
Introduction, Tawny Crazy Ant Update 
By Stephen Janak 

County Extension Agent 

Colorado County 

I would like to take this opportunity to say “Howdy” to you, the producers and resi-

dents of Colorado County. I am excited to be here and look forward to working with 

and assisting you in any way that I can. My goal is to extend research-based 

knowledge and provide real-world solutions that help people reach their individual 

goals. I welcome any and all questions related to agriculture and natural resources, 

from plant identification, to ways in which to diversify income from the land. I don’t 

claim to be the expert in any one subject, but have a broad understanding of ecolo-

gy and agriculture, and promise to find the latest in scientific knowledge to answer 

any questions. I am here to help make life better for Texans. 

Tawny Crazy Ant - Nylanderia fulva 

In 2002, an exotic species of ant was found for the first time in Texas, 

within Harris County.  It has since spread along the coast, even reaching 

out to Bexar and Travis counties, and down to Cameron and Hidalgo 

counties.  Like many other non-native pests, the ant spreads by transportation of in-

fested materials: hay, potted plants, garbage bags, or compost materials. The ants 

do not have stingers, like the Red Imported Fire Ant. Rather, they seem to be attract-

ed to  electrical equipment, where they cause short circuits and clog switches. They 

also are attracted to the “honeydew” left by aphids, scale, 

white flies, and mealybugs. This could cause potential prob-

lems for farmers and vegetable producers. This species does 

not build nests, but rather congregates under rocks, timber, 

in debris piles  or tree trunks. Individuals are about 1/8 inch 

long and often form trails on their way to foraging, moving 

quickly and erratically. If you suspect you have a Tawny 

Crazy Ant infestation, call the Extension office at 979-732-

2082. 

Upcoming Programs: 

January 16—New Landowner: Ag/Wildlife Valuation—Washington Co. Fairgrounds 

January 21—Western Rice Belt Conference—El Campo Civic Center 

January 22—Grain Handlers Conference—El Campo Civic Center 

January 23—Texas Soybean Board Producer Meeting—Wharton Co. Fairgrounds 

January 29—Feed Grain and Cotton Conference—Bay City Civic Center 

February 6—Wharton Co. 5-CEU Pesticide Recertification—Wharton Co. Fairgrounds 

February 20—New Landowner: Horticulture & Fruit Tree—Winedale Historical Complex 
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Notice: 
The Colorado County Extension Office will be closed on January 19th in ob-

servance of Martin Luther King Day 

TAWNY CRAZY ANT 

Current known occurrence of Tawny Crazy Ant 

21.5 CEU credits 

available in this 

newsletter! 



Don’t Wait to Apply Nitrogen Fertilizer 

At the Plant Protection Conference in December I had to opportunity to meet Dr. Larry 

Unruh, technical director at American Plant Food Corporation.  Suffice it to say that he 

has his ear to the rail of nitrogen fertilizer supply and demand flows.  Due to the high 

current prices, many producers are trying to wait until spring to apply, hoping that 

prices will fall a bit between now and then. While no one can accurately predict the 

market, Dr. Unruh says we might see a slight bump up in spring nitrogen prices.  

Regardless of the future price, the fact that many producers are delaying nitrogen 

applications until spring will likely result in a fertilizer rush as everyone tries to pur-

chase and apply around the same time.  “Its an issue with logistics” Dr. Unruh says, 

meaning that transportation of fertilizer may not be able to keep up with the sudden 

surge in demand.  Trucks and rail cars to transport fertilizer are most all tied up haul-

ing supplies and material for the oil and gas industry. It is my advice that producers 

keep this in mind as they prepare for the 2015 growing season.  

How Can we Best Contact You? 

Some of you will receive this newsletter by email, and some by hard-copy mail.  We 
would like to deliver the Ag Newsletter to you in a way that is most likely to reach  
you in a timely manner.  If you are currently receiving a hard-copy, but would prefer 
to receive an electronic copy and reduce desk clutter, simply call the Extension Office 
and let us know.  Likewise, if you receive this in an email, but sometimes miss pro-
grams or information because you don’t always check your email or it gets buried 
under a mountain of others, we are willing to send you a hard copy in the mail.  
While emailing saves us money, time, and postage, we would rather be sure that our 
clientele receive pertinent information in a timely and useful manner that fits them 

best. To make a request please call the office at 979-732-2082. 

Details on the following programs and much more can be found at our 

website: colorado.agrilife.org 

As always, please feel free to contact me about your individual issues, 

needs or concerns. 

I can be reached by phone at 979-732-2082 or email at  

stephen.janak@ag.tamu.edu. 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Stephen D. Janak 

County Extension Agent—Ag/Natural Resources—Colorado County 
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Rural Development 

Texas State Office 

101 South Main Street, Suite 102 

Temple, Texas 76501 

Voice 254-742-9700   

Email: gayle.aubrey@tx.usda.gov 

Web:  http://www.rurdev.usda.gov/TX.html 

 

 

USDA REAP PROGRAM ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS FOR  

RENEWABLE ENERGY & ENERGY EFFICIENCY IMPROVEMENTS 

 

TEMPLE, TEXAS, December 1, 2014 - As many U.S. farmers are discovering, renewable 

energy is the new cash crop of the 21
st
 century.  Renewable energy and energy efficiency systems 

provide a significant opportunity to increase local revenue and the economic yield of land while 

bolstering the local job market.  Energy efficiency improvements are a useful tool for increasing 

farm or business productivity while reducing costs.  By investing in energy efficient equipment, 

agricultural producers and rural small businesses can enjoy savings and increased reliability for 

years to come. 

 
USDA Rural Development provides financial assistance in the form of grants and guaranteed 

loans to agricultural producers and rural small businesses to purchase renewable energy systems 

or make energy efficiency improvements through the Agency’s Renewable Energy for America 

Program (REAP).  REAP offers funds for farmers, ranchers and rural small businesses to 

purchase and install renewable energy systems and make energy-efficiency improvements.  

 

Many projects have been funded throughout Texas under the REAP program.  This funding was 

used for projects ranging from installation of solar and wind renewable energy sources, improving 

irrigation systems, upgrades to air conditioning and refrigeration units, and retrofitting poultry 

houses with more energy efficient equipment. 

   

Grants can fund up to 25% of a project’s total eligible costs, and are limited to $500,000 for 

renewable energy projects or $250,000 for energy efficiency improvements.  Grants as low as 

$2,500 for renewable energy projects and $1,500 for energy efficiency projects, will be 

considered.  Guaranteed loans can fund up to 75% of a project’s total eligible costs, with a 

minimum of $5,000 and a maximum of $25 million.   

 

All agricultural producers, including farmers and ranchers, who derive 50% or more of their gross 

income from agricultural operations are eligible.  Businesses in a rural area which meets the 

Small Business Administration size standards can also apply.  A private entity, a rural utility, and 

rural electric cooperatives are typically eligible, however non-profit and public bodies are not 

eligible. 

 

The first round of REAP applications will be due in February 2015.  For more information on the 

program and to apply for funding, details are available on the USDA Rural Development website, 

http://www.rurdev.usda.gov/TX_Energy.html. Applications should be submitted to the USDA 

Renewable Energy Coordinator, Billy Curb, at billy.curb@tx.usda.gov, or call 254-742-9775 for 

more information.  

 



January 16, 2015 

Program Introduction, Agriculture/Wildlife Valuations 

 

The Multi-County New Landowner Education program is a series of meetings, semi-

nars, and field days designed to educate new land-owners in Austin, Colorado, 

Fayette, and Washington counties. However, these educational programs are NOT 

restricted to only new landowners—anyone who has an interest in learning about 

the particular topic is invited to attend.  Participants in the program will hear from 

Extension experts in various fields about best management practices they can imple-

ment on their own property.  

This first meeting of the New Landowner Education program will serve to introduce 

landowners to the array of agencies who can be a resource of information, planning 

help, or funding for land improvement projects.  The meeting will also address estab-

lishing agriculture and wildlife tax valuation status and meeting requirements to qual-

ify.  The meeting will be held at the Washington County Fairgrounds.  Registration 

will take place from 1:00-1:30PM and the program will run from 1:30-5:00pm. 

If you have questions or wish to register, contact the Austin County Extension Office: 

979-865-2072 






















