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GENERAL SITUATION 

The weather pattern continues this week with some scattered and some general
rainfall. Most of the rains have fallen nearer the state line this last week. Moderate
temperatures have also prevailed, providing some respite from last weeks heat. If
you are interested in tracking heat units try this link:
http://www.weather.com/outdoors/agriculture/growing-degree-days/79336 
Be sure to update to your location, and the base DD’s (60 for cotton).

COTTON
Based on the IPM Scouting Program cotton fields the average number of total nodes
is 12 (range 7 to 14); the 1st fruiting branch at 7 (range 5-9); 89% (range 80-100%)
square retention of 1st positions; node length is 0.7" (range of 0.5"-1.3"), and plant
populations average 39,200 per acre (range 19,000 to 53,000).  I have not seen a
first bloom so far but do anticipate that I will by July 8th.  Based on average plant
mapping data and assuming going into bloom with 8 nodes above white flower, we
should generally begin bloom around July 16th.   I suspect a majority of the acres in
Hockley county will not begin blooming until around July 24.  With a last effective
bloom date of August 20, that still gives us near a full month for effective blooming. 
So prospects are good if you begin bloom by July 24. If your late cotton does not
begin blooming until August 7, that only gives you 2 weeks of bloom.  That could be
a problem. Recall that effective bloom period is that time when we can, with some
certainty, say that a bloom will make a harvestable boll.
Cotton pests are generally quiet at the present.  No fleahoppers have been noted in
cotton fields only in margins on whiteweeds. No lygus, aphids or mites have been
seen either. One beet armyworm hit was found on Monday, but no worms. Weed
control has been the order of the day for the past several days. Please be careful of
herbicide drift as we have many acres of grain sorghum.

PEANUTS
Peanuts are doing very well under current conditions.  Most all fields are well into
bloom and are setting pegs.   Weed control still remains as pest priority number
one. If you do cultivate please be careful not to pitch any soil to the crown. Pay
attention to crown and foliar disease possibilities.

GRAIN SORGHUM
Sorghum ranges from still in the bag to almost boot stage.  Limited whorl feeding by
larvae pest has been noted. The only leaf pest has been an occasional corn leaf
aphid, which is just fodder for beneficials.  Again be respectful of other crops as you
apply herbicides. And be mindful of possibilities of tank contamination issues.

http://www.weather.com/outlook/agriculture/growing-degree-days/
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Some of you are very familiar with the
cotton plant but may not be so familiar
with a peanut plant. I mentioned the
peg and developing pod on the first
page under the peanut section.  To the
right you will see the blue arrow
pointing to that structure.  This occurs
following the bloom and subsequent
pollination stage; resulting in this peg
structure penetrating the soil; and then
begins to swell at the tip creating the
peanut pod. You will notice 3-4 other
pegs developing nearby.

Upcoming Meetings:

Managing Limited Agricultural Irrigation Water Capacities  
Tuesday, July 9, 2013  * 2.5 General CEUs available *  9:00 a.m. to 11:30 a.m.

Registration Fee $10 *  Activity Building - 200 W. Taylor, Morton, Texas

Vegetable Workshop  
Tuesday, July 16, 2013  12:00 p.m. to 1:00 p.m.

Registration Fee $10  Lunch Provided
Activity Building - 200 W. Taylor Morton, Texas

Pesticide Applicators training will be held here at the Extension office in Levelland on July 11 & 25. Call

894-3150 for more information. 

See You On The Radio

IPM Radio Program Ag Talk on Fox Talk KJTV, radio 950 AM, on Wednesdays from 12:30 to

2:00.

Texas A&M AgriLife Extension in Hockley County Report on KLVT Levelland, High Plains Radio

Network, radio 1230 AM, Wednesdays from 7:30 am to 7:45 am.
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