
Pruning is both a 

science and an art 

form. First and 

foremost it is im-

portant to remem-

ber the “three D’s.” 

A good place to 

start pruning is by following these; are any branches 

dead, diseased or damaged? Remove those first and 

foremost. When removing a branch, shoot or sucker, 

it is important to remember to remove the entire 

piece as close to the base (or ground) as possible.  

Why prune? Ornamental trees, shrubs, fruit and nut 

trees need to be pruned in order to maintain their 

health and encourage balanced growth and produc-

tivity. It may also be necessary to prune based on 

size and shape or “curb appeal.” For fruit bearing 

trees, it is especially important for light penetration 

for fruit bud development. It increases the quality of 

the crop.  

Do you prune newly purchased/planted trees? Yes! 

Newly purchased trees are usually unbranched trees 

4 to 5 ft high. At planting they should be pruned to a 

height of 30 inches (2.5 ft). For pecan trees, the 

height varies, but basically cut off the top half of the 

newly planted tree. This forces shoots to develop at 

desired levels. Some fruit-bearing trees come from 

the nursery with some limbs already developed. 

Three or four well-developed and well-placed lateral 

branches may remain on the young fruit tree. The 

main leader should be cut off just above the highest 

of these selected branches.   

When is the best time to prune? Late winter or early 

spring, before active growth begins. This year has 

been a bit unpredictable and our spring started 

much earlier. Theoretically, your fruit trees should 

already be pruned! However in some areas, active 

growth may not have begun. Summer pruning may 

also be used to control growth of young trees and to 

improve light quality in the fruiting zone. It may also 

be necessary to thin heavy fruit loads or remove wa-

ter sprouts or suckers that pop up. It is usually neces-

sary to prune fruit trees annually. Nut trees will need 

pruning/training in the early stages and less pruning 

once they have matured. Ornamentals typically need 

to be pruned in the early stages and ,if properly 

cared for and pruned, pruning once they have ma-

tured may not always be necessary other than for 

curb appeal.  (cont’d) 
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What is an open center? This is primarily for fruit trees.  

It is a pruning/training method that can best be de-

scribed as an inverted umbrella without the handle. The 

center of the tree is pruned fairly heavy to allow for 

light to reach the innermost branches. Sometimes I re-

fer to this as “leaving the top open” so that the light can 

penetrate into the lower branches of the tree. This 

practice is most important with peach trees.  

Pruning fruit trees: Light penetration and crowding are 

most important for fruit trees. Light penetration is nec-

essary for fruit budding. Crowding needs to be avoided 

in order to provide enough room for fruit bearing limbs 

to grow and bear plump, healthy fruit. Pruning is most 

important for fruit trees so the individual tree will put 

more emphasis on growing and sustaining fruit rather 

than growing larger branches.   

Pruning pecan trees: Proper training of a young tree 

will promote a strong, attractive tree. Pecan trees grow 

slowly, therefore only the top needs to be pruned to 

one limb. The second year’s growth will need to be 

pruned lightly to promote the trunk and to remove 

sharp angles or weak forks. Lower side limbs should be 

cut back or removed as well. The third and fourth year’s 

pruning will continue forming a strong trunk and side 

limbs. Each year the lowest limb or limbs may be re-

moved from the trunk. (See diagram on page 3.) 

Pruning Crape myrtles: Crape myrtles bloom on new 

growth, so old growth can be removed and should be 

pruned prior to new growth beginning. Crape myrtles 

are often one of the last plants to begin growing, as 

they wait on the warmer weather before greening up. 

Well-established and well-structured plants may not 

require annual pruning. Thinning may be required every 

3-5 years to encourage new growth and flowering. 

Standard or “tree” crape myrtles should have 3-5 main 

trunks and those trunks should be kept clear of foliage. 

In fact, most foliage should be on the upper third of the 

tree. Cutting back standard crape myrtles does result in 

larger bloom clusters. Shrub types- these crape myrtles 

are usually grown with multiple branches and should be 

pruned back each season to maintain size. If size is not a 

concern, they typically do not need annual pruning for 

flower production. Dwarf varieties can still grow very 

large and will need annual pruning so they do not out-

grow their landscape site. The correct pruning proce-

dure for these plants is to cut them back to within  6 

inches of the ground each spring just before new   

Pruning Basics (cont’d) 

Before and after pruning of a very overgrown apple tree. 

An example of the open 

centers in a line of com-

mercially produced 

peach trees. 
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growth begins. Any small diameter stems (trunks) 

should be taken out completely to the ground. Even 

after new growth begins, it may be necessary to thin 

some of the branches to prevent crowding. Standard 

crape myrtles can grow up to 25 ft or more; shrub 

varieties, with proper pruning, should be allowed to 

grow between 8-12 ft; and dwarf forms should not 

exceed 3 ft with proper pruning. Do not commit 

“crape murder.” Know the variety you have or wish 

to plant and prune accordingly! Also, a main concern 

with all crape myrtles are suckers or new growth 

from the ground. In most situations, these always 

need to be removed.  

Here is a progression diagram from FSA6110 of unpruned and pruned pecan trees in the early stages of growth. 

Here is a general purpose 

diagram from Texas 

A&M Horticulture for 

pruning crape myrtles. 

This diagram is appropri-

ate for most shrub and 

standard/tree varieties. 
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Planting Calendar 

April: asparagus, sweet corn, 

summer squash, okra, peppers, 

cucumbers, sweet potatoes, egg-

plant, tomatoes, snap beans, lima 

beans, broccoli, cabbage, collards, 

lettuce, radishes, beets 

May: asparagus, pumpkins, toma-

toes, summer squash, southern 

peas, sweet potatoes, peppers, 

okra, eggplant, cucumbers, water-

melon, cantaloupe, snap beans 

and lima beans, collards, radishes 

June: snap beans, lima beans, wa-

termelon, cantaloupe, basil, to-

matoes, southern peas, collards, 

pumpkins, sweet potatoes, winter 

squash, summer squash, cucum-

bers, peppers 

The Peach Outlook 

Last week I had the pleasure of vis-

iting with Joey and Lou Jamison 

and touring the peach orchard. De-

spite the “odd year” we have had 

so far weather-wise, the outlook 

for peaches is good! Plums are like-

ly to be short this year, as the 

Jamison’s told me they will only 

have two varieties available. Joey 

Jamison mentioned the cold 

weather we had 2-3 weeks ago 

affected the peaches as the trees 

already had an early bloom and 

broke dormancy back in February 

(due to the early warm weather). 

Still, with all of the crazy weather, 

peaches look good! He taught me a 

good way to tell if the peaches on 

a certain branch or tree are looking 

good. Just split open a young 

peach and look at the kernel in-

side; if the kernel is brown, that 

peach is no good. If the kernel is 

plump and light, almost white, that 

peach is looking good. They 

showed 

me around 

the or-

chard and 

pointed 

out trees 

that are 

growing so well, they in fact need 

to be thinned! A standard mature 

limb on a peach tree should have 

roughly 5-6 growing peaches on 

it. They have some limbs with 9 or 

more! Over-production certainly is 

not a bad thing, but 3-4 of those 9 

peaches should be removed so 

that the other peaches have room 

to grow to adequate size and not 

weigh down the limb. Also, each 

peach on a certain limb, should be 

at about the same growth and ma-

turity stage. However, Jamison 

noted he had branches on some 

trees with dime size peaches up to 

about half dollar size peaches, and 

even some of those limbs still had 

pink blooms! This is likely caused 

by last summer, winter and 

spring’s odd temperatures and ev-

er-changing weather. But we can’t 

be for certain. Many issues with 

fruit production can be related 

back to either not enough or too 

many chilling hours, which directly 

relates back to the weath-

er. Jamison also noted that the 

White County, White River and 

White Diamond varieties seem to 

be more tolerant and adapted to 

our local weather. The Jamison’s 

will have these varieties of white-

flesh peaches available. They do 

have a Facebook page, 

@jamisonorchard, where they list 

all of the varieties they carry and 

typical availability dates of each of 

them. A Few interesting facts from 

the Jamisons: Did you know that 

peaches originated in China? And 

the varieties of peach trees that 

the Jamison’s grow have come 

from all over the southern United 

States! Lastly, soil that is too rich in 

nutrients keeps the sap up in the 

trees, making those trees more 

susceptible to freeze damage. The 

Jamison’s plan to sell at area Farm-

ers Markets and to a few local res-

taurants; they even offer a “You 

Pick” opportunity for a few long-

time customers who like to go out 

to the orchard and pick peaches 

themselves. Special thanks to Joey 

and Lou Jamison for having me out 

at their 3-generation strong or-

chard! 
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Springtime Pests 

Springtime is a time for new 

growth; however, not all of it is 

desirable. Some common spring-

time weeds that you might be 

seeing in your yard could include: 

crabgrass, buttercup, chickweed, 

dandelion, spurweed, nutgrass, 

henbit and purple deadnettle. At 

least I’ve seen a few of those out 

my back door here lately! Instead 

of compiling my own list of chemi-

cal control, I thought it would be 

best to utilize this chart from FSA 

2109, Home Lawn Weed Control, 

which includes control for all of 

the above weeds except for dan-

delion and spurweed. The best 

method of control for dandelion is 

the same ingredients for the win-

ter annual broadleaf weeds, typi-

cally a three-way mixture of 2,4-D, 

dicamba and MCPP. For spur-

weed, it is also best to follow win-

ter annual broadleaf weed control 

suggestions for post emergent 

control. Best pre-emergent con-

trol of spurweed includes Sima-

zine or Atrazine, applied between 

Thanksgiving and Christmas, or at 

least before March 1. The key is to 

catch the spurweed before the 

seeds germinate. The chart I have 

included lists the weeds by name 

or by type, the common weed 

types are: Broadleaf winter annu-

als: buttercup, chickweed, henbit 

and purple deadnettle; Winter 

perennials: dandelion; Summer 

annual: crabgrass; Summer peren-

nial: nutgrass (yellow and purple 

nutsedge).   
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The Arkansas Cooperative Extension Service offers its programs to all eligible persons regardless of race, color, sex, gender identity, sexual orien-
tation, national origin, religion, age, disability, marital or veteran status, genetic information, or any other legally protected status, and is an 

Affirmative Action/Equal Opportunity Employer.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Kaycee M. Davis 
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About Me 

Spring is my favorite time of year! 

It’s a new beginning with new 

buds on trees and flowers, new 

animal babies and interesting 

weather! I’ve always said, “It’s a 

good day when you get to play in 

the dirt!” I enjoy planting annual 

flowers in pots each spring and 

watching them grow. My Nana is 

who taught me about all that.  

Pictured is a canna I took from 

campus during college. I gave it to 

my Nana and it returns every year 

in her flowerbed! A great remind-

er of her and my time in college.  
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