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Are You Reading This? 

The Colorado County Extension Office receives a working office budget from the county every year that is 

used to conduct business - travel expenses, supplies, demonstration work, communications, postage, etc. It has 

always been my opinion that many of our clients still need and enjoy receiving their copy of the Agriculture 

Newsletter in a hard-copy format, delivered by the USPS; the old-fashioned way.  However, in the interest of 

fiscal responsibility, we will be trying to reduce our 360+ hard-copy mailing list and adding more people to 

our 750+ emailing list. If you are reading this and would like to keep receiving a copy of the Agriculture 

Newsletter for Colorado County, simply contact us and let us know. If you would like to keep receiving a hard 

copy of the newsletter, just let us know and we’ll be happy to keep mailing to you. If you can receive the 

newsletter by email, let us know and we will put you on that list.  If you do not contact us, you will be re-

moved from our mailing list.  It will take you less than 60 seconds.  You can even call after-hours and leave a 

clear message with your name to let us know you’d still like to receive the hard copy, or provide us with an 

email address. You can also email us. 

This transition will help me help you.  Instead of sending a newsletter every 2-3 months, I would like to send 

you a shorter update every month.  This will allow you to find out about upcoming programs and events in a 

timely manner so that you can make plans to attend, if you wish.  On the 2-3 month schedule, some events are 

brought to my attention too late, and pass by before I am able to send out a newsletter. We thank you for your 

understanding and your help with this matter.  Call or email us now: 

979-732-2082 

stephen.janak@ag.tamu.edu 

   Assistance Still Available for Ranchers 

There are still many avenues of assistance available to livestock produc-

ers of Colorado and surrounding counties. Any producers affected by 

flooding - loss of grazing due to downed fences, inaccessibility of pas-

ture, financial hardship, loss of hay or feed, or loss of land due to erosion 

- are encouraged to contact the Colorado County Extension Office to see 

what assistance is available to them. Hay and feed donations from around the state made their 

way to this area and there is still some available - no questions asked. We are also hearing 

from other local producers who want to help out a neighbor by offering fresh hay at produc-

tion cost ($20-30 per round bale). Additionally, the Farm Service Agency has some programs 

available for things like death of livestock, loss of feed/hay and grazing, loss due to additional 

cost of transporting fresh water to livestock, and loss due to treatment for cattle tick fever. 

Producers are encouraged to contact the Extension office or the Farm Service Agency in Co-

lumbus as soon as possible. Extension: 979-732-2082, FSA: 979-732-2773 ext. 2 
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Upcoming Events & News You Can Use 

FDA Will Not Allow Food or Food Ingredients Exposed to Flood Waters into the Food Chain 

Shortly after Hurricane Harvey, the FDA made clear that food or food ingredients for humans that were ex-

posed to flood waters in the field or in storage may not enter the food chain. The primary concern is that food 

products in flood waters may have been exposed to contaminants or are susceptible to mold. Major concerns 

include heavy metals, chemicals, bacteria, and mold.  

For cotton growers (at least those who still have a salvageable crop) this means 

that they must sign a form at the gin certifying that the cottonseed being sold has 

not been exposed to flood waters.  From the Texas Cotton Ginner’s Association: 

“This is especially critical where the insurance adjusters are requiring the cotton 

to be harvested or processed – the adjuster needs to be informed that seed from 

the flooded seed cotton will not be salable, even if the lint cotton is.” While cot-

tonseed is sometimes used as animal feed, the oil from cottonseed is often used in human products like cook-

ing oil. This is another tough blow to cotton farmers who are trying to determine the economic feasibility of 

harvesting what is left. 

Most of the soybean acres in the county are grown in the river bottom, where 

they were inundated by flood waters. However, the FDA rule is of little impor-

tance here, because the beans were near harvest, and after the flooding beans had 

begun to rot inside the pods. Additionally, pods and plants were laid over and 

caked with silt and sediment, which would cause extra machine wear and tear if 

harvested.  

The majority of rice in the county should be safe from the rule. The FDA recently sent out an email update 

clarifying the rule’s boundaries, stating that “Flooding is the flowing or overflowing of a field with water out-

side a grower’s control.  Pooled water (e.g., after rainfall) that is not reasonably likely to cause contamination 

of the edible portions of food crops is not considered flooding (Ref. 1).” With 

this knowledge, most second-crop rice should still be salable and permitted to 

enter the food supply. 

FDA on Flooded Crops Used for Animal Feed 

According to the FDA, “In certain circumstances, crops harvested from fields 

that have been impacted by flood waters can be used for animal food.  However, 

usually these crops are unacceptable because of contamination. Flood waters 

from storms often contain sewage, pathogenic organisms, pesticides, chemical 

wastes, or other toxic substances.  Mold growth is another serious concern for 

flood impacted crops intended for use in animal food. Some molds produce mycotoxins, which are toxic to 

certain animals and people. People who eat food products from animals that ate the mold may also suffer 

health effects. 

Before being used in animal food, crops exposed to the flooding should, at a minimum, be tested for mold, 

bacteria and heavy metal contamination. Depending on the test results, the crop may be acceptable for animal 

food use or it may be possible to salvage the crop by reconditioning it. Reconditioning is a broad term that 

covers certain types of processing. FDA will work with producers to evaluate reconditioning requests on a case 

by case basis.” 

 



Colorado County Report on Cotton 

Records for 2017 indicate 2,573 acres of conventional cotton and 4,619 

acres of organic cotton were planted in Colorado County.  By our esti-

mates, only about 10% of the cotton crop had been harvested when 

Harvey  made landfall.  Most of the cotton was 1-4 weeks away from 

harvest, meaning bolls were opening and thus were exposed to rain. 

Cottonseed inside these bolls has sprouted from the 20+ inches of rain 

that fell over several days. These sprouted seeds are now worthless to 

farmers and ginners alike. Typically, money from the sale of cottonseed 

is sufficient to cover the farmer’s cost to have it ginned. With this in-

come now lost, ginning costs will be taken out of income from the sale 

of lint. Lint exposed to excess rain and then sunshine is likely to re-

ceive the lowest quality grade. Lint exposed to floodwaters will receive 

the lowest grade or may be rejected due to discoloration, contamina-

tion, and poor quality. Even in uplands that were not flooded, much lint 

will be hardlocked in the boll, meaning total yields will be reduced as 

the harvesters are not able to pull this lint from the boll. Additionally, wind and rain knocked a significant por-

tion of the open bolls and lint onto the ground, meaning more loss of yield. If that was not enough, much cot-

ton that had been defoliated and could possibly be salvaged has begun to regrow from the top of the plant. This 

makes harvest challenging, and often requires the farmer to apply yet another application of defoliant before 

harvest. 

Throughout the lower and middle coast of Texas, cotton yields this year were breaking records on many farms. 

The 2017 crop year looked like a chance for farmers to recover from several previous years of very low prices 

and low yields. Farmers have said that you only get one or two of these type of yield years during a farming 

career. Now, many farmers are wondering if they’ll be able to borrow money yet again to try farming next 

year. 

Crop insurance is difficult to understand, and the situation and coverage will be different for every farm. Many 

growers opted to reduce insurance premiums by lumping different properties into what are called “enterprise 

units.” In this system, historical yield averages are used to deter-

mine a minimum guaranteed yield and payout if a crop fails. How-

ever, in this situation a farmer may have only picked a portion of 

the crop, but yields were high enough to meet this historically low 

guaranteed yield, meaning insurance payments may not be trig-

gered at all. Compounding this issue is the fact that the price guar-

anteed by insurance is locked-in earlier in the year. Since prices 

have risen some since then, payment would be lower than if the 

farmer were able to sell it at the current market price. Finally, insur-

ance may only cover between 50% and 85% of the loss. 

Only time will tell if farmers will be able to pull through a rough 

year like this. Their fate may likely be determined by a lender’s 

willingness to loan money for next year’s crop. 

 

 

 

 

 

Cotton lost on the ground even after harvest 

Cotton hardlocked in the boll. 



 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Colorado County Report on Soybeans 

The storm outlook on soybeans is no better than cotton. Where some of the cotton may still be harvested, the 

majority of beans in the county are a complete loss. Records for 2017 show 2,378 acres of conventional soy-

beans and 112 acres of organic soybeans were planted this year. Estimates for the county are that only 5-10% 

of the crop was harvested before the storm. Beans inundated by floodwaters will likely not be accepted by the 

FDA, if they were even harvestable at all. In the river bottom, soybean stalks are laid over, sometimes com-

pletely covered by silt and soil, but always caked with crusty river deposits. Inside the pods, the beans rot. 

The yields and insurance story are much the same as in cotton.  One farmer in Colorado County had just begun 

harvest, recording yields of 60-70 bushels per acre where in past years they had yielded only 30-40 bushels. 

Again, the fine print in some insurance policies may mean that a farmer has met their minimum guaranteed 

yield, cancelling any insurance payment. Others will only see a portion of the costs covered by payments, 

while none will ever see the type of income that was possible if this record crop had been harvested and sold. 

Colorado County Report on Rice 

Records for 2017 indicate that 32,482 acres of rice was planted on 156 farms in Colorado County. Estimates 

just before the storm indicated about 90% of the first crop of rice had been harvested. Since rice is typically 

grown on the flat prairies and not in the river bottom, much of the rice acreage in the county should have es-

caped major flooding. In speaking with farmers as the storm approached, many were shredding plants down to 

encourage new growth that will produce the second harvest later this year and were damming levees in fields 

to catch the expected rainwater. First-crop yields varied from slightly below average to slightly above average, 

and the price was creeping upwards as harvest approached. Rice should be spared from the FDA’s bar on 

flooded crops, since the “flooding” in rice fields was not due to overland flow that was out of the control of the 

farmer. Insect and disease pressure has been moderate so far this year, and most farmers are hoping for a suc-

cessful second-crop harvest later this year, barring another natural disaster. 

Private Applicator Training 

Fayette County will be conducting a Private Pesticide Applicator License Training on September 20 at the 

Extension Office in La Grange  from 8:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m.  For more info and to register, call 979-968-5831. 

Lavaca County 5 Hour Pesticide Recertification September 19 

Knights of Columbus Hall in Hallettsville is where this event will take place on September 19.  Registration 

begins at 7:30 a.m.  Program begins at 8:00 a.m. and concludes at 1:00 p.m.  Cost is $20.00/person.  Topics to 

include Livestock Pest Management—Mosquito Biology and Management; Range and Pasture Chemical Up-

date; Pesticide Laws and Regulations; Difficult to Control Weed Management and Cattle Parasite & Health 

Management—Managing Excess Standing Forage.  5 CEUs available. For more info, call 361-798-2221. 

2017 Prairie Restoration Roundup October 5 

Wildlife Habitat Federation will be joining forces this year with Katy Prairie Con-

servancy in hosting a power-packed native prairie day. Join the best of the best 

conservationists in southeast Texas for a day of hands-on demonstrations and in-

sightful discussions about restoring prairie on farms, ranches, private residences, 

parks and more!   This event will be held at KPC Indiangrass Preserve in Waller, 

Texas.  The day’s events will include indoor lectures as well as demonstrations in 

the field. Lunch will be provided. Registration cost is $35 for the general public, and $25 for students and 

Master Naturalists.   Registration is required at katyprairie.org/events. For more information, call 281-660-

6693. 

 



Kiwi Fruit Field Day  September 30 
Stephen F. Austin State University’s SFA Gardens will host the inaugural Kiwifruit Field Day with Dr. David 

Creech, SFA Gardens director, and Tim Hartmann, Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service employee, from 

9 a.m. to 3 p.m. on September 30 at the Brundrett Conservation Education Building in Nacogdoches, TX. 

 

Through this introduction to growing kiwifruit in East Texas, Creech will lead partici-

pants on a journey through kiwifruit production practices in China, New Zealand, 

Nacogdoches and Alabama. He also will discuss best management practices from es-

tablished growers across the world. 

Hartmann will discuss the “nuts and bolts” of growing kiwifruit, including site selec-

tion, pruning, pest control, trellising, and pre- and post-harvest techniques. He also 

will discuss species and varieties that will grow best in the South. 

 

“SFA Gardens is home to the very first production of green and golden kiwifruit in Texas,” Creech said. 

“While the verdict is not in, there's plenty of room for optimism. With the right varieties, proper pruning and 

training, good irrigation, and a strong post-harvest and marketing program, this exciting fruit may be part of 

the Texas fruit picture.” 

Registration deadline is September 25th. Cost is $25 and includes lunch. To register, call 936-468-4404, email 

dawnstover@sfasu.edu or visit https://tinyurl.com/kiwifruit  

 

Texas Fruit Conference 2017  October 2nd & 3rd 

The 6th Annual Texas Fruit Conference is a Texas A&M AgriLife Extension educational event, aimed at 

bringing together commercial and recreational fruit growers from around the state to hear and discuss the 

challenges and successes of fruit growing in Texas. The New Braunfels Civic Convention Center will again 

be the site for the 2017 conference.  This conference is aimed at small acreage 

and commercial growers, but has content for and is attended by hobbyists and 

backyard growers from all over the state.  

The program this year has four important components: 

 Basic Training for New Fruit Growers 

 CEU Recertification, at least 4 (four) CEUs will be available 

 The Future of Fruit Growing in Texas 

 Texas Fruit Tasting 

Online registration from Sept. 11 to September 28th is $75/person. On-site registration on Oct. 2nd is $85/

person. Registration is available at https://agriliferegister.tamu.edu/Fruit  or call 979-732-2082. 

Bluebonnet Master Gardener’s Fall Citrus Seminar and Fruit and Citrus Tree SALE 

The Horticulture Committee of Austin County will sponsor a Fall Citrus Seminar with 

guest speaker Monte Nesbitt, Extension Horticulture Specialist, on October 20th at the 

Hill Center in Sealy. Details about this seminar will be released at a later date.  The 

Bluebonnet Master Gardeners Association will be selling citrus and fruit trees (peach, 

pear, plum, avocado, etc) in conjunction with this seminar.  Place your orders NOW for 

best availability. Order forms are available under the FORMS tab on the Master Gar-

dener website (http://bluebonnetmastergardener.org/) or at local county AgriLife of-

fices. Orders are subject to availability. Updated order forms will be posted as new 

plant lists become available.  Please send all orders and questions to Bluebonnet Master 

Gardeners at citrusbmga@gmail.com. Or call 979-732-2082. 



 As always, please feel free to contact me about your individual issues, needs or concerns. 

I can be reached by phone at 979-732-2082  

or email at stephen.janak@ag.tamu.edu. 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Stephen D. Janak 

County Extension Agent—Ag/Natural Resources—Colorado County 

colorado.agrilife.org 
Educational programs of the Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service are open to all people without regard to race, color, religion, 

sex, national origin, age, disability, genetic information, or veteran status.  The Texas A&M University System, U.S. Department of 
Agriculture, and the County Commissioners Courts of Texas Cooperating.  Individuals with disabilities who require an auxiliary aid, 
service or accommodation in order to participate in this meeting are encouraged to contact the County Extension Office at (979) 

732-2082  ten (10) days prior to the meeting to determine how reasonable accommodations can be made. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


