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9/27/18 

 

News from Your Extension Agent: 

 

What does last weekend’s rains mean for Camp County? Can too much of a good thing be a bad thing?   

We need the rain to move us out of D1-D2 drought* but light rain showers and heavy dews are the 

perfect breeding ground for disease and pest invasion. Heavy rains move pests like fire ants into dryer 

areas… including homes.  Sinkholes are likely after heavy or prolonged rains, especially following a 

prolonged drought.  

So what can we do?  Just be mindful and know what to look for. If you are faced with any of the above, 

here are a few tips to help you out. 

Disease and pest invasion: If various pests such as pill bugs (roly polies), millipedes or amphipods are 

invading your home, the trick is to focus on the outside of the structure to exclude them. Turn any mulch 

in the yard to allow it to dry out more quickly. Remove any debris, dead limbs, soiled leaves, anything 

holding moisture. Be sure to allow airflow in any crawl spaces, fix any leaky faucets, water pipes, etc. 

Make sure gutters and drain pipes are clear and carry the water away from the garden/lawn/flowerbed 

areas. Remember, once the area dries out and goes back to normal, the invasion should also cease.  

Fire ants: Rain will bring fire ants closer to the surface, it doesn’t necessarily mean they are more 

abundant, but we see them fleeing their mounds during heavy rains. For fire ants in your yard, where the 

mound can be seen, treat individual mounds with bait and follow up in a couple of days. There are many 

products out there, different classes of baits and different formulations.  Some work in just a few days 

and some take 2-3 weeks to become effective. A few recommended chemicals that work in a few 

minutes to 24 hours include: pyrethroids, acephate and carbaryl. For ants without visible mounds, baits 

are definitely the way to go too, but keep in mind they take baits back into the nest and feed them to 

other ants, including the queen, so it may take longer to a see a difference in this situation. In some 

instances, fast acting contact pesticides like pyrethroids will eliminate surface activity but may not 

initially eliminate colonies nesting deeper in the soil. There is never a “one and done” answer for 

treating pests- often retreatment or combination treatments work best.  

Sinkholes: A sinkhole is a hole in the ground that forms when water dissolves rock at or near the earth’s 

surface.  This happens when weight is added above cavities.  So a heavy rainfall and floodwaters can 

add substantial weight and cause a sinkhole.  Sinkholes are more common in areas with karst terrain, 

landscape formed from the dissolution of soluble rocks including limestone, dolomite and gypsum.  

Keep in mind, only 20% of the United States is classified as karst, but two of the most famous sink holes 

occurred in Texas! One in central west Texas and the other in the gulf region of east Texas.  How to spot  
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a sinkhole: structural cracks in walls and floors, muddy or cloudy well water, formation of small ponds 

as rainfall accumulates in new areas, slumping or falling trees or fenceposts, a circular pattern of ground 

cracks around the sinking area, as well as many more. Learning about this topography goes beyond my 

word limit here, if you would like to read more, here are links to two sites I found helpful when 

researching for this article:  

https://txpub.usgs.gov/txwaterdashboard/index.html 

https://ufonline.ufl.edu/infographics/how-to-spot-a-sinkhole/  

Bottom line, we needed the rain and I know we are all grateful.  If you are concerned about any potential 

negative effects on your property or are having an insect invasion, please give me a call and we can 

discuss your situation. Again, don’t be alarmed or worried that your corvette will be consumed by a 

sinkhole, like 8 of them were when the National Corvette Museum was the victim of a sinkhole in 

February 2014 in Bowling Green, KY. Just be aware of the signs! 

*The new drought map won’t be available until Thursday, September 27, at that time we can observe 

where we stand following this past week’s rains. 

 

All data and recommendations are based on Extension Resources, U.S. Drought Monitor and U.S. 

Geological Survey.  

 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Kaycee Davis         

County Extension Agent- Agriculture, Camp County   

115 Dr. ML King Jr. Ave, Ste D        

Pittsburg, TX 756686          
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