
                                                     Project Expo Fine Art Descriptions 

Pencil :  This is a drawing on artist paper with pencil only. Shading of various kinds can be used to show values , depth and 
dimensions. This can be done with regular art pencils, or colored pencils. This can include but is not limited to figure or fashion 
drawings, still life, landscape, and animals. These drawings, when finished should be sprayed with a fixative to prevent smearing and 
must be matted and framed. 

Pen and Ink : This type of art is usually done on artist paper also but is made using an art pen and ink only. NO other lines of pencil 
or other media should be seen. These should also have a fixative applied and must be matted and framed. 

Pastels or Conte’ crayon : There are various kinds of pastels that can be used in this category. Again, this is usually done on artist 
paper. These are either a chalky type or an oil type pastel kind of crayon and is drawn with , like a crayon, but with much richer 
colors. These should be fixed to prevent smearing and must be matted or framed. 

Watercolor Painting : This type of painting is made specifically using a watercolor paint only and can be fixed to prevent smearing. 
The pencil lines underneath the painting should either be very faint or non-existent. Should be done on artist watercolor paper and 
must be matted or framed. 

Acrylic Painting : This type of painting can be done on various surfaces such as canvas, heavy watercolor paper, canvas board, and 
more. Must be matted or framed. 

Oil Painting : This  type of painting should be done on canvas or a gesso covered heavy watercolor paper. You need to make sure 
that it has plenty of time to dry before presenting it to display. Framed only – no matt or glass. 

Mixed Media : This piece should be done on a canvas, canvas board, or heavy watercolor paper. It is made using any of the 
above mediums together such as pastels and acrylic paint or watercolor paint with pastels on top. Also another way is to 
use pencils, color or plain with pastels. This must be matted or framed . 

Collage : This type of art is where you can really use your imagination and creativity ! Different mediums can be used all 
together to make this piece of art. Paint, fabric, papers, sand, feathers, beads, buttons, photographs, ephemera, ect… 
You can use as little or as much as you think you need to make your art piece beautiful. It can also be either a flat piece or 
art like the paintings or a 3D piece such as a box. It can also be on any type of material such as canvas board, wood, 
metal, ect… Make sure to develop  your pieces so that it shows as a professional piece or art. 

          Collage hints : “Collage “ may sound intimidating, but anyone can put together a fun and interesting collage by just 
following a few basic tips: Select a great image to showcase. Pick coordinating papers and or paint. Add 3D elements 
such as tulle, fabric, leaves, or buttons….. 

Sculpture :  This is a complete 3D piece that can be made from Paper Mache’, clay or carved from wood,  made of wire 
or various other materials. It must be able to stand on its own base. 

Theme : Project Expo Theme is the “ 4-H week poster contest” themes. You can use the posters that you made in Oct or 
make a new one. The National 4-H week themes change from year to year , so remember to pick the correct one. 

  Note: Some canvasses are made where you do not need to frame them. The sides DO NOT have staples. 
You must include the side in your painting. They cannot be left unpainted. They can be painted to look like 
a frame. All art pieces should not be so large that they cannot be hung or displayed efficiently. If you have a 
concern, please call and ask before you start your piece. 16 x 20 or smaller would be best. All art material that 
you would  need for these pieces can be found at several different art stores, such as Michaels, Hobby Lobby, 
Voertmans, Art Alley, and more….. you can do research also, on the internet or by visiting art museums.            


