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Major Show entry night  
Brazos County youth wishing to participate in any of the major livestock shows 

(Ft. Worth, San Antonio, San Angelo, Odessa, Houston, & Star of Texas) must 

enter on   November 2nd at the Extension Office from 5-7PM.  We will have 

all entry forms available that evening to fill out.  If you are unable to attend this 

meeting, please make arrangements with us prior to this date so we can get 

you entered. 

For those of you who are able, we will be at the office all day so if you wanted 

to come in during the day and take care of your entries we will be available 

for that as well.  

BCYLS Chicken order and Poultry Entry Night  
Dates below with entry nights. You will not do entry at time of pickup this year. 

Entry will be done on October 18th!  

Broilers: October 18th 5:30-7:00 - Brazos County Extension Office - BCYLS Order and 

Entry Night 

Turkeys: October 18th 5:30-7:00 - Brazos County Extension Office - BCYLS Entry Night 

Major & County Swine Validations   

Majors Show Validation– November 20th @ the Brazos Expo Complex from 

5:30-7 PM  

BCYLS only Swine Validation– December 11th @ the Brazos Expo Complex 

from 5:30-7PM  

Packets will be available for pickup the week prior to each validation to 

allow for most of the paperwork to be filled out and signed prior to arriving 

at validation.  

 

If you have an issue with the date of validation, please contact us at the 

Extension office prior to validation.  
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2017 Brazos County Validation Dates & Tag Orders  
Major Show Steers 
 BCYLS Only– October 8th 
Major & County Sheep & Goats  
 Validation– October 16th at Brazos County Expo 
 
Major & County Swine  
 Major Validation– November 20th at Brazos County Expo 
 BCYLS Validation– December 11th at Brazos County Expo 
Major Show Heifers  
 Fall Validation– October 30th at the Extension office starting at 5:30  
Poultry  
 BCYLS Broiler Order & All Poultry Entry- October 18th at Extension office from 5:30-6:30 
 
  
All tag/bird order forms can be found at the following link: http://brazos.agrilife.org/publications/4h-publications/ 
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Calf Scramble  
Ft. Worth 
Entries will be made at the major show entry night on November 3rd. More information can be found 

at the following link: http://www.fwssr.com/?page_id=78 

San Antonio 
Entries must be postmarked by November 1st, please contact the Extension office for more 

information.  

Houston  
Entries will be made at the major show entry night on November 3rd 

Rodeo Austin  
Entries open on October 1st, if interested contact the Extension office.  

 

Heifer Validation  
Fall Heifer Validation will be held at the Brazos County Extension office on October 30th  starting at 5:30pm.   We will 

not unload heifers.   

Packets will be available for pickup prior to the validation to help speed up the process.  We will have to have a 

color copy of your heifers registration papers (front & back) so please bring those by prior to validation or have 

them at validation for us.    

If you are not able to attend validation please make arrangements prior to the 30th for us to validate your heifers.    

Remember that all heifers must be in the kids name by November 1st and are to only be in one kids name, no 

ranches, or groups will be allowed.     

If you have any questions please contact the extension office at 979-823-0129.  



Brazos County Livestock Newsletter Page 3 

Livestock Project Site Visits  
As the year goes on I will be doing my best to make my rounds and visit each and everyone’s projects for this 

year.  I am planning on making project visits on Friday afternoons to various parts of the county each week in 

order to try and make it by everyone’s house at least once every 2-3 months.  If you are new to the program or 

would like for me to come by and check on your project  you will need to contact me sometime over the next 

few months and schedule a visit so I can come by and visit with you about the upcoming show year.  You can 

reach me at 979-823-0129 or via email at Jerod.Meurer@ag.tamu.edu and we can set up a time for me to come 

out and visit about your projects 

Sheep & Goat Validation  
 

Sheep and Goat validation for the county show and majors will be held on October 16th at the 
Brazos County Expo complex from 5:30-7pm.    

Validation packets will be available for pickup the week prior to validation to allow for you to 
pickup and have all the forms filled out prior to arriving at validation.   

If you are have conflicts with this date please let us know so we can arrange validation prior to 
the 16th.    

BCYLS Commercial Steer and BCYLS Only Steer Validation 
 

BCYLS Commercial steer & BCYLS only halter steer validation will be held on 
Sunday October 8th at the Bryan Auction Barn.    Commercial steers will begin 

validation at 2pm and halter steers will follow, please make sure you are there and 
in line no later than 2:30 to insure that your steers are validated.    

Brazos County Commercial Heifer Show and Sale  
 

The Brazos County Commercial heifer show and sale will be held October 
13th & 14th at the Bryan Auction Barn.   The heifers will be judged on 
October 13th and the Sale will be held at 6pm on October 14th at the 

Auction Barn.    
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Your palms are sweaty and your mouth is dry. It’s your first time giving a speech in front of a crowd this big. You’re 

prepared, but your anxiety rises and your stomach flips and flops as you walk on the stage with all those spotlights shining 

on you! Or think about when you started a new school. Maybe it was a transition to Junior High or High School. Or even 

your first day of college classes. Will you go to the right room? Will you be on time? Will you have the right books and 

supplies? 

If the above scenarios sound familiar, imagine the stress your animal experiences as it makes its first appearance at a 

show. It can’t tell you, but chances are, it feels the same anxiety you might feel before giving a big speech or having an 

interview for a job or scholarship or even starting school. It’s up to you – its owner and the exhibitor – to look for signs and 

help prevent those stressful situations that might happen at your animal’s first show. 

What could possibly cause your livestock project to stress out? After all, those days and weeks of feeding, washing, skin 

and hair care and exercising at home have all been leading up to this moment – show time. But, up until now, your animal 

has been bedded in it’s nice climate-controlled barn under the fans with your favorite music in the background. If it’s a calf 

or hog you probably rinse it at least daily. 

A new environment with new smells, sounds, sights and bedding will add stress to your animal just like walking onto a 

stage or entering a new school will for you. Common causes of stress for animals going to a show include: a new 

environment with a greater temperature variance than they are used to, unfamiliar sounds and sights like strangers 

wanting to pet them; a change in their routine – both the times and ways they are fed and worked with; changes in their 

bedding and being in a show ring with unfamiliar animals instead of their barn mates from home. Additional stressors for 

cattle include being tied in all day in a small stall space to lay down and using a show halter on show day instead of a 

typical rope halter. 

Although “new” can be exciting, for our livestock companions “new” is usually nerve-wracking, causing the animals to go 

off feed and water and even acting anxious or less calm than they do at home. 

 

Here are some ways to eliminate the “first show” jitters and help you and your animals have a successful first trip 

out. 

1 – Stick to your routine. If you have a set feeding schedule at home, that shouldn’t change just because you are at a 

show. Just like humans, animals adjust to a schedule, and like the pattern of organization. If you have a pattern of how 

you do things – feed, exercise, rinse – at home, then keep that same pattern at the show. 

2 – Keep the environment as much the “same” as you can. If you have your Hamp barrow penned next to Duroc 

barrow at home, pen them that way at the show. If you play music in the barn at home, play music at the barn at the show, 

if you are not breaking any show rules. If you can bed on bedding like what you use at home, use that, to keep the animal 

more comfortable. 

3 – Introduce your animal to the show ring before show day. No matter how well prepared you are, show day is 

typically a little crazy. Take your animal into the show ring prior to show day. If you are showing a lamb or calf, practice 

leading and setting up your animal. If you are showing a hog, exercise it in the show ring so it is familiar with the 

surroundings. 

4 – Keep your animals eating and drinking. Sometimes our nerves hit right to the bottoms of our stomach, making us 

lose our appetite, and our animals are no different. Even the healthiest of animals are prone to go off feed when met with 

the major stressors of a show. Using a daily supplement, like Sure Champ® Spark® with the Amaferm advantage is a great 

preventative measure and will keep them healthy and eating and drinking prior to show day. Amaferm®, a natural prebiotic 

that works within the rumen and/or gut to optimize digestive health and boost immunity. Prior to leaving for the show and 

during the show, administering Vita Charge® Paste or Liquid Boost® will help you protect your animal from the effects of 

show-day stress so they never miss a beat. Here are some great ways to use the Vita Charge products. 

5 – Stay calm. Your animal can sense when you are nervous, and then they stress out too. You’ve worked hard to 

prepare for this show, and you are ready to shine. Take a deep breath, and stay calm. If you are calm and relaxed, your 

animal is more likely to stay calm and relaxed too. 

Follow these five simple tips to make sure your animals are as comfortable as possible during show day. If you are 

prepared, and they are prepared you have taken the first steps to #preptowin. 

http://surechamp.com/product/?id=1879
http://surechamp.com/product/?id=1879
http://surechamp.com/product/?id=1879
http://surechamp.com/product/?id=1879
http://surechamp.com/product/?id=1879
http://surechamp.com/product/?id=455
http://surechamp.com/product/?id=455
http://surechamp.com/product/?id=455
http://surechamp.com/product/?id=455
http://surechamp.com/product/?id=1345
http://surechamp.com/product/?id=1345
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by Josh Brockman, Show Products Marketing & Growth Coordinator 
 
Getting your show pig off to a good start is one of the most important aspects for feeders to 
consider. We call this phase of the project the “receiving” phase. This is one of the most 
stressful times in a show pig’s life and steps need to be taken to ensure that this transition from 
the breeder’s farm to your barn is as easy as possible for your pig(s). Laying the proper 
foundation from a nutritional standpoint is a key step when receiving baby pigs. 
 
FEEDING & NUTRITION:Studies have shown it is advantageous to incorporate Amaferm® into a 
show pig’s diet at this stage. Amaferm is a natural feed additive that acts as a prebiotic which 
increases feed digestibility. Amaferm works best when fed to animals during high stress periods 
in their life making the receiving stage a perfect time to begin to introduce it. 
 
There are two options for incorporating Amaferm into your pig’s diet; through Vita 
Charge® and Sure Champ®. Using Vita Charge at this stage is the quickest and most effective 
way to boost appetite by keeping their energy high and digestive system functioning correctly. 
Use Vita Charge Liquid Boost® or Paste to get an initial stimulant response for the first 3-5 days 
after bringing your pig home. For Liquid Boost you can utilize a water medicator or top dress it 
on their feed or in their water cups as directed on the label. If Vita Charge Paste is a better fit 
for you, the paste can be placed in their mouth or on top of their feed. When possible, it is also 
helpful to give Vita Charge Paste while loading pigs from the farm to help them battle the stress 
of the haul to your facility. 
 
Utilize Sure Champ Spark, after the first 3-5 days of Vita Charge, throughout the feeding period 
until show day as a daily maintenance product to keep Amaferm in their diet. Keeping Amaferm 
in their diet daily, through the use of Sure Champ Spark, will help you to continue to maximize 
appetite and digestive health in your show pig, and increase their ability to maintain consistent 
and high consumption throughout the entire feeding period. 
 
Next, the feed ration that you choose should be somewhat similar to the breeder’s to make the 
transition to your show barn less stressful. Ask the breeder what feed the pig was on from a 
protein, fat, lysine, and medication standpoint and keep your pig on a feed that is similar. 
Several other important points in receiving are: facilities, environment and health. 
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FACILITIES & ENVIRONMENT: 
Another significant step in successfully receiving baby pigs is to have the correct facilities. It is 
key to have your barn cleaned and disinfected before receiving your new set of pigs. 
Have your shavings in place, feeder hung and a clean water source available before you bring 
your pig home (Video: How to Set Up A Pen Pig Pen). Make sure that both the feeder and 
water source is at the correct height so that the pig can easily reach them. As your pig grows 
throughout the season you will need to re-evaluate and change the height of their feeder 
and water source to make sure it is easily accessible. Be sure that your pig learns your water 
system. Some pigs may be used to a bowl waterer and some may already know a nipple 
waterer. Pay attention at the breeder’s farm to see what type of water system your pig is 
accustomed to, and if it is different than yours, watch closely to ensure your pig becomes 
familiar with your water system and is drinking enough. 
When you purchase a pig from a breeder it may be coming from a nursery or a “chip barn” 
setting. The younger your pig, the more likely it came out of the breeder’s nursery facility. 
Why is this important? It is good to know the type of environment that a pig has been 
accustomed to so that you can try and keep its ambient temperature relatively close to what 
it is used to. Most nursery facilities are kept between 80-90 degrees. Pigs in a chip barn may 
be kept at a little wider temperature range. At any rate, pigs that are brought home at 6-10 
weeks old do the best when temperature is kept at a comfortable level, as constant as 
possible. Be sure that your pens block any wind draft that may be occur. 
If you have a white or blue pig be sure that no sunlight can reach their pen. (Read tips on 
show pig skin care.) Having your facilities set up correctly and at a comfortable temperature 
is imperative to decreasing the stress on your project. 
HEALTH: 
Deworm your pigs a week to ten days after bringing them home, (or if you male pigs that 
need to be castrated waiting until castration time is also fine). This gives them time to adjust 
to their new environment and is important in managing their health. Talk to your breeder 
and ask if they have already been dewormed, if so, when and with what product so that you 
are up to speed on their current health needs. It is also a good idea to ask your breeder 
about any vaccinations that your pig has been given or about any boosters that they may 
need. 
By being proactive from a nutrition standpoint, keeping feed rations consistent, and placing 
them in a clean and comfortable environment while closely monitoring their health, you will 
be making a successful and easy transition for your pig from the breeder’s farm to your barn. 
We wish everyone the best of luck in this upcoming show season! 

  

http://surechamp.com/preptowinvideos/
http://surechamp.com/2016/07/25/show-pig-skin-care-light-vs-dark/
http://surechamp.com/2016/07/25/show-pig-skin-care-light-vs-dark/
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State Fair of Texas Weight Breaks  



Major Livestock Show Updates and Rule Changes 

Brazos County Livestock Newsletter 

Ft Worth Livestock Show 

 Steers arrival will begin at Trinity park, it will not be available until 8am on Monday January 29th 

 Swine will arrive to Farrington field on January 29th from noon-7pm, it will not open until 8am on the 29th 

 Swine must have weight cards submitted by 10am on Tuesday January 30th 

 Goats must submit weight cards by noon on January 27th.  Minimum weight is 50lbs 

San Antonio Livestock Show 

 Breeding swine ownership deadline– December 1, 2017 

 A Crossbred gilt show and sale was added and will be held February 7-9.  1 entry per exhibitor, gilts must be state validat- 
ed and weight limits are 230-340 

 

 Sheep & Goats will be allowed to pen together if they arrive together and pre-penning procedures will be outlined in the 
premium book 

 

 ARB heifer breed additions– Brangus Optimizer, Brangus UltraBlack, Brangus UltraRed have all been added to the ARB divi- 
sion. 

 Market Turkey Toms will be added again this year 

 
 

Rodeo Austin 

 Heifers– entries limited to 2 heifers be exhibiter 

 Steers– AOB Red Division will be added to the steer show and classes will be determined upon arrival 

 

 

 

Lambs– 2 Dorper Classes will be added to the market lamb show. 

Turkeys– Tom Turkeys will be added back 

 

Swine– Weight divisions will be added to the crossbred breed.   Only division champions will compete in the crossbred 
breed champion drive. 

 Sale lot additions– 11 lots will be added to the Barrows and 12 lots will be added to the Steers 

Houston Livestock Show 

 Heifers– substitution fees have changed, prior to Feb. 1st= free, Feb. 2nd– March 1st= $50 per entry, and after March 2nd= 

$250 

 Scramble Heifers– they will move in on Wednesday March 7th and Show March 8th 

 Lambs– Adding 3rd class or Dorpers and increasing them by 6 sale lots 

 

 

 

 

Goats– adding 12 sale lots 

Turkeys– Tom turkeys will be added back, top 50 toms and top 50 hens will be sold in the Auction 

Barrows– Champion Drive weigh back increased by 5lbs per wave. 

 

Gilts– Gilts will be given pen assignments at 288 lot just like barrows and will use back and east dock to increase unloading 
times. 
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2017 HOT Fair 

Junior Show 

 Steers– Todd Herman 

 British/Exotic Heifer– Jon DeClerk 

 American Heifer– Brant Poe 

 Sheep– Glen Martin 

 Goat– Slayton Strube 

 Swine– Ryan Sites 

Jackpot Show 

 Steers– Jon DeClerk 

 British/Exotic Heifer–Todd Herman 

 American Heifer– Jason Cleere 

 Sheep– Slayton Strube 

 Goat– Glen Martin 

 Swine– John McKinley 

2017 Brazos Valley Fair 

 
 

2018 Ft. Worth Livestock Show 

 Market Steers– Doug Husfeld 

 Market Swine– Ben Moyer 

 Market Goats– Kobly Burch 

 Market Sheep– Todd Wise 

 Heifers– Gerald Young, Kyle Perez, Matt Claeys 

 Market Steers– Dr. Mark Hoge 

 Market Sheep-  Clay Burson 

 Market Goats– Dr. Mark Hoge 

2018 San Antonio Livestock Show 

 Market Steers– Dr. Scott Greiner & Brady Jen- 

sen 

 Market Lambs-- Brad Angus 

 Market Goats– Josh Taylor 

 Market Swine– Justin Rodibaugh & Seth 

Swenson 

2018 Rodeo Austin 

 Market Steers– Blake Nelson 

 Market Lambs-- Jake Thorne 

 Market Goats– Cody Sloan 

 Market Swine– Nick Mauck 

2018 Houston Livestock Show 

Major Livestock Show Judges 
2017 State Fair of Texas 2018 San Angelo Livestock Show 

Brazos County Livestock Newsletter 

 Market Steers– Randy Daniels 

 Prospect Steers– John Declerk 

 Market Lambs-- Caleb Bordman 

 Market Goats– Cade Wilson 

 Market Swine– James Backman 

 Broilers– Michael Vader 

 Market Steers– Jack Ward 

 Market Lambs-- Dr. Scott Greiner 

 Market Goats– Brandon Callis 

 Market Swine– Grant Grebner & Andy Rash 
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2619 Highway 21 West 

Bryan, Texas 77803 

Brazos County 
Extension Office 

Phone: 979-823-0129 

Fax: 979-775-3768 

E-mail: 

Brazos@ag.tamu.edu 

Wer’e on the Web! 

 ht tp :/ /b ra zo s. ag ri li fe .o rg /  

Educational programs of the Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service are open to all people without regard to race, color, religion, sex, national origin, age, disability, genet- ic 
information or veteran status. 

The Texas A&M University System, U.S. Department of Agriculture, and the County Commissioners Courts of Texas Cooperating 

Show Dates 
State Fair of Texas 

Market Goats– 9/29-10/1 

Market Lambs– 9/29-9/30 

Market Swine– 10/2-10/5 

Market Steer– 10/2-10/5 

Heifers– 10/8-10/15 

HOT Fair & Rodeo 

Steers– 10/5-10/8 

British & Exotic Heifers– 10/5-10/8 

American Heifers– 10/11-10/14 

Sheep & Goats– 10/10-10/12 

Swine– 10/9-10/10 

Brazos Valley Fair & Rodeo 

October 20-22, 2017 

Ft Worth Livestock show 

Market Goats– 1/25-1/28 

Market Sheep– 1/25-1/28 

Market Barrow– 1/29-2/1 

Market Steer– 1/30-2/2 

Heifers– 1/19-1/22 

San Antonio Livestock Show 

Market Goats– 2/13-2/15 

Market Sheep– 2/13-2/15 

Market Poultry– 2/21-/22 

Market Barrow– 2/17-2/22 

Market Steer– 2/19-2/23 

Heifers– 2/13-2/16 

San Angelo Livestock Show 

February 2-18, 2018 

Houston Livestock Show 

Market Goats– 3/7-3/9 

Market Sheep– 3/7-3/9 

Market Poultry– 3/7-3/8 

Market Barrow– 3/10-3/15 

Market Steer– 3/12-3/16 

Heifers– 3/8-3/11 

Rodeo Austin 

Market Goats– 3/12-3/13 

Market Sheep– 3/12-3/13 

Market Poultry– 3/14 

Market Barrow– 3/16-3/18 

Market Steer– 3/19-21 

Heifers– 3/22-3/24 

BCYLS 

March 20-24, 2018 

Contacts 

Brazos County Livestock Newsletter Page 

13 

Upcoming Events: 
Validations:  

Commercial Steer– 10/8 

BCYLS Steer– 10/8 

Fall Heifer– 10/30 

Sheep & Goat– 10/16 

Major Swine-11/20 

BCYLS Swine-12/11 

BCYLS Poultry Entry- 

10/18 

BCYLS Rabbit – 2/26 

 

 

Entry Night: 

Major Show– 11/2 

 

 

Arvita Scott  

4-H & Youth Development  

CEP Agent  

Jerod Meurer 

4-H &  YD Agent  

 

Flora Williams  

Family & Consumer 

Science Agent  

Ashley Skinner  

4-H Program Assistant  
Dusty Tittle  

AG/NR Agent  
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