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Divide the JMG'ers into smaller work groups, with three to four gardeners in each group. Give 

each group a jar containing insects and leaf and grass debris. Ask the groups to first sort out all the 

insects they can from the grass and leaves. Then have them examine their insects and sort them 

into groups based on the insects' similarities and differences. (They can use any characteristics 

they wish for their chart-size, shape, color, etc. The grouping criteria they use do not matter; 

this is an exercise to practice sorting and grouping according to whatever organizational criteria 

they choose.) 

Ask the gardeners to make an organizational chart for their insects showing the different types 

of insects they have and how they relate to each other. Each division should have all the 

characteristics of the level above it, but some that distinguish it from other groups at the same 

level. When they are finished, ask the groups to present their charts to the group. 

The chart the gardeners created will be the same kind scientists use to classify insects and all 

other organisms. These charts are called keys, because they are the key to identifying insects and 

other organisms. The process of using a key to identify an insect is called keying out the organism. 

There are so many different organisms that scientists make separate keys for insects, plants or 

other organisms from a certain area. These are often referred to as the flora or fauna of a certain 

area. Keys have been developed specifically for the insects of Texas, of the tropics, and of New 

England. Some counties have their own keys for the insects found there. 

Use the basic insect key from the Appendix to make a classroom-sized insect key on poster board. 

Hang it up to give the gardeners an ongoing reference to "key out" insects they find at home or in 

the group garden. Discuss with the group the similarities and differences in the keys they created. 
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Create a collection of the insects found in and around 

the group garden. Show the different insect orders and 

examples of insects from each order found. You can 
use pictures or specimens that have been dried and 

mounted. This is a great ongoing activity, as the children 

will continually find new and different insects in their 
garden. 

� Metamorphosis Bracelets and Belts 
Objective: 

Time: 

Materials: 

To learn the stages of metamorphosis. 

1 hour. 

String or cording, cardboard, markers, beads. 

Insects go through different life stages as they grow. This process is called metamorphosis, which 

means "change of form." Some insects, such as butterflies, change form completely as they go 
through the different stages. Their larval forms, caterpillars, look very different and even have 
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