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 Major Show & BCYLS Sheep & Goat Tag Orders  

The 2017 major show and BCYLS sheep and goat tag orders are due on August 

19th to the Brazos County Extension office.  Tags will be $12 a piece for market 

sheep & goats.  Breeding sheep & goat tags will be ordered at this time as well 

and they are $7.50 a tag   

Validation for these projects will be on October 17th @ the Brazos County Ex-

po starting at 5:30pm  

Order forms can be found at this link: 

http://brazos.agrilife.org/publications/4h-publications/ 

The Fall stock show season is just around the corner so it’s time to enter 

the State Fair of Texas, Heart of Texas Fair and Rodeo, &  the West Texas 

State Fair. 

Entry night will be held at the Brazos County Extension office on  

August 4, 2016 from 4-6PM.  We will be at the office all day to allow for 

families to come in during the day to register as well to help speed up 

the process.  

 

All forms will be available that night to be filled out to enter these 

shows.   If you have a conflict with this date please make arrangements 

with me to get entered in these shows.  

2016 Fall Major Show Entry Night  

With the upcoming stock show season just around the corner and livestock validation coming 

up, it is time now to make sure that everyone has taken the quality counts test.  There are 2 age 

divisions, Junior– 13 and under & Senior– 14 and up.  These dates are based on  the exhibitors 

age as of August 31st and become inactive on September 1 each year.  Once you become a sen-

ior you will only need to take the test one time.  Juniors will need to take the test as a junior and 

again when they become a senior.    

For more information or to take the test, visit this link: 

http://agrilife.org/qualitycounts/verification/ 
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Brazos County Validation Dates  

Steers 

 BCYLS Only– October  9th @ the Bryan Auction Barn 

 BCYLS Commercial Steer- October  9th @ the Bryan Auction Barn 

Heifers 

 Fall– October 

Sheep  

 Major & BCYLS-October 17th at the Brazos Expo Center from 5:30-7:30  (Tag Orders due August 19th)  

Goats  

 Major & BCYLS– October 17th at the Brazos Expo Center from 5:30-7:30  (Tag Orders due August 19th)  

Swine  

 Major– November 21st at the Brazos Expo Center from 5:30-7:30PM  

 BCYLS– December 12th at the Brazos Expo Center from 5:30-7:30PM  

BCYLS FCS– January 17th at College Station High School  

BCYLS Rabbit– February 27th at the Brazos Expo Center  

BCYLS Only Steer Tags  

If you have a steer that was not major validated and wish to validate it for the Brazos County Youth Livestock Show, you will 

need to place your tag order by September 15th.  These tags will be $5.00 a piece and we will validate these steers on Octo-

ber 9th at the conclusion of the Commercial Steer validation. 

BCYLS & Major Swine Tag Orders  

All swine tags must be ordered by September 23rd.  All Major show tags will be $12 a piece and these tags are good for all 

Texas majors and the County show.  Any gilts going to San Angelo must also be state validated.  BCYLS only tags will be $5.00 

a tag and these are only good for the Brazos County Youth Livestock show. 

We will validate all major show pigs on November 21st and all BCYLS only pigs on December 12th.  Both validations will be at 

the Brazos Expo from 5:30-7:30 

Please contact us at the office at 979-823-0129 with any questions or concerns 

Order form can be found at this link: http://brazos.agrilife.org/files/2013/10/Swine-tag-order-form-1.pdf 

Major Show Broiler Orders  

Anyone interested in showing broilers at Houston, San Antonio, or Austin must order their birds by August 26th.  You must or-

der in increments of 25 and the cost is $1.25 a bird. 

Order form is at this link: http://brazos.agrilife.org/files/2013/10/Broiler-Order-Form.pdf 
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Livestock Project Site Visits  

As the year goes on I will be doing my best to make my rounds and visit each and everyone’s projects for this year.  I am plan-

ning on making project visits on Friday afternoons to various parts of the county each week in order to try and make it by every-

one’s house at least once every 2-3 months.  If you are new to the program or would like for me to come by and check on your 

project  you will need to contact me sometime over the next few months and schedule a visit so I can come by and visit with you 

about the upcoming show year.  You can reach me at 979-823-0129 or via email at Jerod.Meurer@ag.tamu.edu and we can set up 

a time for me to come out and visit about your projects 

Brazos Valley Fair & Expo Deadlines 

 

Entry Deadlines 

 

Open & Junior Livestock Entries  August 1st    BVFE Website 

Quilt Entry Drop Off & Deadline  Oct. 3rd–  Oct. 10th  BVFE Office 

Canned Goods Drop Off & Deadline Oct. 3rd– Oct. 20th   BVFE Office 

Photography Entries   Oct. 6th   BVFE Website 

Late Online Livestock Entry Deadline Sept. 30th    BVFE Website 

Rockin’ Spur State Acts Online App August 31st    BVFE Webiste  

 

Drop Offs 

 

Baked Goods Drop Off & Deadline  Oct. 20th   BVFE Office 

Youth Western Art Deadline & Drop Off  Oct. 6th   BVFE Office 

 

For more information about entries, drop offs, and other events, visit 

www.brazosvalleyfair.com 
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Skin and hair is only one part of being sure your animal looks maxed out and one hundred percent on show day. At 

the same time, it is one of the most important factors when it comes time to “look like a winner.”  Your pig having a 

fresh look depends on many physical characteristics from a feeding standpoint, but the presentation of their clean, 

fresh skin, and trained and groomed hair laying the right direction falls a very close second in line.  A great lesson I’ve 

learned over the years is there are the basics in day-to-day care that fit all pigs, but dark colored pigs and light colored 

pigs must be treated differently as far as their skin to make them look their absolute best. Below are some of the basic 

procedures I’ve found that work. 

Brushing Routine 

Pigs need to be brushed every day or at least 4-5 times a week. This enhances the training of their hair and helps 

clean the pores of their skin, which will further promote a healthy look.  When brushing remember to always and only 

brush in the direction that allows the hair to lay smoothly and not curling anywhere. Also, brush the pig’s entire body, 

including the legs. Many times I see kids’ pigs where the top of their pig look nearly perfect, but halfway down their 

side, and their legs hair is going every direction. Additionally, in today’s times, when judges are placing much empha-

sis on heaviness of structure, brushing the pigs’ legs promotes hair growth and trains the hair to lay in the right direc-

tion, which makes them look bigger boned.  Over the years I’ve found that there are a couple of types of brushes that 

are a must to maximize this procedure as well. The two types of brushes I recommend to keep around and use is a 

soft “horse hair” brush and a tougher “rice root” brush. The way I use the two differ a bit depending on light colored vs. 

dark colored pigs. 

On light colored pigs, I recommend using a rice root brush at least 3-5 times per week. There are a couple advantages 

of this tougher bristled brush. One is that it removes more of the dirt particles out of their skin, which on white pigs al-

lows them to be a brighter white. Second, it toughens their skin, particularly where we will use a show whip along their 

side and the side of their face, which will result in less “marking up” by this tool when showing. And finally, this type of 

brush allows the release more of the natural oils in a pigs skin to promote a healthy hide and hair coat. 

On dark colored pigs, I recommend using a rice root brush at least 1-2 times weekly. This is for the same reason I 

spoke of on light colored pigs, however I don’t feel it to be necessary to use as often because we have less worry of 

toughening the skin for markings from a show stick like we do on those light colored ones because of their darker pig-

ment. 

ring. 
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The other brush I recommend to use on all pigs regardless of color is a soft “horse hair” brush. This brush is much 

softer to a pig’s skin and works better for getting their hair to lay correctly and is a better suited brush when applying 

conditioners and oils with. I would keep at least two of each brush on hand, one brush for oil products and one for non-

oil products. This is also good practice because most show have rules against using oil based product in the show ring 

and you’ll need non-oil brushes to get pigs ready to go into the show ring. 

As far as which type of conditioners to use, there are many great products on the market and the key is finding one 

that works best for you. Again, this is where I divide how I recommend treating light colored vs. dark colored pigs. On 

light colored pigs, I never recommend using an oil-based product. To me, this only adds to dirt and grime build up 

which dulls the bright white color of their skin. On light colored pigs use a non-oil conditioner, and apply 3-4 times a 

week. As stated earlier, using a tougher brush, such as a rice root brush is also going to work natural oils out of the 

pigs’ pores. 

On dark colored pigs, I prefer oil-based products. Naturally oil based products are more effective in moisturizing a pigs’ 

skin. Another, ingredient you see in many oil products is citronella. During the summer, this is helpful because citronel-

la is a natural insect repellent, so products with citronella included in them, will also help battle flies, mosquitoes and 

other bugs that may bother your pig’s skin. Be cautious during the heat using oil-based products as they will clog the 

pores of pigs and only make them hotter. During the summer time, I try to only apply oil late in the evening when it is 

cooler. 

Remember we still need to brush daily even though we’re only applying oils/conditioners 3-4 times per week. 

I’ve mentioned a few times about the importance of making light colored pigs a bright white. It is equally important for 

dark colored pigs to have a dark pigment. Allowing your black or red pigs to have a darker pigment is much more ap-

pealing versus an “ashy” light color. To fix this, we need to get dark pigmented pigs in the sun to “tan”. Just as peo-

ple’s skin reacts differently to the sunlight, pigs are the same way. Some get dark quickly and others take some time. 

The number one rule I would give you is to not suntan for any longer than 20-30 minutes per session and no more 

than 10 minutes per session for the first 4-5 sessions to prevent sunburn. If you have a belted pig, put sunscreen on 

the white parts of their body. I don’t recommend applying oil when suntanning. Although it does attract more sunlight, it 

also leads to the animal becoming warmer, quickly and increases the odds of getting sunburnt. Finally, under no cir-

cumstances leave your pig outside in a pen to suntan. Always stay around in case they become uncomfortable, or get 

hot and need to be taken back inside. 

Washing is another process that all pigs need. I only recommend washing once per week. During warm months, you 

may need to rinse more often than this, which is fine, but I don’t like to wash with soap more than once weekly. Anoth-

er thing to keep in mind is always use a conditioner after you’ve washed your pig. Naturally soap is going to dry your 

pig’s skin out some, so it’s important to replenish the condition of their skin after washing with an oil/conditioner. Re-

member when washing to wash the entire pig from nose to tail, and all the way down their legs. 

These are very basic tips and procedures about conditioning for light and dark colored pigs and the minor differences 
between the two, but the little things all add up and become big things in the show ring. 



Page 6 Brazos County Livestock Newsletter  

Working to ensure your calf as healthy skin and hair will make your animal appear fresher and make fitting your 

calf easier, helping you get ahead of the competition on show day. To accomplish this goal I suggest rinsing your 

calf daily. We refer to rinsing as the act of getting your calf wet and clean but without the use of soap or shampoo. 

Rinsing your calf may seem like a simple task but when done correctly it encourages hair growth, helps train the 

hair and makes all the difference in your calf’s appearance. You can rinse like a pro if you follow these four steps!  

 

1. Blow all the dirt out 

Getting rid of excess dirt and dust before rinsing will ensure you get your calf as clean as possible and will make 

rinsing easier. Before you start to get your calf wet, be sure to blow the calf off getting rid of any dust, dirt or shav-

ings that may be in your calf’s hair. 

2. Rinse from rear forward  

Rinsing your calf in the proper direction encourages the hair to begin working the way you want, making brushing 

and drying much easier. Wet your calf starting at the back and working your way forward. I like to start by pointing 

the water at the top of the animal in a forward motion near the animals tail head and hip; continue working your 

way down and forward until the entire calf is wet. 

3. Get low 

The skin and hair on your calf’s leg and belly are the dirtiest spots but they are also critical to your calf’s appear-

ance. Meaning these area require extra special attention though out the process or rinsing and working hair. Any-

time you are working on your calf’s legs or belly you need to move slow and be careful to ensure you font get 

kicked or stepped on. Get low and rinse up underneath your entire calf 

to ensure they are clean everywhere. 

4. Avoid getting water in the ears 

When you think you’re finished rinsing your calf be sure to check that 

you got all of your calf, including its head. When rinsing your calf’s 

head, be sure to avoid getting water in its ears. It can be helpful to 

hold the ear with your hand to ensure water doesn’t accidentally 

splash into it’s ear. 

Rinsing your calf is a simple process, but it is critical for encouraging 
hair growth and ensuring clean healthy skin, that will make you stand 
our from the rest. 
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Ft. Worth Livestock Show  

 No cable halters will be allowed  

 Gate passes will be barcoded this year  

 An animal will be disqualified if it is not being trimmed, fitted, or dressed by anyone other than 

exhibitors, County Agent, Ag teacher, or other feeders or leaders within the county or school dis-

trict from which the animal is entered.  

 Goats will not be officially weighed this year, all cards must be turned in and there will be a 4lb 

weigh back  

 All goats must be shorn to the skin with a uniform clip 

 Heifer Show order– Sat 1/21– (AM)- Maine, Brangus, Shorthorn (PM)- Beefmaster, Polled Here-

ford, Hereford, Charolais 

  Sun 1/22- (AM)- Gert, Red Angus  (PM)- Limi, Angus   Mon. 1/23- (AM)- Brahman, Simi  (PM)- 

ORB, Simbrah  

  

   

San Antonio  

 Breeding sheep will include– Dorper, White Dorper, Hamp, Rambouillet, Southdown, Suffolk  

 ORB heifers can now include a % Chianina heifers  

 Steer show order– Wed. 2/22– Simi, Limi, Maine, Shorthorn, Red Angus, Hereford, Angus.    Thur. 

2/23– Char. Simbrah, Gert, Brangus, Brahman, ABC, Red Cross .  Friday 2/24– Black Cross, Other 

Cross  

 New trailer staging prior to entering lot to unload at barns.  You will now stage at the trailer lot off 

I35 not on Gembler Rd.  

 

 

San Angelo  

 All barrows must be Texas Bred and have valid CTBR certificate  

 All lambs must have TLBA tags  

 Sheep show will be 2 day format– Sunday– Finewool, Finewool Cross, & Dorpers.  Monday– South-

down & Medium wool.  

 Sheep have tooth rule: No more than yearling teeth will be allowed, they will be checked on show 

day  

 Breeding Gilts must be State Validated.  

 TX. Star wether dams hair my not exceed 1.25 inches above the hock and knees  

 There will be a TX. Star wether dam show– Non-pedigreed wether type lambs; breed divisions 

include: FW, FWX, SD, MW, & Dorper.   No more than yearling teeth, Must Have pink TLBA tag on 

validation paperwork, all slick shorn  

 

Major Livestock Show Updates and Rule Changes 
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State Fair of Texas  

 Steers– Dan Shike  

 Sheep– Cody Sloan 

 Goats– Keaton Dodd 

 Swine– Jim McCoy 

 

Heart O’ Texas Fair  

 Jr. Steers–  

 Jackpot Steer– Scott Greiner  

 Jr. Heifer (exotic/british)-Scott Greiner 

 Jkpt. Heifer (exotic/british)- 

 Jr. Heifer (American)-Mitch Thomas  

 Jkpt. Heifer (American)- Brady Ragland 

 Jr. Sheep– Slayton Strube  

 Jkpt. Sheep– Josh Blanek  

 Jr. Goats– Josh Blanek  

 Jkpt. Goat– Slayton Strube  

 Jr. Swine– Jim McCoy 

 Jkpt. Swine– John McKinley  

 

Brazos Valley Fair  

 

 

Ft. Worth Livestock Show 

 Steers– Doug Husfeld 

 Heifers-Kyle Perez, Kevin Jenson, Gerald Young  

 Sheep– Todd Wise  

 Goats– Andy Laughlin  

 Swine– Kane Causemaker  

 

San Antonio Livestock show  

 Steers– Kevin Jenson  

 Heifers– 

 Sheep– Kelly Bruins  

 Goats– Brandon Callis  

 Swine–  

 

 

San Angelo Livestock Show  

 Steers—Mark Hoge  

 Heifers-Mark McClintock &  

 Sheep– Mark Hoge 

 Goats– Jamie Osbourn   

 Swine-  

 

 

Star of Texas Livestock Show  

 Steers– Jack Ward  

 American Heifers–  

 British/Continental Heifers–  

 Sheep– Chad Coburn  

 Goats– Kevin Newsom  

 Swine– Miles Toenyes 

 

Houston Livestock Show  

 Steers– Shane Bedwell  

 Heifers–  

 Sheep– Kyle Smith  

 Goats– Bryan Bernhard  

 Swine–  

 

BCYLS  

 Steers– Rusty Turner  

 Heifers– Joe Mask  

 Sheep– Josh Blanik  

 Goats– Josh Blanik  

 Swine– AJ Lewis  

2016-2017 Major Show Judges  



State Fair of Texas  

Market Swine– Wave 1 10/3-10/4 

Market Swine– Wave 2– 10/5-10/6 

Market Steers– 10/4-10/6 

Sheep & Goat– 10/3-10/5 

 Gilts– 9/29-10/2 

HOT Fair  

Steers– 10/6-9 

American heifers– 10/12-15 

Other heifers– 10/6-9 

Sheep & Goat-10/11-13 

Swine– 10/10-11 

 

Brazos Valley Fair  

Heifers– 10/22 

Sheep & Goat– 10/22 

Steers– 10/23 

Swine– 10/23 

 

Sandhills Livestock Show  

January 4-14, 2017 

 

Ft. Worth Livestock Show  

Market Swine– 1/31-2/3 

Market Steers– 1/31-2/3 

Sheep & Goat– 1/27-29 

 Heifers– 1/19-23 

 

 

 

 

 

San Antonio Livestock Show  

Market Swine– 2/18-20(wave 1-Dark) 

     2/21-23 (wave 2-white) 

Market Steers– 2/20-24 

Sheep & Goat– 2/14-16 

 Heifers– 2/14-17 

Poultry– 2/22-23 

Gilt– 2/8-11 

San Angelo Livestock Show  

 Market Swine– 2/14-16 

Market Steers– 2/6-7 

Sheep & Goat– 2/4-6 

 Heifers– 2/9-12 

Gilts– 2/10-12 

Breeding Goats– 2/2-4 

Houston Livestock Show  

Market Swine– 3/18-20(wave 1) 

     3/21-23 (wave 2) 

Market Steers– 3/20-24 

Sheep & Goat– 3/15-17 

 Heifers– 3/16-19 

Poultry– 3/15-16 

Gilt– 3/9-10 

Rodeo Austin Livestock Show  

Market Swine– 3/20-22 

Market Steers– 3/14-16 

Sheep & Goat– 3/18-19 

 Heifers– 3/11-13 

Poultry– 3/18 

Brazos County Youth Livestock Show  

April 4-8  

2619 Highway 21 West  

Bryan, Texas 77803  

Brazos County 

Extension Office  

Arvita Scott  

4-H & Youth Development  

CEP Agent  

Jerod Meurer 

4-H &  YD Agent  

 

Flora Williams  

Family & Consumer Sci-

ence Agent  

Contacts  

Phone: 979-823-0129 

Fax: 979-775-3768 

E-mail: 

Brazos@ag.tamu.edu 

Wer’e on the Web!  

http://brazos.agrilife.org/ 

Ashley Skinner  

4-H Program Assistant  

Educational programs of the Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service are open to all people without regard to race, color, religion, sex, national origin, age, disability, genet-
ic information or veteran status. 

The Texas A&M University System, U.S. Department of Agriculture, and the County Commissioners Courts of Texas Cooperating 

Show Dates  

Upcoming Events: 

Tag order Dates: 

Sheep & Goats– 8/19  

BCYLS Only Steer– 

9/15 

Swine tag orders– 9/23 

Major Show Broilers– 

8-26 

Other: 

State Fair & HOT entry 

night– 8/4  

 

Dusty Tittle  

AG/NR Agent  

http://brazos.agrilife.org/

