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As spring rolls around parasite populations that negatively effect the cow herd will begin to increase in number.  

Most producers take action against these parasites by de-worming their cattle.  However, I have always heard of 

people who choose not to.  The article below, from Drovers, shows how much more efficient you calves can be by 

de-worming.  Also, take note that the prices listed in this article are lower than what prices are now.  Therefore, one 

can expect to receive an even larger economic benefit from taking action. 



 
 Pasture Management in the Early Spring 

 As everyone knows, Spring is when all the vegetation around here starts to change from a lifeless brown 

color  to that bright green that is much easier on the eyes.  However,  that green that you see isn't all grass and high 

quality forage for your cow herd.   The truth of it is; the more weeds you have in your pasture, the more money you 

are cheating yourself out of in the long run.  Weed ’ s rob grass of water and nutrients which then in turn increases 

stress on cattle by giving them less available forage per acre to utilize.  This unfortunately results in cows being in a 

lower  Body  Condition Score, and calves having decreased rates on Average Daily Gain.   

There are many options when it comes to pasture maintenance, some 

work more efficiently than others, some cost more, some are better em-

ployed in the dormant season.  But, the one thing that they all have in 

common is that they make YOUR operation more efficient in the long run.  

Many people will make the argument “ It costs too much to spray my 

pasture. ”   I can ’ t  argue that some management options are simply not 

in everyone ’ s budget.  However, if we think outside the box we can pos-

sibly come to a viable option for your scenario.  For instance, lets say you have 100 acres that you currently have 

cattle on and it has a serious problem with broadleaf weeds.  Instead of trying to tackle all 100 acres in year 1 treat 

just 25 acres.  Then repeat the process for the other pieces until it is all complete.  You will no doubt have to come 

back through and maintain what you have already treated but, it is MUCH easier to maintain a manicured pasture as 

opposed to clearing out a piece that has been completely over-run.  There is a wide range of products that are avail-

able to be utilized that can work for every scenario and I strongly encourage each of you to seriously consider man-

aging your weed populations in some form this year.  Even if you lease the property, there are many times that a 

land owner will work with you in some sort of cost-share   situation.   

 To best sum up my thoughts I leave you with this philosophy: Success and failure in production agriculture 

doesn ’ t  come in a year.  Rather, it is the average of several years of 

operation.  If you can do something this year ( when we have strong 

cattle prices )  that might cost you a little bit more money but, it will 

make you more efficient in your drought years you should take action.  

If you would like for me to come out and work through what we can 

best do to help your  pasture management program don't hesitate to 

give me a call. 



This newsletter is meant to be a tool that Calhoun 

County Cattlemen can utilize to increase the effi-

ciency and profitability of their operations.  If there is 

a topic that you want to be addressed in next month’s 

issue or sooner, contact Chance Crossland at the 

Extension Office. 

Houston Livestock Show 

 All Breeds Sale and Educational Event 

Every year the Houston Livestock Show hosts  their All Breeds Bull and Female 

Sale.  This sale is a great outlet for producers to go get good quality genetics for 

their commercial operations at a fair price.  If you have never been to this sale I 

would encourage you to at least go through and look at the stock.  In addition to the 

sales there will be 2 different educational opportunities held in conjunction with the 

sale.  THERE WILL BE CEUs OFFERED.  Topics will include Banking Options,   

Industry Trends, Ranch/Grass Raised Beef, Weed Management, Pesticide Water 

Regulations, Global Market Outlook, and Legislative Updates.  The bulls will sale 

on March 2nd and the females on the 5th.  The educational presentations will be 

on the 1st and 4th.   I know many of you plan a trip to the HLSR so you might try to 

schedule your trip during this time.  If you have further questions about this         

opportunity  you can contact me or 

check the Houston Livestock Show and 

Rodeo website at HLSR.com 


