
B O W I E  C O U N T Y  M A S T E R  G A R D E N E R S  N E W S L E T T E R  
THE GARDEN DIRT 

Bowie County Extension Office 
710 James Bowie Drive 
New Boston, TX  75570 
Phone:  903-628-6702 

Important Dates and 
Information 

********** 

March Birthdays 
None known 

 

 

Next MG Meeting is  
March 19 
 

 

March Snack Team 
Andrea Thomas 

 
 

March Activities 
 

Bowie County Master Gardener 
Officers for 2020 

 
President:  Steve Walls 

Vice President: Dan Titus 
Secretary:  Karen Cassels 
Treasurer:  Joyce Weber 

Issue 3      March 2020        Page 1     

MARCH MEETING 
 

Our speaker for the March meet-
ing is our own Andrea Thomas. She will be teaching us how 
to set up Power Point presentations.  This should inspire us 
to set one up for a topic we love to share with the group! 

GARDENING TIPS 
 

Good record keeping can be 
beneficial to a gardener in 
many ways. It will help you 
remember where you planted 
that special perennial and when 
to expect its reemergence. Jour-
nals will also remind you of a 
plant that was not successful so 
that you will not repeat planting 
it in the same location. Over a 
span of a few years, both pic-
tures and journals can be very 
rewarding by reminding you of 
the annual progress of your gar-
den.   

 
    No Ordinary Apple 

 
   There are some mysterious apples growing in Arkansas.  Those in 
our group who are also Miller County Master Gardeners probably 
know about these apples.  Personally, I have never heard of them.  

    
   First of all, they are very hard and 
sour. Never eat them right off the 
tree!   However, after picked, store 
them in the refrig for several 
months and you will be rewarded 
with a sweet, firm fruit that has a 
hint of cherry, cinnamon and vanil-
la.  Remember only after storing it 

in the refrig for several months will you have this taste. 
 
   The Arkansas Black apple was cultivated a long time ago in 1870 in 
Bentonville, AK.  By the 1920s they were part of a thriving apple in-
dustry there.  However, during and after the depression, this apple tree 
was mostly found in backyards and used for home baking.  Today this 
apple makes up about 5% of the state’s production of apples.   
 
   You can buy a bare-root Black apple tree on line from Grow 
Organic.com if you want to give it a try.   
 

 

     Our annual plant sale is 
DRAWING NEAR!  So Master 
Gardeners you should be hard at 
work getting your plants ready.  
Since the plant sale is at the Four 
States Fairgrounds in the Home 
Arts Building, we can set up the 
day before.   

Happy Gardening! 

REMINDER 
PLANT SALE—APRIL 25 

8:00 AM UNTIL NOON  
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   On Saturday, March 7 the Bowie County Master Gardeners worked with the Texas A&M For-
est Service and the City of Texarkana on the Tree Giveaway for the Public. The Tree Giveaway 
was from 9am to 11am, so we started arriving around 7:30am to get setup.  People were al-
ready  lining up to get trees. The cold didn’t stop them from coming out that early and lining up 
to make sure they were first in line to get a tree.  
   We helped set up the tents/awnings, tables, placed out bags of trees, and removed 65 pine 
trees from pots and placed them in bags. At 9 am on the dot the giveaway started with approxi-
mately 75 people in line.  Everyone was allowed 5 different trees on the first round of the givea-
way. All the trees were bare rooted, and they got to choose from, fringed dogwood, ash, willow 
oak, pin oak, chinquapin oak, and loblolly pine.  
   With all the extra help from our Master Gardeners, the line moved quickly as we bagged the 
trees for the forestry people who got the different trees the folks wanted.  There were only 50 
fringed dogwood; they were one of the most popular and the one we ran out of first.  
   Once it slowed downed folks could come back for the second round of the giveaway and get 
however many they wanted of the leftover trees.  Not sure how many trees we gave away but it 
was a lot.  There were a few oak trees left, but not many and that was probably because we had 
around 400 of that oak tree when we started.  We learned that the Forest Service does tree 
giveaways in New Boston, Clarksville and Paris also.  
   It was fun seeing what trees people picked and some folks just wanted one tree and it did not 
matter what kind. I think all of us volunteers enjoyed the opportunity to be a part of the tree give-
away.  Below are some photos taken of the event. 
                                                                                                          Andrea 

Don’t miss the monthly community training held at Texas A&M on the second  
Monday of each month.  Our next training will be:  March 9 and the topic will be 
Tree Selection, Planting and Care by John Hawkins, Texas A&M, District III,  
Forester. 

 

The Texas Forestry Service and  
the City of Texarkana held a  

successful Tree Giveaway on 
 Saturday, March 7 
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                   Texas A&M  
        Gardening Calendar for  
 

   One of the busiest gardening months of the year is here. March weather can be very fickle – it could still freeze since 
average last freeze is around March 12, and yet it still could be very balmy and pleasant most of the month. Freezing 
weather mainly affects the timing of planting cold-sensitive plants, like tomatoes or begonias. If you decide to take 
chances with tender plants, be prepared to give them a protective covering.  
PLANTING 
March is a great month to plant almost every kind of landscape plant. The sooner you plant, the quicker the plant will 
start getting established. This is important if the plants are to do well through the hot, stressful summer. Nurseries are 
receiving weekly shipments of fresh nursery stock, and this is prime to buy and plant!  
   Sometimes, though, eager gardeners jump the gun on some yard and garden chores which might be better delayed to 
later in spring. For example, many folks will apply fertilizer in early spring to try and force the grass to green up early. 
However, based on latest research, turfgrass experts recommend delaying fertilizing warm season lawn grasses (St. Au-
gustine and Bermuda) until April, and to wait to fertilize Centipede until May. Spring green-up results from nutrients 
that were stored by the grass last fall (hence the importance of fall fertilization). Pushing the lawn too hard in the early 
spring could result in a weaker root system going into the summer. Tall fescue is an exception and should be fertilized 
now.  
   Caladium bulbs require warm soil temperatures, and setting them out in early spring can cause them to rot. Go ahead 
and purchase them as soon as they are available, but wait until the soil temperature reaches 70 degrees F to plant them.  
Periwinkles or vinca is a bedding plant which also loves hot weather. When set out before the days turn truly hot, they 
often get a fungal disease that can destroy a whole bed of periwinkles. Mild, wet, spring weather provides the perfect 
environment for this devastating disease which, unfortunately, has discouraged many gardeners from planting them alto-
gether. Periwinkle is still a great bedding plant for summer color – the just simply wait until May or early June to plant 
them.  
LAWNS 
Control winter weeds by starting your regular mowing regime. Get your mower blade sharpened now before the 
spring repair rush. If you decide to scalp your lawn, wait until all danger of freezing is over. The average last freeze for 
our area is mid-March. Iif you do scalp, turn that huge amount of clippings into a fine soil amendment by composting it 
rather than filling up the landfill with it.  
If you missed applying a preemergent weed preventer in February and you had a summer weed problem in your lawn 
last year (such as grass burs), then go ahead and make an application now. You may have missed a portion of the weeds 
which germinate in early spring (like crabgrass), but will still control the many other types that can germinate anytime 
during the warm part of the year.  
As mentioned above, wait to fertilize your St. Augustine or Bermuda lawn until April, or after you have mowed actively 
growing grass (not weeds) twice.  
PRUNING 
Pruning of evergreen and summer flowering trees and shrubs should be completed this month. But, prune spring flow-
ering shrubs (forsythia, quince, azaleas, spirea, etc) only after they finish blooming, if needed. Hydrangeas also bloom 
on prior year’s growth, so prune after they bloom.  
Shear back Asiatic jasmine, if needed, just as new growth starts to encourage new growth from the base.  
As the lovely blooms of daffodils and jonquils fade away, it is tempting to remove or hide the leaves. However, let them 
yellow naturally. Next year’s flower buds are being formed at this time, and healthy, green leaves are needed to insure 
an even better display next year.  
LANDSCAPING  
After camellias and azaleas finish blooming, fertilize them with 2 to 3 pounds of azalea-camellia fertilizer per 100 
square feet of bed area.  
This is a good time to start hanging baskets of petunias, begonias, impatiens and other annuals. Hanging baskets add an-
other dimension to the landscape, allowing you to bring color and accents to other areas around your house.  
Dig and divide summer and fall blooming perennials this month. Fall asters, chrysanthemums, salvia and other summer/
fall perennials can be invigorated and increased for expanding your beds or sharing/trading with other gardeners.  
The mulch underneath azalea, camellia and other shrubs may have partially decomposed, adding organic matter to the 
soil, but leaving areas suitable for weed invasion. Add more where needed, using organic mulches such as pine needles, 
pine bark or cypress bark.  
Begin fertilizing roses every 4 to 6 weeks from now until September. You also need to begin a spray program for con-
trolling blackspot on roses. Uncontrolled blackspot will defoliate most hybrid tea, grandiflora and floribunda roses, caus-
ing them to decline in vigor.  
VEGETABLES 
Last freeze dates guide us as to when it should be safe to plant frost-tender vegetables and annuals. Just be ready to 
protect frost-sensitive plants in case of a late freeze.  
Planting of cool season vegetables (transplant broccoli, cabbage, and collards, and seed carrots, collards, mustard greens, 
lettuce, radish, turnips, Swiss chard and spinach) should be finished real soon, and summer vegetables can begin to be 
sown and transplanted later in March. Delay planting okra, sweet potatoes, okra and peppers until April since they don’t 
do well in cool soil.  
FERTILIZING 
Fertilize vegetables about a month after growth starts with nitrogen fertilizer.  
Fruit and pecan trees should be fertilized this month with nitrogen applied in the area beneath the ends of the branches, 
never against the trunk. Shrubs and annual flower beds can be fertilized with a complete, balanced fertilizer. Slow-
release formulations, though slightly more expensive, feed your plants over a longer period of time. Often the same type 
of fertilizer recommended for use on the lawn can be used in the landscape.  
Watch out for aphids that rapidly build up on tender new growth. They can be controlled with a sharp stream of water, 
insecticidal soap or other insecticides (be sure to read the product label to determine whether the infested plants are in-
cluded on the label). 


