
 



 
 

Cover Crop Plots and Forage Trail Planted in Eula 
Cover Crop Plots and Forage Plot Trials were planted 
on October 20, 2020 in Eula.  This will be different 
compared to last several years in Callahan County.  A 
couple of years ago, Dr Emi Kimura planted lintel that 
became a good talking point at the Wheat Tour.  Many 
farmers and ranchers were very interested in this 
because of the possibility of good forage for cattle.  The 
planting of the cover crop will allow us to see which 
cover crop would be beneficial in our area.  This trail 
will be one of the three being done in our area.  The 

other two areas are in far West Texas and in the San Angelo area.  Many of these cover 
crop being planted are Legumes which will add nitrogen to the soil. This will be very 
interesting to see in May during the Wheat Tour.  We are also doing a Forage Trial to see 
what variety produced the most amount pounds of forage.  More information will be in the 
next newsletter on what was planted and a map of the plots.  This will allow you to go and 
see which variety is growing and does the best in our area.  Only thing, we will need rain 
to germinate these plots. 

 

Fall Concerns about Prussic Acid & Nitrate in Sorghums 
By:  Dr. Calvin Trostle, Extension Agronomy, TAMU Dept. of Soil & Crop Sciences 

When our next Row Crops Newsletter is published in early November, a large portion of 
Texas will have seen heavy frost and a freeze on some sorghums.  So, this is good time 
to update Texas on prussic acid (a plant form of cyanide) and nitrates in sorghums.  
These include sorghum/sudans (haygrazers), forage sorghums, and also grain sorghum 
where cattle will graze after harvest or on drought-failed grain sorghum.  Sorghum after 
grain harvest and failed sorghum may still be green and growing.  Thus, prussic acid and 
nitrate concerns remain valid. 
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Fig. 1.  Droughted grain sorghum with insufficient grain filling for harvest.  This field is 
being grazed.  Poor growth suggests that nitrate accumulation is a possible toxic 
issue.  Also, since many of the plants are still alive, an immediate rain could trigger 
regrowth which may potentially have prussic acid issues. 

After 22 years in the Texas High Plains I still learn nuances on this topic.  Issues with 
prussic acid and nitrate have their exceptions, and blanket statements sometimes find 
exceptions, for better or worse.  I note, too, our veterinary medicine community is 
sometimes unclear about these chemicals in sorghums (and nitrate can be an issue in 
other forages as well) and their effect on animal safety. 

Staff at Texas A&M’s Texas Veterinary Medical Diagnostic Lab regularly deal with prussic 
and nitrate issues in livestock.  They note it is difficult to test for prussic acid in an animal 
(for example, sample the rumen) after mortality and measure prussic acid.  A quick 
autopsy after death can much more readily identify symptoms of nitrate poisoning. 

Generally, concerns about prussic acid arise at the first moderate frost to light freeze in 
any sorghum family crop being grazed.  It is best to remove the cattle for at least a week.  



If a sorghum is cut for forage, the time it takes the forage to dry for baling is sufficient for 
prussic acid to dissipate from leaves and stalk.  Dissipation from a large stalk is slower, 
but then that stalk takes longer to dry out. 

Nitrate is perhaps less considered as a potential health issue for livestock.  Potential 
nitrate issues are not related to a frost or freeze.  In my region of Texas nitrates are rarely 
an issue in a forage crop that is irrigated.  The problem often is more pronounced when 
plants are stressed and not growing well.  But they are still accumulating nitrate, primarily 
in the base of the stalk.  Nitrates do not dissipate in a forage at the end of the season as a 
crop matures and dries down.  They do not dissipate in a forage cut for hay. 

Texas A&M AgriLife information on the topic continues online at “Nitrates and Prussic 
Acids in Forages,” http://soiltesting.tamu.edu/publications/E-543.pdf 

The above document notes that nitrate poisoning can occur in several different species of 
forage crops as well as numerous weeds.  The weed most likely to accumulate nitrate is 
pigweed (Palmer ameranth, carelessweed).  We have plenty pigweed in much of Texas, 
perhaps even more so now since most pigweed is now resistant to glyphosate (Roundup).  
Animals in my region have died when feeding on excessive pigweed in baled 
sorghum/sudan. 

Additional recommended information that further explains these topics was recently 
updated by Dr. Brent Bean, national sorghum agronomist, United Sorghum Checkoff 
Program, https://www.sorghumcheckoff.com/news-and-
media/newsroom/2020/08/12/avoiding-prussic-acid-and-nitrate-poisoning/  This document 
is a good read.  One item of note on nitrate is some labs report as NO3– (the nitrate 
anion) but most report as “nitrate-nitrogen” or NO3–N. 

A Key Difference 

As noted, prussic acid dissipates in properly cured hay whereas nitrate remains fixed.  
Both are a danger to grazing cattle.  I commonly see problems in the understanding of 
prussic acid (which is mostly in the leaves, the first portion of standing forage cattle would 
consume), how to test it, and what test results mean. 

Recommended Testing Labs & Proper Sampling/Shipping for Prussic Acid 

There are many labs across Texas that can test for prussic acid and nitrate.  You may 
prefer to use a lab that you can take the samples to directly, particularly for prussic acid.  
Prussic acid sample collection can be tricky.  How the samples are handled can skew the 
results.  Good results—and the best interpretation of what these results mean—I believe 
is found by using the services of Texas A&M’s Texas Veterinary Medical Diagnostic Lab 
(http://tvmdl.tamu.edu/).  Their full-service labs are in College Station and Amarillo.  
Laboratory staff are keen on proper sample collection.  They welcome your phone call to 
ensure you do this properly.  Regardless of what lab you may decide to use, I recommend 
you call in advance for their instructions on how to handle the sample. 



You can read TVDML’s tip sheet for further advice about proper collection and shipping 
samples (even if not shipping to TVDML) especially for prussic acid testing at 
https://tvmdl.tamu.edu/shipping/ 

This entry was posted in 2020, Agriculture, October 2020, Sorghum and tagged Fall, 
Nitrate, Prussic Acid. Bookmark the permalink. 

 
 

USDA announces CFAP-2 assistance for agriculture  
An additional $14 billion dollars will be made available for farmers and ranchers who 

continue to face market disruptions and associated costs because of COVID-19. 

Signup for the Coronavirus Food Assistance Program (CFAP 2) will begin Sept. 21 

and close on Dec. 11. 

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) will use funds being made available from 

the Commodity Credit Corporation (CCC) Charter Act and CARES Act to support row 

crops, livestock, specialty crops, dairy, aquaculture and many additional commodities. 

USDA has incorporated improvements in CFAP 2 based from stakeholder 

engagement and public feedback to better meet the needs of impacted farmers and 

ranchers. 

Farmers and ranchers can apply for CFAP 2 at USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) 

county offices. This program provides financial assistance that gives producers the 

ability to absorb increased marketing costs associated with the COVID-19 pandemic. 

Farmers and ranchers will be compensated for ongoing market disruptions and 

assisted with the associated marketing costs. 

CFAP 2 payments will be made for three categories of commodities: Price Trigger 

Commodities, Flat-rate Crops and Sales Commodities. 

Price Trigger Commodities 

Price trigger commodities are major commodities that meet a minimum 5-percent 

price decline over a specified period of time. 

Eligible price trigger crops include: 

• barley 



• corn 

• sorghum 

• soybeans 

• sunflowers 

• upland cotton 

• and all classes of wheat. 

Payments will be based on 2020 planted acres of the crop, excluding prevented 

planting and experimental acres. Payments for price trigger crops will be the greater 

of: 1) the eligible acres multiplied by a payment rate of $15 per acre; or 2) the eligible 

acres multiplied by a nationwide crop marketing percentage, multiplied by a crop-

specific payment rate, and then by the producer’s weighted 2020 Actual Production 

History (APH) approved yield. If the APH is not available, 85 percent of the 2019 

Agriculture Risk Coverage-County Option (ARC-CO) benchmark yield for that crop 

will be used. 

Eligible beef cattle, hogs and pigs, and lambs and sheep payments will be based on 

the maximum owned inventory of eligible livestock, excluding breeding stock, on a 

date selected by the rancher, between Apr. 16, 2020 and Aug. 31, 2020. 

Flat-rate Crops 

Crops that either do not meet the 5-percent price decline trigger or do not have data 

available to calculate a price change will have payments calculated based on eligible 

2020 acres multiplied by $15 per acre. 

These crops include: 

• alfalfa 

• extra long staple (ELS) cotton 

• oats 

• peanuts 

• rice 

• hemp 

• millet 



• mustard 

• safflower 

• sesame 

• triticale 

• rapeseed 

• and several others. 

Sales Commodities 

Sales commodities include specialty crops; aquaculture; nursery crops and 

floriculture; other commodities not included in the price trigger and flat-rate 

categories, including tobacco; goat milk; mink (including pelts); mohair; wool; and 

other livestock (excluding breeding stock) not included under the price trigger 

category that were grown for food, fiber, fur, or feathers. 

Payment calculations will use a sales-based approach, where producers are paid 

based on five payment gradations associated with their 2019 sales. 

Additional Commodities 

Additional commodities are eligible in CFAP 2 that weren’t eligible in the first iteration 

of the program. If your agricultural operation has been impacted by the pandemic 

since April 2020, we encourage you to apply for CFAP 2. 

A complete list of eligible commodities, payment rates and calculations can be found 

on farmers.gov/cfap. 

Eligibility 

There is a payment limitation of $250,000 per person or entity for all commodities 

combined. Applicants who are corporations, limited liability companies, limited 

partnerships may qualify for additional payment limits when members actively provide 

personal labor or personal management for the farming operation. In addition, this 

special payment limitation provision has been expanded to include trusts and estates 

for both CFAP 1 and 2. 

Farmers and ranchers will also have to certify they meet the Adjusted Gross Income 

limitation of $900,000 unless at least 75 percent or more of their income is derived 

from farming, ranching or forestry-related activities. Producers must also be in 

https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__agrilife.us12.list-2Dmanage.com_track_click-3Fu-3D6b3cf2776b88c4d73a527059c-26id-3Df53b734e40-26e-3Dcf8122cdf0&d=DwMFaQ&c=r_tSStIHV2ie60z4DgB-pQ&r=x7mAzf64gnt56nFoZTHZJL8Ho5sQ_CKOpR5BmHuUWbM&m=jCJkFFBZAkCW9VwE5vc9_4w4z2VU0YxDtD5pZCEyvZc&s=EnX1sgpqdSyApVxVOtMqVdyrP8rVrLZJnxZ2zIiqD1w&e=


 

compliance with Highly Erodible Land and Wetland Conservation provisions. 

Applying for Assistance 

Farmers and ranchers can apply for assistance beginning Sept. 21, 2020. 

Applications will be accepted through Dec. 11, 2020. 

Additional information and application forms can be found at farmers.gov/cfap. 

Documentation to support the producer’s application and certification may be 

requested. All other eligibility forms, such as those related to adjusted gross income 

and payment information, can be downloaded from farmers.gov/cfap/apply. 

For existing FSA customers, including those who participated in CFAP 1, many 

documents are likely already on file. Farmers and ranchers should check with FSA 

county office to see if any of the forms need to be updated. 

Customers seeking one-on-one support with the CFAP 2 application process can call 

877.508.8364 to speak directly with a USDA employee ready to offer assistance. This 

is a recommended first step before a producer engages with the team at the FSA 

county office. 

All USDA Service Centers are open for business, including some that are open to 

visitors to conduct business in person by appointment only. All Service Center visitors 

wishing to conduct business with FSA, Natural Resources Conservation Service or 

any other Service Center agency should call ahead and schedule an appointment. 

Service Centers that are open for appointments will pre-screen visitors based on 

health concerns or recent travel, and visitors must adhere to social distancing 

guidelines. 

Visitors are also required to wear a face covering during their appointment. Our 

program delivery staff will be in the office, and they will be working with our producers 

in the office, by phone and using online tools. More information can be found 

at farmers.gov/coronavirus.  
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TPWD forecasts favorable white-tailed deer season 
Well-distributed and timely rains across 

much of the state, combined with 

positive long-term growth in the white-

tailed deer population, will lead to a 

favorable white-tailed deer season for 

Texas hunters this year. 

For the most of Texas, there were 

good rains in late April, May and early 

June. As a result of that, we had an 

abundance of good native forage growing out there. So, those bucks were able to 

start off on a good foot, so to speak, with antler growth,” Alan Cain, Texas Parks and 

Wildlife Department (TPWD) white-tailed deer program leader, said in an interview 

with the Texas Farm Bureau Radio Network. 

Early fawn recruitment numbers were looking good, hopefully, those will carry on 

through the hunting season. 

Right now, in talking to the landowners and hunters who are starting to check on their 

deer lease and set up cameras and looking at deer, they’re excited. 

TPWD estimates the state white-tailed deer population at 5.5 million deer. 

That’s a population density of 49.25 deer per 1,000 acres. Density is not uniform 

across the state. Those areas with better habitat tend to support higher deer 

populations. 

The trends suggest that population is going to be staying about the same for this 

upcoming season. Fawn recruitment looks good this year, so I expect that population 

to at least be stable, which we have a lot of deer in the landscape and a lot of 

opportunities for hunters. 

From a statewide perspective, hunters might expect to see a higher proportion of 

bucks in the 6.5- to 8.5-year age classes due to above-average fawn crops in 

previous years. 



Other age classes are expected to reflect a more even distribution. 

While doe harvest has been down slightly in the last couple of years, which is likely 

contributing to a widening ratio of does to bucks, the good news for hunters is that 

there should be plenty of carryover from previous years. 

General white-tailed deer season for the north zone runs Nov. 7-Jan. 3. The special 

late season is Jan. 4-17. 

General season for the south zone is Nov. 7-Jan. 17. The special late season follows 

Jan. 18-31. 

Archery season for white-tailed deer is Oct. 3-Nov. 6. 

The youth-only early season is Oct. 31 and Nov. 1. The youth-only late season runs 

Jan. 4-17. 

Muzzleloader season is Jan. 4-17. 

There are no new changes as far as deer harvest regulations. Obviously, the season 

dates will change with the calendar progression, as they do every year, but there has 

been no changes for the deer season or limits in any of the counties. 

Hunters who harvest anterless deer during archery, youth-only, muzzleloader or the 

four-day doe days in the general season in select counties must report their harvest 

on the MyHuntHarvest app. 

I will remind hunters in a group of 21 counties in kind-of that Southern Post Oak area 

between San Antonio and Houston that we still have mandatory harvest reporting for 

antlerless deer that are harvested and tagged with a hunting license tag. This’ll be the 

second year going into that with that regulation. 

The following counties are in the anterless deer reporting area: Austin, Bastrop, 

Caldwell, Colorado, Dewitt, Fayette, Gonzales, Guadalupe, Karnes, Lavaca, Lee, 

Waller, Washington, and Wilson. 

Areas of Goliad, Jackson, Victoria, and Wharton counties north of U.S. Highway 59 

and Comal, Hays and Travis counties east of IH-35 are also included. 

Harvests must be reported within 24 hours of taking an animal via the free 

MyHuntHarvest app. 

To protect the state’s deer population, there are additional regulations for hunters in 



 

Chronic Wasting Disease (CWD) containment and surveillance zones. 

CWD regulations are still in effect in the CWD zones that we have established in the 

state. There is one in the Panhandle, one in the Trans-Pecos out towards the El Paso 

area, one in a portion of Val Verde County around Del Rio, the South-Central Texas 

zone in that Medina/Uvalde County area. Also, we have a new zone that is 

established this year in Kimble County, and it’s just east at Junction, around that 

Segovia area. 

Within those zones, the requirements remain the same as last year. 

There’s mandatory carcass movement restrictions for moving carcass parts out of the 

zone, and then also mandatory sampling of hunter harvested deer in those zones. 

Details on those requirements are available at tpwd.texas.gov, in the online Outdoor 

Annual and the Outdoor Annual app. 
 

https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__agrilife.us12.list-2Dmanage.com_track_click-3Fu-3D6b3cf2776b88c4d73a527059c-26id-3D4ccabc50a4-26e-3Dcf8122cdf0&d=DwMFaQ&c=r_tSStIHV2ie60z4DgB-pQ&r=x7mAzf64gnt56nFoZTHZJL8Ho5sQ_CKOpR5BmHuUWbM&m=nlHiShpQU5ZBo2JEDimCVKpMUz8nT6KINk8UFeMqsm0&s=u48wibbW0w57uu9uIJP-p8NceQofCEzHSe0mB1RL5d0&e=


 

OCTOBER 29, 2020 
  

12:00 — 1:00 PM 
  

NO FEE REQUIRED 
  

Speakers 
  

•   Jesse Oetgen, Technical Guidance   
  Biologist Texas Parks & Wildlife   

•   Justin Foster, Research Coordinator    
  Region II ,  Kerr Wildlife Management  

Topics 
  

•   White - tailed Deer Outlook 
  

•   Impact of This Summer’s Drought 
  

•   Feral Swine Update 
  

  REGISTER IN ADVANCE:   
https://agrilife.zoom.us/j/93958539599?from=ms ft   

OR   

CALL IN THE DAY OF:   

+1 (346) 248 - 7799   

AND ENTER   

MEETING ID: 939 5853 9599   
The members of Texas A&M AgriLife will provide equal opportunities in programs and activities, education, and employment to a ll  persons regardless of race, color, sex, religion,     

national origin, age, disability, genetic information, veteran status, sexual orientation or gender identity and will strive  to  achieve full and equal employment  opportunity throughout           
Texas A&M AgriLife.   

https://agrilife.zoom.us/j/93958539599?from=msft
https://agrilife.zoom.us/j/93958539599?from=msft
https://agrilife.zoom.us/j/93958539599?from=msft


Callahan Extension office is 325-854-5835. 

Callahan County ExtEnsion-agriCulturE has a 
FaCEbook PagE 

this is nEw way to kEEP in touCh with Callahan ExtEnsion oFFiCE. 
go and ChECk it out. 

 


