
The Texas Well Owner Network 

will present free water well    

screenings in January for 

Aransas, Calhoun, Jackson,   

Matagorda, Refugio, San Patricio 

and Victoria counties to give  

residents the opportunity to have 

their well water tested for      

contamination. “Private water 

wells should be tested  annually, 

and it’s particularly important to 

have water wells in this area  

tested since they may have been 

impacted by floodwaters from 

Hurricane Harvey,” said          

Dr. Diane Boellstorff, Texas 

A&M AgriLife Extension      

Service water resource specialist, 

College Station. Boellstorff said 

those wanting their well water 

tested should use kits containing 

sampling bags and bottles      

provided by their local Extension 

office and closely follow         

instructions for proper sampling 

to ensure accurate results. Dates, 

times and locations for the 

screenings and follow-up dates 

for explaining results will be: 

Jan. 29 from 8:30–10 a.m. at the 

AgriLife Extension office 

for Calhoun County, 186 Henry 

Barber Way, Suite 1,     Port 

Lavaca. A follow-up meeting 

will be held at the same location 

Jan. 30 at 6 p.m.  Samples will be 
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screened for common contaminants,      

including E. coli bacteria, nitrates and   

salinity. Boellstorff said the presence of E. 

coli bacteria in water  indicates waste 

from humans or warm-blooded animals 

may have contaminated the water. Water 

contaminated with E. coli bacteria is also 

more likely to have pathogens that can 

cause diarrhea, cramps, nausea or other 

health issues. “Water with nitrate nitrogen 

at levels of 10 parts per million is        

considered unsafe for human                

consumption,” said John Smith, AgriLife 

Extension program specialist,   College 

Station. “These nitrate  levels above 10 

parts per million can disrupt the ability of 

blood to carry oxygen throughout the 

body, resulting in a condition called     

methemoglobinemia. Infants less than six 

months of age, the elderly and young        

livestock are most susceptible.” Salinity as 

measured by total dissolved solids will 

also be determined for each sample. Smith 

said water with high levels may leave   

deposits and have a salty taste, and using 

water with high levels of salinity for     

irrigation may damage soil or plants. 

Boellstorff said it is important for those 

submitting samples to receive the results, 

learn corrective measures and improve 

their understanding of private well      

management. We do not have the kits yet. 

For more information and to call to see if 

we have the kits please call 361-552-9747. 

http://calhoun.agrilife.org/


Horticulture lunch and learn series 

The first session in the Calhoun County Horticulture 

lunch and learn series will be held on Tuesday, January 

23rd. The first topic will be about trees. This session 

will held in the Bauer Exhibit Building from 12-1pm. 

For more info please call 361-552-9747 
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Field Crop Symposium will be held on January 11, 2018 at the Texas A&M     

Research and Extension Center 10345 Highway 44 Corus Christi, TX for more 

information please see the flyer below and to the right.  
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Phone: 361-552-9747 

Fax: 361-552-6727 

E-mail: geri.kline@ag.tamu.edu 

We are on the web! 

http://calhoun.agrilife.org/ 

https://twitter.com/CalhounTXAG 

https://www.facebook.com/CalhounTXAG/ 

 

“The farmer has o be 

an optimist or he 

wouldn’t still be a 

farmer.” - Will Rodgers 
Calhoun  County AgriLife Extension 
Office 
186 Henry Barber Way Ste 1 

Port Lavaca, TX 7797 

The picture to the right is frostweed, also 

known as white crown-beard or ice plant. 

The reason the plant is called frostweed is 

obvious after a frost. After a freeze the stem 

splits into a shaving-like appearance of ice. 

Frostweed is a native perennial and is in the 

Asteraceae family. It can grow up to 6 feet 

tall! Below is a picture of the flower.   

Picture of the month 

“Texas A&M AgriLife Extension provides equal opportunities in its programs and employment to all persons, 
regardless of race, color, sex, religion, national origin, disability, age, genetic information, veteran status, 
sexual orientation, or gender identity.”    
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