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Topics

ÅFruits for North Texas

ÅBasic Biology of Fruit Trees and Berries

ÅTips for successful Fruit Gardening

ÅVarieties for North Texas

ÅTools for Pruning

ÅPruning Methods



Fruit and Nut Gardening in Texas

ÅApples

ÅBlackberries

ÅBlueberries

ÅChestnuts

ÅFigs

ÅGrapes

ÅJujubes 

ÅLoquats

ÅPeaches

ÅNectarines 

ÅPlums

ÅPears

ÅPecans

ÅPersimmons

ÅPistachios

ÅPomegranates

ÅRaspberries

ÅStrawberries

ÅTropical And Subtropical 
Fruits

ÅWalnuts



Fruit and Nut Crops in NorthTexas

ÅApples
ÅBlackberries
ÅChestnuts
ÅFigs
ÅGrapes
ÅPeaches
ÅNectarines 
ÅPlums
ÅPears

ÅPecans
ÅPersimmons
ÅPomegranates
ÅRaspberries
ÅStrawberries
ÅWalnuts



Easy Fruit and Nut Crops in NorthTexas

ÅBlackberries
ÅFigs
ÅGrapes
ÅPeaches
ÅPears
ÅPecans

ÅPersimmons
ÅPomegranates
ÅRaspberries
ÅStrawberries





Biology

Requirements for plants:

Sun Light, Water, Air, Temperature and Fertile Soil



Biology

Photosynthesis

ÅSunlight



Biology

ÅWater



Biology

ÅSoil



Biology

ÅImprove soil
ÅRaised Bed
ÅImprove Drainage
ÅImprove Soil with 
amendments
ÅCompost

ÅExpanded Shale

ÅTill with existing soil
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Biology

ÅUse organic mulch to help:
ÅConserve moisture to save water
ÅReduces evaporation
ÅPrevents erosion
ÅControls Weeds
ÅRelates soil temperature
ÅEnriches soil nutrients
ÅIncrease soil health
ÅDecrease soil compaction
Å3 inches recommended



Planting a Fruit Tree









Biology

ÅTemperature
ÅHardiness
Åbased on the average annual extreme minimum 
temperature 

ÅChilling Requirements 
ÅTime between 32F and 45F from Oct-Feb
ÅClimate can create the largest risk to success 



Biology



Biology ςTemperature ςCold Hardiness

Zone 8a = 10 to 15 F



Tips for successful Fruit Gardening

ÅSelect the proper site

ÅUse adequate plant spacing

ÅTest your Soil ςtype, drainage, 
nutrients, pH, Soil Properties

ÅProperly Water ςGoldilocks 
principle

ÅLight - Full sun, at least 8 
hours/day

ÅProvide all the requirements for 
the plant



Tips for Successful Fruit Gardening

ÅSelect crops and varieties specific for 
our soil and climate

ÅPurchase quality plants from 
reputable nursery

Å5ƻƴΩǘ Ǉƭŀƴǘ ǘƻƻ ŘŜŜǇ

ÅPrevent disease and insect problem 
before they occur

ÅUse hardwood mulch around the 
drip line of the tree

ÅRealize Fruit Trees are short-lived, 
ŀƴŘ ǿƻƴΩǘ ƭƛǾŜ ŦƻǊŜǾŜǊ



Variety Selection

ÅLearn as much as possible about the specific fruit crop

ÅStart by reviewing varieties recommend by Texas A&M 
Extension Horticulture @
ÅAggieHorticulture.tamu.edu

ÅCheck availability with Nursery

ÅDouble check that the variety:
ÅHas the proper chill hours

ÅAdapted to your soil



Varieties  for NorthTexas

ÅBlackberries ς
ÅKiowa, Ouachita, Arapaho, Natchez, Chichasaw, Navaho, apache

ÅFigs ς
ÅTexas Everbearing(brown Turkey), Alma, Celeste

ÅPears ς
ÅEuropean Hybrids - Kieffer, Orient, Moonglow, Magness
ÅAsian Varieties- 'Shinko', 'Shin Li'



Varieties  for NorthTexas

ÅGrapes ς
ÅVictoria Red, Champanel, Black Spanish, Blanc 
du Bios

ÅPecans ς
ÅDesirable (I)ss, Pawnee (I)ss, Kanza(II)

ÅPeaches ς
ÅHarvester, Majestic, Redskin

ÅPlums ς
ÅMorris



Varieties  for NorthTexas

ÅPersimmons ς
ÅEureka, hachiya, Tane-nashi, Tamopan, Fuyu, Izu, 
Fanko

ÅPomegranates ς
ÅAl-sirin-nar, Salavatski, Russian 18.

ÅRaspberries ς
ÅDorman Red

ÅStrawberries ς
ÅChander, Seascape, Oso Grande, Sequoia



Benefits of Pruning and Training 

ÅBenefits:
ÅSunlight Penetration into canopy

ÅSize Control

ÅEasier to harvest

ÅFruit Load management

ÅEncourage proper branching for strength

ÅManage Vigor

ÅReduce Injury

ÅIncreased air flow for reduce disease

ÅSanitation: Remove disease



Art and Science of Pruning

ÅThe science of pruning a tree means being aware of how light 
affects its growth, and how its structure develops over time.

Åaim fora tree that is well balanced between growth and 
production, easy to manage, and open to the light and air. 

ÅThink of it as a living sculpture, with many light channels flowing 
throughout its structure
ÅBy Gary Moulton & Jacky King, WSU

Åhttp://extension.wsu.edu/maritimefruit/Pages/PruningBasics.aspx



Tools for pruning




