[image: image6.png]



Appreciation of volunteers
Each month volunteers help make our programs a success. March was no exception. Please give a hardy “thanks” to anyone of these folks if you see them around town for their contribution of time, talent, and wisdom:

Jack La Barge, Ralph & Mary Kay Belter, Theresa Dent, Morris Sadleir, Sherrie Krause, Dale Biddy, Karen Lyssy, Nathan Henderson, Brandi Alcantar, Justin Ramirez, Aramis Anderson, Juan Anguiano, Mark Aviles, Patrick Parker, Steven Reagan, Rosita, Roque, Derick Times, Jeremy Tony, Emilio Galvan, Dylan Conza, Richard Chen, Luis Rodriguez, Allison Camacho, Kaylyn King, Jasmine Rendon, Connie Wooldridge, Bill Crober, Katherine Sutherland, Maverick Jennings, Kyle Malaer, Ashley Spears, Greyson Parker, Savannah Woodward, Faith Fojt, Kaitlin Staloch, Story Sudik, Sarah McClellan, Annika Jennings, Kara Pfeil, Samantha Woodward, Mike Jennings, Katy Fojt, Jody Weaver, Joe Surovik, Vernon Lyssy, Susan Riley, Carolyn Shannon, Chris Scroggs, Roxanne Crain, Sherry Morish, Terri Mahler, William Wooldridge, Mark Blinka, Keith Schmidt, Carolyn Adrian, Laurel Cahill, and Tom Andrews. 
Adopt-a-Beach sponsors and participants will be recognized in the next issue.

Upcoming events:

The recreational red snapper season opens June 1, 2011. NOAA Fisheries Service has projected the red snapper recreational quota will be harvested by July 18, 2011. The fishing season will close at 12:01 a.m. July 19, 2011. The 48-day season is the shortest season to date since the Gulf of Mexico Fishery Management Council chose to begin the season on June 1
June 20-23: WHO Camp for high school girls interested in science careers. Call the Extension office for more details. 
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Roseate Spoonbill

A large wading bird with pink plumage and a distinctive spatulate bill is one of the most striking birds found in North America. Breeding in the United States is restricted to coastal Texas, southwestern Louisiana, and southern Florida. The ground nesting colonies in Texas and Louisiana are extremely vulnerable to any predator that can make its way to their off shore islands. They inhabit marshes, swamps, ponds, and rivers within their range, feeding in both fresh and saltwater wetlands. Highly gregarious, Roseate Spoonbills breed and travel in flocks.
Learn more at http://nationalzoo.si.edu/Animals/Birds/Facts/FactSheets/fact-rosespoonbill.cfm
From the Hooked on Seafood Cookbook:

crab & wild rice

1  pound flaked or lump blue crab 

meat



1  package (7 oz.) long grain and 

wild rice


2 tbls extra dry vermouth

2 cupssliced fresh mushrooms

1/3 cup olive oil or salad oil

1./2 teaspoon salt


½ teaspoon white pepper


Remove any remaining shell or carilage from crab meat and set aside. In a large skillet or pot with a lid, cook rice according to package directions. Add mushrooms 5 minutes before the rice is done. Add crab meat and remaining ingredients. Cook for 2 minutes longer, stirring gently. Serve immediately.  Makes 6 servings. 
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American Wetlands Month
Wetlands are among the most important ecosystems on earth. For centuries, many cultures depended on wetland, but in modern times wetlands have been misunderstood. As a consequence, they have been drained and filled at unprecedented rates. In Texas, wetlands are now considered a treasure and are recognized for the multiple benefits they provide, including flood control, erosion control, fish and wildlife habitat, water purification, commercial fishing and hunting opportunities, recreation, and inspiration of the fine arts and literature. Public understanding and appreciation of the functions and values of wetlands are essential to sound wetland management and protection.
This May marks the 20th anniversary of American Wetlands Month, a time when EPA and its partners in federal, state, tribal, local, non-profit, and private sector organizations celebrate the vital importance of wetlands to the Nation's ecological, economic, and social health. It is also a great opportunity to discover and teach others about the important role that wetlands play in our environment and the significant benefits they provide - improved water quality, increased water storage and supply, reduced flood and storm surge risk, and critical habitat for plants, fish, and wildlife. http://www.epa.gov/owow_keep/wetlands/awm/index.html
Please don’t feed the storm drain
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When pet waste, motor oil, fertilizers and other chemicals wash down a storm drain, they flow into rivers, streams, bayous, and the bay and degrade the ecosystem of our fisheries. Remember to maintain your cars and trucks to prevent oil leaks. Always recycle your used motor oil. Never pour in on the ground or down a storm drain. 
Trade Adjustment Assistance for Shrimpers
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Courses are now available on line for the approved applicants at www.taaforfarmers.org  In person classes at the Extension Office are coming soon. 

This newsletter is available online @ http://calhoun-tx.tamu.edu
Extension Programs serve people of all ages regardless of socioeconomic level, race, color, sex, religion, disability, or national origin. The Texas A&M University System, U.S. Department of Agriculture, and the County Commissioners Courts of Texas Cooperating.
