
Winter 2020 

Annual East Texas Turfgrass  
Conference 

Tuesday, February 4, 2020 
Texas A&M AgriLife Research & Extension Center 

1710 N FM 3053 Overton, TX  
 

Cost is $35—Includes Lunch 
 
No preregistra on—pay at the door! 
 
5 CEU’s for TX Dept. of Agriculture Pes cide License Holders 
 
8:00 a.m. Registra on 
 
8:20 a.m. Welcome 
 Greg Grant, Smith CEA—Hor culture 
 
8:30 a.m. IPM Strategies in Turfgrass 
 Erfan Vafaie, Extension Program Specialist IPM 
 Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service  
 
9:30 a.m. Reading & Understanding the Pes cide Label 
 Lee Dudley, Panola CEA—Agriculture & Natural  
 Resources 
 
10:30 a.m. BREAK 
 
10:50 a.m. Disease Management in Turfgrass 
 Dr. Chrissie Segars, Statewide Turfgrass Specialist—
 Dallas, Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service 
 
11:50 a.m. LUNCH 
 
1:00 p.m. Turfgrass Weed Control Strategies & New Pest  
 Tolerant Turfgrass Varie es 
 Dr. Chrissie Segars 
 
2:00 p.m. BREAK 
 
2:20 p.m. Gopher & Mole Control Using IPM Strategies 
 Greg Grant 
 
3:20 p.m. Evalua ons & Adjourn Conference 
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Willie Arnwine, CEA—4H/YD 

Contact Willie Arnwine in the County 4-H Office for specific event details (903) 683-5416  
or via email at wrarnwine@ag.tamu.edu 

Texas 4‐H Congress allows 4‐H members to experience 
the law making process first hand by wri ng and  
submi ng a bill, and then serving as a member of the 
House of Representa ves, the Senate, the Press, or as a 
Lobbyist. From these roles, the 4‐H members determine 
the fate of each bill submi ed.  
 
Any 4‐H member, regardless of age or planning on  
a ending Texas 4‐H Congress, must submit a legisla ve 
bill for considera on. Par cipa on in the bill wri ng  
exercise allows 4‐H members the opportunity to become 
engaged in the legisla ve process and the 4‐H ci zenship 
project. 4‐H members a ending Texas 4‐H Congress will 
be required to submit at least one bill prior to their  
registra on to the event being accepted. 
 
The commi ee structure for Texas 4‐H Congress 2020  
follows. 
 Agriculture and Livestock (AGL) 
 Educa on (EDU) 
 Energy and Environment (EEV) 
 Government, Finance, & Appropria ons (GFA) 
 Homeland Security and Public Safety (HPS) 
 Judiciary and Juvenile Jus ce (JJJ) 
 Public Health & Welfare (PHW) 

 
To learn more on how to write and submit a bill download 
the “Preparing a Legisla ve Bill for Texas 4‐H Congress” as 
well as work with your county Extension agent or a  
volunteer. 
 

 View the 2018 Texas 4‐H Congress Bill Book  

ZSuite Record Book Tra in ing Workshops 
 

Learn to use the NEW Record Book ZSuite Program. 
There is no charge to a end these workshops and they 
are open to agents, parents, adult leaders and youth that 
desire to learn hands‐on how to u lize the features of 
this program.  Sea ng is limited and as such, par cipants 
will need to register on‐line through the link below 
(Google Doc).  Par cipants will need to bring a laptop or 
tablet and an extension cord so that they can actually set 
up their accounts/login and walk through the program 

with the presenter. 
 

Feb 6th 5‐7PM—Nacogdoches Co Extension 
Feb 8th 10AM‐12PM—Carthage Civic Center 
March 7th 1‐3PM—East TX Coop, Gilmer 
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Cherokee County  
Champions Buyers Group 

CCJLS | March 25‐28, 2020 | Jacksonville, TX 
We are asking you and other business professionals to invest in the future of our Cherokee County 
Youth. By becoming a partner you will be helping the two largest student organiza ons in the United 
States. The FFA is dedicated to training our youth in Personal Growth, Premier Leadership and Career Success. While 
the 4‐H Organiza on teaches youth values and To Make the Best Be er.  
 
We have seven FFA Chapters and six 4‐H Clubs in Cherokee County that par cipate in our annual County Show.  This 
show allows them the opportunity to showcase their hard work and dedica on over the past year.  In recent years, we 
have had over 400 students come together to exhibit over 600 projects and we an cipate these numbers to be even 
higher this year. 
 
To reward and guarantee the highest placing projects a fair selling price, we are asking you to donate $1,000 (or more 
if you so choose) towards the Cherokee County Champions Buyers Group.   Funds collected by this group will be used 
to purchase the Grand Champion and Reserve Grand Champion livestock projects at the show.  The funds raised will 
not be dispersed or used on projects based on what organiza on or what town the exhibitors are from.   
 
By par cipa ng in the Cherokee County Champions Buyers Group, you will be helping to provide a good sale price for 
the highest placing livestock projects and allevia ng some of the financial burden on our local and area buyers groups.   
As a member of the Champions Buyers Group you will get: recogni on in the local newspapers, a banner at the show 
and your name called out as part of the Cherokee County Champions Group during the sale. 
 
These young people will soon be the future leaders of our towns, county, state and country. It is harder than ever for 
students to a end postsecondary schools or to enter the business world. With your help, we will be able to help the 
premier youth of our county succeed in their future endeavors as they become involved in our communi es.  
 
You can make a check out to Cherokee County Junior Livestock Show or CCJLS and send it to PO Drawer B Rusk, TX 
75785 or we would be more than happy to come by and pick it up.  Please contact any of us with any ques ons. 

 
  Preston Lindsey Aaron Low  Brad Thomas  Steven Dyess 
  903‐216‐0372  903‐683‐5416  936‐673‐2341  936‐564‐8271 

 

Business Name:             
Address:                
                
Phone No:              
Email:               
 

Sponsorship Amount:             
 

Please make checks payable to Cherokee County Junior Livestock Show and mail to:  
Cherokee Co. Junior Livestock Show (CCJLS) 
PO Drawer B 
Rusk, TX 75785 
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 Aaron Low, CEA-AgNR 

CEU Breakfast Meetings 
 

Those in need of CEUs for their Pes cide License can join 
us each month for our Breakfast CEU Mee ngs.  Each 
mee ng will be a Dutch treat breakfast and those in 
a endance will receive one hour of Pes cide CEU credits. 
 

There will be a one‐ me $10 fee for a ending the      
yearlong Breakfast CEU Series. 
 

The following dates, mes and loca ons have been set.  
(No ce the 7 a.m. start me for the February Mee ng) 
 

January  21st 6:30 a.m. Whataburger—Rusk 
February 18th 7:00 a.m. Mollie’s Diner—Alto 
March 17th 6:30 a.m. Beverly’s Café—Jacksonville 
 

Forest Pest Seminar  
Friday, Feb 7, 2020 

Pitser Garrison Convention Center 
601 N 2nd Street Lufkin, Texas 75901 

 

Registration: 8:00 a.m. to 8:30 a.m. 
Seminar: 8:20 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. 
 

Cost is $50—Includes meal and materials  
 

5 CEUs for TX  Dept. of  
Agriculture Pesticide Licenses 
5 SAF Cat-1 CF  
5 Pro-Logger Credits  
5 Texas Accredited Forester CEUs 
 

RSVP by  Feb 4th at 936.634.6414 ext. 100 or  
903-683-5416 

fermentation (“ensiling” or “pickling”), a process that should 
drop the pH of the feed below 4.5 where spoilage organisms 
will not grow. Problems arise when conditions in the bale al-
low growth of disease-causing organisms and potentially fatal 
conditions in cattle. 
 

Why do problems occur? 
1. Forage cut at the wrong stage of maturity will not have 
enough fermentable carbohydrates for good ensiling. Coarse, 
stemmy and overly mature forages have less sugars available 
for completion of fermentation, especially once the seed head 
has emerged. Small grains including rye, oats, wheat, and bar-
ley have a narrow harvest window and should be cut before 
the boot stage. 
2. Lower bale density makes round bale silage more suscep-
tible to entrapment or penetration of oxygen and increases the 
chance of air pockets within the bale. Tight, dense bales 
wrapped with plastic twine, net-wrap or untreated sisal twine 
are less likely to spoil. 
3. Baling at the incorrect moisture content is a recipe for dis-
aster. Wet or non-wilted forages are more likely to spoil; bac-
teria from the Clostridia family thrive in wet environments 
where forage moistures are in the higher 67-70% range. Great-
er than 70% moisture almost guarantees Clostridial growth 
and spoilage. Conversely, forage that is too dry does not fer-
ment but has greatly increased mold production. 
Baled silage is also more likely to spoil due to damage to the 
plastic covering, resulting in the harmful introduction of oxy-
gen. It is important not to puncture the plastic; isolate the area 
from cattle, pests and vermin. Anything that claws, bites or 
otherwise punctures the plastic sets the feed up for spoilage. 
 

What are the health risks to cattle? 
1. Botulism is a disease caused by one of the most potent 
toxins known to man. This toxin is produced by Clostridium 
botulinum, a spore-forming anaerobic Gram + rod. These 
spores are found everywhere in the soil and contaminate 
baleage during harvest, often by raking up dirt. In the absence 
of oxygen (as is found in wrapped hay) and a pH greater than 
4.5 (poor fermentation), the spores enter a vegetative state, 
multiply and produce toxin. Two forms of the toxin, Types B 
and C, are found most frequently in KY cattle. Type B is asso-
ciated with improperly fermented forage while Type C occurs 
from the accidental feeding of dead animals or poultry litter in 
the ration of cattle. Both types produce the same characteristic 
clinical picture in cattle of progressive muscle weakness lead-
ing to recumbency (downers) over a 2-5 day period of time, 
depending on the amount of toxin ingested. Signs may devel-
op as early as 24 hours to as many as 10 days after ingesting 
the toxin. Death is due to paralysis of muscles of the dia-
phragm, dehydration, or complications from being a 
“downer”. 
2. Listeriosis or “Circling Disease” is an encephalitis caused 
by the bacterium Listeria monocytogenes. This organism pro-
liferates in soil, feces and rotting vegetation. It grows in cool 
temperatures and at a pH greater than 5.4 under anaerobic 
conditions. It thrives in baleage systems when limited fermen-
tation and entry of air results in spoiled, moldy feed. Common 
places to find Listeria include spoiled silage at the end of 
trench silos, decaying forage at the bottom of solid feed bunks, 
and rotting hay or baleage. A very common mistake by pro-
ducers is feeding too many bales at once.  

Baleage Mistakes Can Lead to Major Health  
Consequences 

Baleage or “wet wrapped hay” is simply forage of a relatively 
high moisture content that is baled with a round baler and then 
sealed in a plastic bag or wrapped in plastic, to keep oxygen 
out. Anaerobic bacteria (those that live without air) convert 
sugars in the forage to lactic acid which in turn lowers the pH 
and preserves the forage as silage, with full fermentation com-
pleted within 6-8 weeks. Round bale silage (“baleage”) is an 
alternative to baling dry hay that allows shorter curing time 
and saves valuable nutrients by avoiding rain damage, harvest 
delays, spontaneous heating and weathering if stored out-
doors. Grasses, legumes and small grains can be effectively 
preserved by this method but only if proper techniques are 
followed. Forages should be cut at early maturity with high 
sugar content, allowed to wilt to a 40-60% moisture range, 
then tightly baled and quickly wrapped in plastic to undergo  
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Baleage that sits out open to the air over several days will begin to rot and spoil, allowing bacteria and molds to proliferate.  In 
order to produce clinical disease, Listeria must survive the fermentation process which it can easily do if the pH never goes be-
low 5. Large numbers of bacteria may gain access to the body through the mucous membranes of the mouth (through small cuts) 
and travel up the nerves to the brainstem. Fever, anorexia (off feed), depression and neurologic signs develop depending on 
which cranial nerves are affected. Neurologic signs include leaning to one side, stumbling, circling in one direction, facial nerve 
paralysis, drooling, difficulty chewing, drooped lower jaw, and head tilt. Early intervention with antibiotic therapy is often suc-
cessful but, if the cow goes down (becomes recumbent), the odds of survival are low despite aggressive treatment. The progno-
sis for sheep and goats with listeriosis is poor with an approximate 25% survival rate. Infection with Listeria may also result in 
eye disorders and abortion. Anterior uveitis or “silage eye” follows conjunctival infection with L. monocytogenes. The symp-
toms are very similar to pinkeye with tearing, blinking, and sensitivity to light early in the course of disease followed by devel-
opment of a bluish-white corneal opacity (see photo) then pus and dead cells accumulate just behind the cornea in the anterior 
chamber. Treatment with long-acting antibiotics should speed healing. Listerial abortion can occur at any stage of pregnancy. 
The route of infection is through the GI tract into the bloodstream and then to the placenta causing fetal death. 
3.   Bacterial and fungal abortion is another possible consequence of poorly preserved forages. Forage baled and wrapped too 
dry provides excellent conditions for germination and growth of a variety of yeast, molds and bacteria. Fungal spores are spread 
throughout the body by the bloodstream after inhalation or ingestion. Germination and growth of fungal spores in the placenta 
results in abortion, typically in the last 1/3 of pregnancy. If submitted to a diagnostic laboratory, fungal lesions are almost al-
ways identifiable in the placenta. Not all molds are dangerous though; many bales will develop some white surface mold due to 
small holes in the plastic but it does not penetrate deep into the bale. This outer layer can be removed at feed out or the cows 
will usually avoid eating these areas. Bacterial contamination of baleage results in similar abortion risks. Bacillus species prolif-
erate in poor quality silage and are partly responsible for deterioration when air is allowed in the bale. Bacterial abortion due to 
Bacillus species occurs when cows ingest the organism which travels through the bloodstream to the uterus followed by growth 
of the organism in the placenta and fetus. Cows abort in the last month of pregnancy or calves may be born alive but die within 
24 hours. 
4.   Poor quality baleage, if not adequately supplemented, will lead to loss of body condition in late gestation and early lactation, 
poor milk production and poor fertility. The feed value of baleage is a function of forage maturity at harvest, baling, handling 
and storage. The best method to evaluate baleage is a forage analysis that includes a fermentation profile (see example). Im-
portant goals include pH<4.5 ( definitely below 5 ), at least 2% lactic acid and greater than 5% total acids on a dry matter basis, 
and a volatile fatty acid score (VFA) above 5. 
 

Prevention is based on ensuring proper harvest and preservation of wrapped forages and maintaining proper feedout rates to re-
duce the risk of growth of organisms dangerous to cattle. Correct moisture content is of primary importance; there is a field 
method to assess moisture that will yield a general idea of moisture content but there are far more accurate methods availa-
ble.  Cut forage at the proper stage of maturity so it contains adequate levels of fermentable carbohydrates for good ensiling.   
Also, achieving the highest bale density possible, especially with high internal core densities, removes the maximum amount of 
oxygen with few air pockets. Wrapping the bales quickly after baling with a good quality plastic, preferably with an ultraviolet 
inhibitor and 6-8mm thickness, and using multiple (4-6) layers will extend the storage time. Bale weight can be a safety and 
equipment issue.  
 

Moisture Testers: Two types of forage moisture testers are available: one type utilizes heat and the other type utilizes electron-
ics. Heat-type moisture testers consist of a heater/fan drying unit, a screen-bottomed sample container, and a simple spring scale. 
Moisture content is determined by filling the sample container with a fixed amount of wet forage and drying the forage to a con-
stant dry matter percentage. The mass difference between the wet and dry forage is used to determine the initial forage moisture 
content. Most heat-type moisture testers require 25 to 35 minutes to operate. 
 

Electronic moisture testers provide an instantaneous moisture content reading, but there is some question of their accuracy when 
testing wet forage (most are made to test hay). Most electronic-type testers are comprised of a sensing probe and a hand-held 
display unit. The electrical conductance of the forage is measured between two metal contacts at the tip of the probe when in-
serted into the forage. Testers determine forage moisture content based on the relationship between moisture content and electri-
cal conductivity. 
 

Heat-type moisture testers tend to be more accurate than electronic moisture testers, although results can be affected by many 
factors including the effects of hay drying agents. Either type of moisture testers can be purchases from agricultural supply hous-
es, such as NASCO, for around $300. 
 

A relatively new technology is a hand-held device that uses Near-Infra-Red (NIR) scanning technology to measure the moisture 
content of animal feed. This unit comes with software to collect, view, and store recorded measurements. 
 

Microwave Oven Method: The microwave oven method to calculate forage moisture content allows reasonably accurate re-
sults to be obtained in a relatively short time. This method takes about 20 minutes to complete. However, the measured moisture 
content is much more accurate than when using electronic moisture testers. For step-by-step instructions on this method please 
follow the link below.  

https://u.osu.edu/beef/2017/04/26/baleage-mistakes-can-lead-to-major-health-consequences/  
Michelle Arnold, DVM (Ruminant Extension Veterinarian, UKVDL), Dr. Ray Smith, Livestock Forage Extension Specialist, and 

Krista Lea –UK Dept of Plant and Soil Sciences  
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kim.benton@ag.tamu.edu 
Kimberly Benton, County Extension Agent—Horticulture 

Cherokee County Horticulture Newsletter 
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kim.benton@ag.tamu.edu 

Some winter and early-spring to-do’s and to-don’ts for you: Don't fertilize newly set out trees or shrubs until after 
they have started to grow, and then only very lightly, the first year. 
 
When buying plants, the biggest is not always the best, especially with bare-rooted plants. The medium to small 
sized (4 to 6 feet) usually become established faster and will become effective in the landscape more quickly than 
the large sizes. 
 
Complete the bare-root planting of woody landscape plants his month. Container and ball-and-burlapped plants are 
in good supply and can be set out most any time. Winter and early spring planting provides an opportunity for good 
establishment before hot weather comes. 
 
Prune roses during February except in the Panhandle and far North Texas, where roses are pruned in March or 
April. Use good shears that will make clean cuts. Remove dead, dying, and weak canes. Leave four to eight healthy 
canes and remove approximately one-half of the top growth along the height of the plant. 
 
Wait until after they finish flowering before pruning spring-flowering shrubs such as quince, azalea, forsythia and 
spiraea. 
 
When pruning shrubs, follow these steps: (1) prune out any dead or damaged branches first; (2) thin out by  
removing about one-third of the canes or stems at ground level, removing the oldest canes only; (3) shape the rest of 
the plant but do not cut everything back to the same height. 
 
Plant dahlia tubers in late February and early March. 
 
A potted plant, tree, shrub, or cut flowers make excellent Valentine gifts for loved ones and shut-ins. 

   Want to plant some new varieties this year?  
  The Cherokee County Seed Swap is here just in time to get things started.   

 Where: Cherokee County Annex Building, 165 E 6th St, Rusk, TX 
  When: Friday February 7th, 9am-1pm 

    If you have extra seeds, starts, tubers, or cuttings, please bring them  
labeled so folks will know what they can look forward to growing. 

MASTER GARDENER TRAINING 
 

Looking for something positive & productive to add to your life?  
 

Master Gardening is a perfect way get deeper into the science of 
growing plants (50+ hours of Hort Science) and give back to the 

local communities .  The orientation class will be  
Thursday January 9th at the Annex building in Rusk, 165 E 6th 

Street, Rm #102.  Classes go from January through March,  
Tuesday and Thursday mornings.   

 

Please call 903-683-5416 for application and class schedule.  

2020 Upcoming Programs:  
 

January 9: Master Gardener Training Begins 
 

February 7: Seed Swap 
 

February (Date TBD): Greenhouse Irrigation  
 

March 14: CCMGA Spring Conference 
 

April: Bugs in our Garden  
 

April 18: CCMGA Spring Plant Sale 
 

May: Plant Propagation (Including Grafting) 

The flowers of late winter and early spring occupy places in our hearts well out of proportion to their size.— Gertrude S. Wister  
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Earth-Kind® Rose Garden 
It started as a glimmer of an idea, borne from a visit the  
Earth‐Kind® gardens in the DFW area, and became broken ground 
in 2012. Now we are , along with the City of Jacksonville, are  
working on its beauty again.  

Robert Selman in the garden, 2013 

July 2012, showing nice growth a er the ini al May plan ng 

Healthy and strong in 2014 

Coral Dri , 2015 

Mutabilis Rose, 2017 

Jacksonville students visi ng, 2018 

Apricot Dri  & Pe te 
Pink 

Here’s to more growth, and new 
blooms!  
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Nykole Vance, MS, CEP, CHES 
CEA-Family & Community Health 
nykole.vance@ag.tamu.edu 
 

I hope 2020 has started off in the right direc on for you and your family. If you have made any New 
Year resolu ons regarding your health and wellness, maybe the AgriLife Extension Family and  

Community Health (FCH) can assist you with your goals. We offer lots of fun, innova on and FREE  
programs. For more informa on about any of the Cherokee County FCH programs, please contact me 

in the AgriLife Extension Office of Cherokee County at 903‐683‐5416 or email 
nykole.vance@ag.tamu.edu. Please like and share the Cherokee County Extension Family and  

Community Health at h ps://www.facebook.com/CherokeeCoFCH . 
 
Raise Healthy Eaters in the New Year 
Ring in a healthy new year by teaching kids the importance of food, nutri on and ea ng skills: food to fuel busy,  

successful lives; nutri on to nourish strong bodies and smart brains; and ea ng skills to enjoy the social aspect of 

meals with family and friends. 

 

As with any part of raising children, no one does a perfect job with nutri on. As a parent, grandparent or adult  

caregiver, you can help to raise healthy eaters during these cri cal years by doing your best to: 

 

 Serve regular, balanced meals and snacks with a variety of nutrient‐rich foods. 

 Provide calm, pleasant meal mes where adults and children can talk together. 

 Remove distrac ons such as television, phones and tablets so that your a en on is 

on each other.  

 Allow children to use their internal signals to decide how much and what to eat 

from the foods you set out for each meal. 

 Explore a variety of flavors and foods from different cultures and cuisines. 

 Share an apprecia on for healthful food, lovingly prepared and shared with others. 

 Make simple food safety, such as washing hands, part of every ea ng occasion. 

 Teach basic skills for making posi ve food choices away from home. 

 Find credible food and nutri on resources when you don't know the answer. 

 

While this may seem like an in mida ng to‐do list, two family habits go a long way to making all this happen: regular 

family meals and involving kids in nutri on from the ground up. 

 

Get Kids Involved in Nutri on 

This one is fun for everyone and it can happen anywhere — your kitchen, the grocery store or a community garden. 

Every trip through the supermarket can be a nutri on lesson. Kids can learn to categorize food into groups: grains, 

fruits, vegetables, dairy and protein foods. They can choose new foods they want to try, including picking out a new 

fresh, frozen, canned or dried fruit each trip. As children get older, they can help plan the menu at home and then 

pick out the foods to match the menu items while shopping. 

 

Nutri on is just one of many reasons to have a garden. The process of plan ng, watching over and harves ng a  

garden provides daily opportuni es for children to learn valuable lessons and enjoy physical ac vity, while reaping the 

fruits (and vegetables) of their labor. 
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Healthy Recipe: Bok Choy Salad 
 

Ingredients  
 4 cups bok choy 
chopped  
 1/2 cup green onions 
chopped  
 6 ounces dry Chow 
Mein noodles  
 1/4 cup olive oil  
 1/4 cup Vinegar  
 1/4 cup sugar  
 2 tablespoons low  

    sodium soy sauce 
 
Instruc ons  
1. Wash and chop bok 

choy and green onions.  
2. Add to large mixing 

bowl.  
3. Break up chow Mein 

noodles and add to 
mixing bowl.  

4. Add olive oil, vinegar, 
sugar, and low sodium 
soy sauce to jar and 
close lid.  

5. Shake well to combine.  
6. Drizzle dressing over 

contents of mixing 
bowl.  

7. Gently toss and serve  

Did You Know? Simple Sip Swap 

Beverage 
Approximate  

Calories 

Approximate  
Exercise Required 

to Burn the  
Calories Off 

Water 0 Calories 0 miles 

Large Sweet Tea 220 Calories 2.25 Miles 

20oz. Bo le of 
Soda 

240 Calories 2.5 Miles 

16oz. Bo le of 
Juice 

260 Calories 2.75 Miles 

3 (5oz.) Glasses of 
Red Wine 

320‐350 Calories 3.5 Miles 

20oz. Fruit Fusion 
Smoothie 

355 Calories 3.5 Miles 

Ven  Frappuccino 
(Mocha) with 

Whip 

410 Calories 4 Miles 

5 (12oz.) Light 
Beers 

480‐530 Calories 5 Miles 

5 (12oz.) Regular 
Beers 

750 Calories 7.5 Miles 

2 (8oz.) Frozen  
Margaritas 

800‐1200  
Calories 

8‐12 Miles 

Walk the Walk to Lighten Up East Texas!  
 
For Texans walking the road to a healthier life, the journey begins with a single step… 
 

Walk Across Texas! Has supported these steps with a community dedicated to physical ac vity for over 20 years! Earn 
double points for LUET!  
 

Walk Across Texas! Begins on Monday, March 2nd and ends on April 27th.  
 

Walk Across Texas! Adult is an eight‐week program designed to help Texans establish the habit of regular physical  
ac vity. Each adult team may include up to 8 team members, all working together to reach the 832‐mile goal to make 
their way across the state of Texas. 
 

Ready to take the challenge? WAT! Has been shown to increase & maintain physical ac vity of par cipants! Grab your 
friends, family, co‐workers and let’s get started by registering today. 
 

For more informa on, call the Extension Office at (903)683‐5416 or email Nykole at nykole.vance@ag.tamu.edu. 
 

walkacrosstexas.tamu.edu   howdyhealth.org 
 

Register today under the Lighten Up East Texas League with code: watL‐200103‐mHQbGh  



Cherokee County 4-H Calendar of Events 

Jan 18 
21 
27 
28 
29 

D5 Food Show & Quiz Bowl, Pales ne HS 
CEO Closed—Mar n Luther King Jr. Day 
County Fashion Show Entry Deadline 
4‐H Council & CVLA Mee ng 
D5 Food Challenge Entry Deadline 

Feb 3 
8 
8 
15 
17 
22 
25 

4‐H Opportunity Scholarship Applica on Due for County Review 
CCJLS: Entry Deadline for Rabbit, Shop, Photography & Baked Goods 
County Fashion Show 
CCJLS: Valida on for Rabbit Meat Pen Entries 
CEO Closed—Presidents’ Day 
D5 Food Challenge, Pales ne HS 
4‐H Council & CVLA Mee ng 

March 2 
4 
7 
10 
14 
27‐4 
21 
24 
25‐28 

CEO Closed—Texas Independence Day  
D5 Photography Entry Deadline 
D5 Virtual BASS Contest #1 
D5 CDM Entry Deadline 
D5 Virtual BASS Contest #2 
Virtual CDM Contest (March—April) 
D5 Virtual BASS #3 
4‐H Council & CVLA Mee ng 
CHEROKEE COUNTY JR LIVESTOCK SHOW 
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January  
9 2020 Master Gardener Training Orientation 
21 Breakfast CEU Series—Whataburger, Rusk 
20 Office Closed—Martin Luther King Jr Day 
 

February 
4 Annual Turfgrass Conference—Overton 
7 Seed Swap @CEO 
7 Forest Pest Seminar—Lufkin 
17 Office Closed—Presidents’ Day 
18 Breakfast CEU Series—Mollie’s Diner, Alto 
TBD Greenhouse Irrigation  
 

March 
2 Office Closed—Texas Independence Day 
2 Walk Across Texas begins 
14 Cherokee County Master Gardener Spring Conference 
17 Breakfast CEU Series—Beverly’s Café, Jacksonville 
25-28 CCJLS—Jacksonville 
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Texas A&M AgriLife Extension provides equal opportuni es in its programs and employment to all persons, regardless of race, color, sex, 
religion, na onal origin, disability, age, gene c informa on, veteran status, sexual orienta on, or gender iden ty. The Texas A&M University 

System, U.S. Department of Agriculture, and the County Commissioners Courts of Texas Coopera ng. 

Cherokee County Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service 
Website: cherokee.agrilife.org 
Email: cherokee@ag.tamu.edu 

4‐H Blogsite:  cherokee4h.blogspot.com 

2020 Cherokee County Junior  
Livestock Show Schedule 

 
Wednesday, March 25th: 
8-9:00AM Check-In For Photography & Baked Goods 
9:30AM Baked Goods Judging-Results immediately following 
9:30AM Photography Judging-Results immediately following 
1:00PM  Horticulture 
3:00PM  Exceptional Kids Show 
4-7:00PM Dinner 
4-7:00PM Check-In For the Following: 
  =All animals EXCEPT for poultry, rabbit & horses 
  =Horticulture 
  =Club or Chapter for the Year  
  =Queen’s Contest 
 
Thursday, March 26th: 
7-8:00AM Check-In For Poultry & Rabbits 
7:30-8:30AM Breakfast Served—Sponsored by Cherokee Co Farm Bureau 
 

 Judging Schedule  
 8:00AM Swine 
 10:30AM Meat Pen Rabbits (Judging in Pens) 
 11:00AM Poultry 
 Noon  Lunch Served 
 2:00PM  Dairy Cattle 
 4:00PM  Rabbits (Breeding, Showmanship & Meat Pen Results) 
 

4-7:00PM Check-In For Shop Projects 
 
Friday, March 27th: 
7:30AM Horses must be checked in by this time *Current Coggins Required* 
 

 Judging Schedule 
 8:00AM Horses 
 8:00AM Shop (Class Judging Schedules TBA) 
 10:00AM Goats 
   Lambs IMMEDIATELY following Goats 
 11-1:00PM Lunch Served 
 Noon  Pen of Commercial Heifers (Record Books Due @8:00AM) 
 1:00PM  Beef (Steers, Non-Registered, Mini, Registered) 
   Shop results to follow Beef Show 
 
Saturday, March 28th: 
9:00AM Livestock Judging Contest 
12-3:00PM Lunch Served 
1:00PM  Queen’s Contest 
2:30PM  Scholarship Presentations  
3:00PM  Livestock Sale with Shop immediately following 

****JUDGING TIMES ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE**** 
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