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Current Crop and Pest Situation

Not much has changed over the last week in cotton other than the physiological
state of the cotton itself.  However, I would still not let your guard down for
awhile longer, especially in cotton which has late growth of squares and blooms,
non BT cotton, or may have excessive nitrogen levels.  Some fields, the earliest
planted, are close to a point of maturity that most insects are of no consequence. 
This being said, most cotton will need to be monitored for at least another 10
days maybe through the first week in September for later cotton.  Cotton aphids
would be one insect which could develop up through boll opening.  I doubt if this
will be the case though. 

Weeds continue to be a concern for some either after a recent shower or
irrigation.  Be careful in your enthusiasm to kill these weeds.  First ask if these
weeds are just cosmetic at this point, or will their seed production haunt you in
the future (i.e. morningglory, marestail) or cause you harvest problems.  I would
class many of the careless weed situations right now as purely cosmetic.  I hate
to say that knowing that many of those pigweed could very well be resistant to
glyphosate.  But most of that has already gone to seed and to attempt removal
would be impractical. So save your money for a good harvest aid program and be
prepared to go “old school” on weeds starting this winter.  Good luck.

Peanuts are generally doing well, but will need these warm temps to continue to
finish out well.  Stay on top of leaf spot, pod rot, and other diseases.  Understand
the risk factors for disease have been high the past several days.  Irrigation will
need to continue for awhile unless rain is received. My suggestion on irrigation
right now is frequency not volume. Many fields have good moisture below
surface, however, if we do not keep the canopy and soil surface environment
moist then those last pegs trying to form a pod will have a difficult time.  

Grain sorghum has been making good progress where rains or irrigation have
been received.  Headworms, midge, greenbugs and spider mites most be
monitored closely on this post boot milo. I have not been finding too much other
than a few stink bugs but conditions are right for problems. Chris Locke, an area
crop consultant called the other day finding mites and headworms near Morton.
We do not talk about mites very often so I wanted to cover this pest in this issue. 
The following is a discussion from the “Managing insect pests and mite pests of
Texas sorghum”:  Large numbers of Banks grass mites sometimes occur on sorghum,
especially in more arid areas of Texas. These mites are very small; females are larger than
males.  After feeding, mites turn deep green, except for the mouthparts and first two pairs of
legs that remain light salmon colored.  Eggs (about 50 per female) are laid in webbing on the
undersides of sorghum leaves. Eggs are pearly white, spherical, one-fourth the size of the
adults, and hatch in 3 to 4 days. The life cycle requires about 11 days under favorable
conditions. 



Spider mites suck juices from the undersides of sorghum leaves. Mite
infestations begin along the midrib of the lower leaves.  Infested areas become pale
yellow initially and later become reddish on the top surface.  The entire leaf may turn
brown. As spider mites become more abundant on the lower leaves, the infestation
spreads upward through the plant. The undersides of heavily infested leaves have a
dense deposit of fine webbing spun by the spider mites.  

Increases in spider mite abundance generally occur after sorghum grain heads
emerge. Large numbers of spider mites occurring early in kernel development can
reduce the ability of sorghum plants to make and fi ll grain. After kernels reach hard
dough, grain is not affected. However, if spider mites are very abundant sorghum
plants may lodge, resulting in harvest losses.  

Inspect the undersides of lower leaves carefully. Mites occur in colonies, first
along midribs of leaves. Later they spread away from the midrib and up the plant to
higher leaves. Webbing indicates the presence of mites. Mite infestations commonly

begin along field borders, and may spread quickly throughout a field.  
Hot, dry weather may favor a rapid increase in mites. Also, mites in sorghum may respond as induced (secondary) pests

after an insecticide application for a key insect pest such as greenbug. A rapid increase in spider mites after insecticide
application is thought to be caused by the tolerance of mites to some insecticides, the destruction of beneficial insects, and the
dispersal of mites from colonies.  

Natural enemies do not always control spider mites adequately. Because spider mites increase more rapidly on moisture
stressed plants, irrigation, where available, should be timed to prevent plant stress.  Also, spider mites may move from small
grains, especially wheat, to sorghum. To avoid this, plant sorghum away from small grains.  Insecticides produce varying degrees
of success. Historically, insecticidal control of mites in sorghum has been erratic. 

Insecticide application may be justified when 30 percent of the leaf area of most sorghum plants in a field show some
damage symptoms from mite feeding. Thorough coverage is required; apply at least 3 to 5 gallons of spray mixture per acre.
Banks grass mites are often resistant to insecticides.

Products labeled for Banks grass mite in grain sorghum are: Dimethoate, Phorate, or Propargite.  Always read and follow
label directions (limitations).

WHEAT VARIETIES 2013
I have had a few producers asking about wheat varieties for this coming season. Dr. Clark Neely, Small Grains
and Oilseed Extension Specialist in College Station just recently sent out results from the 2013 small grains
variety trial results. 2013 results are now available for our uniform wheat, oats, and small grain forage trials at
our website: http://varietytesting.tamu.edu/wheat/index.htm. The wheat variety publication was changed
somewhat this year due to extreme conditions for last year’s crop, which resulted in misleading rankings due to
freeze injury. Early maturing varieties suffered considerably more freeze injury than later maturing varieties in
many cases. In response, the wheat group decided to include 2013 locations with harvestable plots that
appeared statistically sound; HOWEVER, these results are found in the back of the publication and will not be
included in our multi-year averages. Instead, we are re-presenting the 2012 multi-year tables and continue to
encourage producers to use multi-year averages when making variety selection decisions and not base decisions
off single year data. Give us a call if questions.

Final Thoughts - Consistency
This time of year I am often asked to estimate cotton yields for
producers and others. So I count bolls, establish a plant population
and boll size for number of bolls to make a pound of lint, and crunch
the numbers.  Then I apply the art of realism into the final number. 
An example: a field has a plant population of 42,000 plants per acre;
after counting a minimum of 50 plants I establish that there is an
average of 8.8 bolls per plant; and I estimate that this descent
irrigated cotton field has a medium to large bolls size of 320 bolls to
make a pound of lint; so (42,000 X 8.8) /320 = 1155 lbs of cotton lint
yield.  I look at the field consider the producers ability to take this
crop to the gin and say “yes” this is 2.3 bale cotton.  That is a realistic
scenario.   How can we use this to better our management? Okay, so
let us now go through another scenario.  We will plant to a stand 3
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plants per foot or 39,243 plants per acre on every acre, consistently.  We water, fertilize, control weeds, manage insects,
utilize PGR’s, etc. consistently and timely across the whole field.  We use a variety which will set fruit at node seven and
quit at node 14.  It will have 2 bolls on node 7, 3 bolls on nodes 8 and 9, 2 bolls on nodes 10-12, and finally 1 boll on nodes
13 and 14.  This is a total of 16 bolls.  Now that seems like a lot, but it is very possible if managed properly and
consistently.  These bolls are also of a good size taking 300 bolls to make a pound of lint.  So now let us calculate the yield:
(39,243 X 16) /300 = 2093 pounds of lint per acre.  Wow. That is +4 bale cotton.  Ladies and gentlemen we are producing
that right now.  Sure it is on mostly drip, but it is also being done on pivot irrigation.  Okay do not think for a moment that I
am saying that this is what you need to be doing is producing near or at 4 bale cotton.  In fact, some who may be doing this
have reached a point of diminishing returns when their primary goal is just high yield.  My point here is that excellent,
profitable yields are achieved by consistency.  A consistent stand, consistent and necessary inputs, and finally achieving a
consistent fruit load.  What kills my calculations when a producer asks me to calculate yield for them are the inconsistent
stand and inconsistent boll load.  If you want to better your profit margin through production be consistent, timely,
and precise. 

Upcoming Meetings:

***Pesticide Applicators training will be held here at the Extension office in Levelland on September 12 & 26.  
Call 894-3150 for more information. 

***The 61st Annual Meeting of the West Texas Agricultural Chemicals Institute has been scheduled for Tuesday,
Sept. 10, at the Scottish Rite Temple - Learning Center, located at 1101 70th Street in Lubbock, (South Loop 289
and Interstate 27). 
This year represents the 61st meeting of WTACI, an unincorporated organization of dealers, industry
representatives, agricultural producers, scientists, educators, and agribusiness members who support education and
research programs promoting safe and effective use of agricultural chemicals and protection and preservation of
the area's natural resources.
Topics to be discussed at the conference include various aspects of pest identification and management, pesticide
laws and regs, research efforts on row crops in the High Plains, and much more. The Texas Department of
Agriculture (TDA) has approved a total of 6 continuing education units (CEU's pending).
Pre-registration currently is available online at http://wtaci.tamu.edu. Registration forms have been mailed.
On-line registration fees are $75 for conference attendees and must be completed or postmarked by August 31.
On-site registration will begin at 7:00 am the day of the conference and will cost $95 for attendees.  Lunch will be
provided as part of the registration fee. 

See You On The Radio

IPM Radio Program Ag Talk on Fox Talk KJTV, radio 950 AM, on Wednesdays from 1:00 to 2:30.

Texas A&M AgriLife Extension in Hockley County Report on KLVT Levelland, High Plains Radio Network, radio

1230 AM, Wednesdays from 7:30 am to 7:45 am.
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