package’s claim of softness.    

 Cost was also an issue for Jayden, since the family budget was tight.  He also prefers a 

larger roll so he doesn’t have to waste time putting new rolls on all the time. 

 Which product is the best choice for Jayden? 

 
      
      

The information given in this document is for educational purposes only.  Reference to commercial
products or trade names is made with the understanding that no discrimination is intended and no
endorsement by the University of Minnesota Extension Service is implied.   
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        This summer Jayden’s mom is attending school full time.  As a result, Jayden has extra 

responsibilities, including the grocery & household supply shopping & routine household 

cleaning. 

        Jayden decided to stock up on most supplies at the beginning of the summer, so he 

wouldn’t have to continually go to the store.  One item he wanted to stock up on was bathroom 

tissue (toilet paper).   

 Jayden decided the most important thing he wanted in the toilet paper is absorbency – 

which he could judge by the number of ply (or layers).  In addition – he wanted the toilet paper 

to be soft – but felt he didn’t always agree with the package’s claim of softness.    

 Cost was also an issue for Jayden, since the family budget was tight.  He also prefers a 

larger roll so he doesn’t have to waste time putting new rolls on all the time. 

 Which product is the best choice for Jayden? 

 

Criteria: 
 

• Absorbent – 2 ply thickness 
• Softness 
• Size of roll 
• Cost

The information given in this document is for educational purposes only.  Reference to commercial
products or trade names is made with the understanding that no discrimination is intended and no
endorsement by the University of Minnesota Extension Service is implied.
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#1 

Scott® Tissue 
 

Cost: $3.18 
($.007 per square foot) 

 
4 Rolls 

460.8 total square feet 
1000 – 1 ply sheets per roll 

 
 
 
 
Quotes from package: 
• Unscented bathroom tissue 
• Safe for Septic & RV 
• Common Sense on a Roll™ 
• Scott® 1000 tissue:  Our Softest 

Long-lasting Tissue! 
• Scott® Extra Soft tissue: Our 

Softest Long-Lasting Tissue! 
 

***** 
Jayden’s softness assessment:  C  
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#2 
Soft’n Gentle® 

 
Cost: $2.94 

($.010 per square foot) 
 

12 Rolls 
297 total square feet 

198 -2 ply sheets per roll 
 
 

Quotes from package: 
• Unscented bathroom tissue 
• Safe for septic & sewer systems 

 
 

***** 
Jayden’s softness assessment:  A+ 
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#3 

Charmin 
 

Cost: $2.83 
($.016 per square foot) 

 
4 Big Rolls Equal to 8 Regular Rolls 

176 total square feet 
352 – 1 ply sheets per roll 

 
 

Quotes from package: 
• Unscented 
• Squeezably Soft! 
• Charmin is safe for your sewer or 

septic system. 
• Soft, Strong, Absorbent! Cha, Cha, 

Cha … Charmin!  
 

***** 
Jayden’s softness assessment:  A+ 
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#4 
Angel Soft® 

 
Cost: $1.12 

($.011 per square foot) 
 

4 Rolls 
99 total square feet 

198 – 2 ply sheets per roll 
 

 
 
Quotes from package: 
• Unscented Bathroom Tissue 
• Soft … but not too Soft with 

an Extra Layer* to get the job 
done.  

*versus one-ply products 
 
 

***** 
Jayden’s softness assessment:  A+ 
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1234 - 31 
1243 - 35 
1324 - 26 
1342 - 25 
1423 - 34 
1432 - 29 
2134 - 38 
2143 - 42 
2314 - 40 
2341 - 46 
2413 - 48 
2431 - 50 
3124 - 28 
3142 - 27 
3214 - 35 
3241 - 41 
3412 - 33 
3421 - 40 
4123 - 40 
4132 - 35 
4213 - 47 
4231 - 49 
4312 - 37 
4321 - 44 

 
Bathroom Tissue 
Official Reasons 

Placing: 2-4-3-1 
Cuts:   1-4-2 
 
This class of toilet paper is placed 2-4-3-1 
 
In a very close top pair, 2 places over 4.  Both tissues are 
absorbent with 2 ply, are judged as soft by Jayden, and have the 
same number of sheets per roll.  The Soft’n Gentle tissue in #2 is 
slightly less in cost. 
 
In the middle pair, 4 places over 3 because 4 has is more 
absorbent with 2 ply and is less expensive.   
 
In the bottom pair, 3 places over 1 because 3 is softer.  Granted, 
1 provides the largest roll in the class and is least expensive 
tissue in the class.   
 
I criticize 1 and leave it at the bottom of the class because it does 
not provide the absorbency and softness required.  It is also 
possible; since 1 is not absorbent the user would use more tissue 
than normal, brining the cost per use down considerably. 
 
For these reasons this class of toilet paper is placed 2-4-3-1. 


