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“No two years are ever the same.”. I 

do not know who or where this was first said 

but it is as true today as it was the first time 

it was spoken. This year started off very 

warm and dry. I do remember walking 

across 

fields that 

were 

powder 

dry in 

February 

as I was 

searching 

for overwintering popualtions of sugarcane 

aphid. At the time I thought we were in for a 

drought year. Then the rains came and it has 

been very wet ever since in south Texas. 

Corn looks exceptional in most areas 

of south Texas and should be a great corn 

year. My only words of caution is to 

remember the words in the first sentence of 

this news letter. Corn is a rather effortless 

crop to grow under favorable 

conditions…like this year. Next year may 

not be so good…but one thing for 

certain…it will be different. It is always 

better to spread your risks in favor the crops 

that work well in south Texas rather than 

increase your risk by planting more acres to 

a risky crop. 

Sorghum and cotton are coming 

along. Favorable conditions motivated 

farmers to plant early and certaily made 

possible planting in a typical time frame. 

Much of the sorghum crop along the lower 

Coastal Bend area is coloring while sorghum 

in the Valley is nearing harvest. Recent 

envirionmental 

conditions 

have really 

been favorable 

for rapid cotton 

growth. 

Growth 

regulators have 

been flowing trying to slow down this years 

cotton crop. 

Insect pressure has been a mixed bag 

this year with some areas experiencing 

heavy pressure of a pest mix while other 

areas have been spared. Also, it is amazing 

just how quickly things change. I started this 

newsletter a week ago and there are a 

number of things that are not what they were 

5 days ago. The information in this 

newsletter are from general observations and 

do not necessarly reflect every field in every 

couty. There will always be exceptions. So, 

let’s talk bugs!  

Cotton: 

The cotton aphid made an appearnce 

this year with many cotton fields in the 

Valley sprayed to protect early season plant 

health. There 

were a few 

cotton fields in 

and around 

Neuces county 

treated for 

cotton aphid. 

It is a little 
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unusal to hear cotton in south Texas treated 

for thrips but the cool conditions slowed 

early cotton growth and a number of fields 

along the mid- and upper Coastal Bend 

required insecticide applications for thrips.  

Much of the Coastal Bend cotton has 

blown past the stages where fleahoppers are 

considered an issue. Cotton grown at the 

Corpus Center reached economic levels of 

fleahoppers  about two weeks ago and most 

of the cotton at the center treated with an 

insecticide to control this pest. The 

populations appeared to have collapsed (as 

indicated by two non-sprayed trials at the 

same location 

but have 

returned this 

week. 

Later 

planted cotton 

will require 

fleahopper monitoring to protect early 

squares.  The recommendation for scouting 

fleahoppers is to examine the main terminal 

buds of 25 randomly selected plants at each 

of four or more locations across the field. 

During the first 3 weeks of squaring, 15 to 

25 cotton fleahoppers per 100 terminals may 

cause economic damage. As plants increase 

in size and fruit load, larger populations of 

fleahoppers may be tolerated without 

economic yield reduction. If an insecticide 

treatment for fleahopper is warranted, 

consider other beneficial arthropods that are 

present prior to selecting an insecticide. 

Some insecticides are less harmful to 

beneficial arthropods than others and 

protecting these biological control agents 

may prevent a secondary pest outbreak. If 

other pests, such as the cotton aphid, are 

present, beneficial arthropods are absent, 

and a fleahopper application is warranted, 

consider an insecticide that will control both 

pests. Please access the following link for 

more information about the cotton 

fleahopper http://cottonbugs.tamu.edu/fruit-

feeding-pests/cotton-fleahopper/. 

The stink bug complex is building in 

cotton. Green, Conchuela, brown, and rice 

stink bugs have been reported around the 

area with some cotton fields exceeding 

threshold.  

Stink 

bugs have 

piercing-

sucking 

mouthparts 

and damage 

cotton by piercing bolls and feeding on the 

developing seeds.  Their feeding activity 

usually causes small bolls to abort but can 

result in dark spots about 1/16-inch in 

diameter on the outside of larger bolls where 

feeding occurred. (These dark spots do not 

correlate well with the wart formation on the 

inside of the boll to be used in scouting.)    

There may be several spots on a boll without 

internal feeding.  The external lesions are 

associated with wart like growths on the 

inner carpal wall where penetration 

occurred.  Seed feeding may result in 

reduced lint production and stained lint near 

http://cottonbugs.tamu.edu/fruit-feeding-pests/cotton-fleahopper/
http://cottonbugs.tamu.edu/fruit-feeding-pests/cotton-fleahopper/
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the feeding site.  Stink bugs are also known 

to facilitate the infection of boll rotting 

organisms.  Because of their size, adults and 

fourth and fifth instar nymphs have the 

greatest potential for damaging bolls. 

The most effective method for 

scouting stink bugs is by examining bolls for 

damage.  

To use 

this 

technique 

remove 25 

bolls, one 

inch in 

diameter, 

from each of four parts of 

the field.  Cut these bolls open and examine 

the interior carpal wall for wart like growths 

or staining. Treatment is suggested when 

20% of the bolls have internal warts and/or 

stained lint and stink bugs are present.   

Some resistance to pyrethroids has been 

documented in brown stink bug populations 

of the Coastal Bend of Texas.  Southern 

Green, Green and conchuela stink bugs can 

be controlled with recommended 

insecticides. 

  FYI: Transform Proposed 

Section 3 label: The USEPA has proposed 

removing cotton, citrus, and some 

vegetables from the Section 3 label for 

sulfoxaflor (active ingredient in Transfor 

and Closer).  

On May 17th, 2016, the U.S. 

Environmental Protection Agency posted the 

proposed label for Transform®, Closer® 

and Sequoia® with Isoclast® Active 

(sulfoxaflor) for a 30 day public comment 

period that ends on June 17. 

To view proposed changes to the 

label you can access the following link: 

https://gallery.mailchimp.com/9179e325300

f5a10a849752fb/files/Isoclast_Public_Com

ment_Customer_Letter.pdf 

If you wish to make a comment in 

the new proposed changes to sulfoxaflor 

pleas access the following link: 

https://www.regulations.gov/#!docketDetail;

D=EPA-HQ-OPP-2010-0889 

 

Sorghum: 

Sorghum headworm 

has been and economic 

issue in many fields 

this year. Thresholds 

for headworm will 

vary from year to year 

depending on value of the grain and cost of 

control. Most folks have considered 

treatement when headworm are at or close to 

one per plant. Information from the field 

suggests that many of the pyrethroids have 

not provided acceptable levels of fall 

armyworm suppression. Many sorghum 

producers are using diamides and growth 

regulators to manage headworm this season. 

These products tend to be more expensive 

but they are providing excellent suppression 

of all worm species that make up the 

headworm complex. 

Wart 

https://gallery.mailchimp.com/9179e325300f5a10a849752fb/files/Isoclast_Public_Comment_Customer_Letter.pdf
https://gallery.mailchimp.com/9179e325300f5a10a849752fb/files/Isoclast_Public_Comment_Customer_Letter.pdf
https://gallery.mailchimp.com/9179e325300f5a10a849752fb/files/Isoclast_Public_Comment_Customer_Letter.pdf
https://www.regulations.gov/#!docketDetail;D=EPA-HQ-OPP-2010-0889
https://www.regulations.gov/#!docketDetail;D=EPA-HQ-OPP-2010-0889
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Rice stink bug has been a minor issue for 

sorghum producers in the lower Coastal 

Bend area to the Rio Grande Valley. They 

have been more common in sorghum north 

of the Nueces, San Patricio, and Jim Wells 

counties. Multiple stink bug species have 

been reported in heads of some sorghum. 

The economic threshold for stink bugs will 

vary on grain value and cost of control, In 

general, 5 to 10 stink bugs per 10 heads 

would warrant an insecticide treatment 

given the current value of grain sorghum.  

Threshholds can be adjusted when a mix of 

sorghum head pests occur at one time 

(which has been common this year). Keep in 

mind that some insecticides are very pest 

spcific. Tank mixes may be needed when 

attemting to control multiple pests feeding in 

sorghum heads. 

And what is the leatest with the sugarcane 

aphid? It is hard to believe a month has past 

since my last newsletter! Sugarcane aphid 

infested much 

of the sorghum 

in Kleberg, 

Nueces, Jim 

Wells, and San 

Patricio 

counties. A 

small 

percentage of 

sorghum fields in these counties were 

treated for sugarcane aphid (about 10 to 

15%). Rain, heavy dew, and cool conditions 

enveleoped the area shortly after the aphid 

arrived and, about as soon as they were 

approaching or exceeding economic 

thresholds, the aphid populations collapsed. 

Recent sugarcane aphid flights have been 

observed around these counties and an aphid 

resugence may be happening, especially 

with the return of very hot, sunny, and and 

humid conditions 

 It has been interesting to watch the 

slow, systematic movement by this aphid 

northward. The sugarcane aphid is being 

reported in very low numbers on sorghum 

all the way up to the Wintergarden area (1 to 

2 sugarcane aphids per leaf). Watch these 

aphid populations carefully (twice a week 

scouting is suggested) to make timely 

insecticide appliacations. Remember, the 

sugarcane aphid economic throushold for 

south Texas is 50 to 125 aphis per leaf. 

Currently, economic populations of 

sugarcane aphid on sorghum are being 

reported in Refugio, Calhoun, Victoria, and 

Fort bend Counties. I am certain the 

sugarcane aphid populations will be building 

rapidly all along the Coastal Bend and 

Winter Garden areas this week. Keep in 

mind that Transform cannot legally be 

applied to sorghum that is 3 days from 

flowering 

until seed 

set.  

Sugarcane 

aphid 

predators 

are 

extrememly 

abundant in 
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most sorghum firlds. Various lady beetle 

species and syrphid (hover) flies are most 

abundant where sugarcane aphid is present. 

Lacewings, pireate bugs, and various spiders 

also have been noted. 

 Sugarcane aphid resistant (highly 

tolerant) hybrids have been performing very 

well across the area. Sugarcane aphids have 

been found on these hybrids but to a much 

lesser degree than susceptible sorghum 

hybrids. However, it is important to treat all 

sorghum fields as if they are susceptible to 

sugarcane aphid. Simply because a hybrid is 

designated as being “highly tolerant” to the 

sugarcane aphid does make them immune 

from the sugarcane aphid. It ispossible for 

thses hybrids to reach economic populations 

of sugarcane aphid.   

 Much of the sorghum in the lower 

Coastal Bend is coloring and nearing 

physiological maturity. It is unlikely that 

these fields would warrant a sugarcane aphid 

insecticide treatment to prevent yield loss, 

even if the aphid was to rebound. However, 

if the aphid does move back into sorghum, 

producers should watch honeydew build up 

on leaves and the aphids movement toward 

the sorghum head. Honeydew accumulation 

of sorghum leaves can interfere with the 

effectivness of harvest aides. If it appears 

that honeydew will interfere with 

performance of harvest aids than consider an 

insecticide application to eliminate potential 

issues with performance of the harvest aid. 

Honeydew in sorghum heads can complicate 

harvest and may result in additional yield 

loss. Adding an insecticide with the harvest 

aid will help reduce aphid numbers and 

eliminate honeydew building up in the head.  

 Just a side note: A few weeks ago we 

were having a turn-row meeting in Neuces 

county. The farmer hosting the meeting was 

talking about scouting sugarcane aphid in 

2015. I think many will remember all of the 

rain we had in 2015. This farmer related an 

experence and important message to the 

group. He planted two fields the same day 

and to the same hybrid. There was a small 

field road that separated the two fields . One 

field was standing in water making access 

difficult while the second field drained well 

and access was much easier. He scouted the 

well draned field and used it to make 

management decisions for the adjacent field. 

The sugarcane aphid never developed in the 

well drained field but they did build to very 

large populations in the field that flooded. 

The sugarcane aphid field had a lot of 

feeding injury and yield ~2,500 pounds per 

acre (well below the field average) whild the 

second field yielded just over 5,000 pounds 

per acre.  The lesson: Every field is unique 

and all fields should be treated individually. 

Making management decisions for multiple 

fields based on a single or a few fields will 

almost always cost you money in the end! 

Bermudagrass Stem Maggot: 

The bermadagrass stem maggot, a 

small yellow fly, is being reported in most 

south Texas bermudagrass pastures. The 

larva (maggot) burrows into the uppermost 

node of bermudagrass and feeds withing the 
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shoot. The 

leaves above 

the feeding 

site will turn 

chlorotic and 

then die. Dead 

terminal shoots are a tell-tell sign that a field 

is infested by the bermudagrass stem 

maggot. Once the larva completes 

development it will leave the shoots and 

pupate in the soil. 

Severity of damage caused by the 

bermudagrass stem maggot appears to 

depend on bermudagrass growing 

conditions. Good soil and moisture 

conditions allowing normal, rapid growth of 

the pasture may minimize the impact of 

bermudagrass stem maggot damage on 

yield. 

However, 

damaged 

pastures 

may reduce 

the value of 

hay, 

especially if hay is sold in speciality markets 

such as hay being fed to horses. Economic 

loss caused by the bermudagrass stem 

maggot may occur during less favorable 

climatic and/or field conditions limiting 

growth such as poor soil and moisture 

conditions. 

Grazed pastures are not normally 

affected by the fly because grazing livestock 

eat the fly eggs and maggots along with the 

grass. Light stocking rates may result in 

greater bermudagrass stem maggot 

infestations and, consequently,  more 

damage. 

There are several ways to manage 

the bermudagrass stem maggot in grass. If 

heavy damage (10% to 20% of plants 

damaged) is found within a week of harvest, 

proceed with harvest and removed baled hay 

as soon as possible. Once the damage 

becomes apparent, the crop is not likely to 

add a significant amount of yield. Leaving 

the damaged crop in the field will only 

compete with any attempts by the plant to 

regrow and decrease the opportunity that the 

next cutting will have to accumulate mass. 

Control of bermudagrass stem 

maggot also can be achieved throught the 

use of relatively inexpensive insecticides. 

Current recommendations are to treat after a 

cutting if 

damage 

levels are 

high (at or 

above 20% 

infested 

terminals). Research suggests treating twice 

with an insecticide provides the best 

bermudagrass stem maggot suppression. The 

first application is recommended a few days 

after the previous crop is baled and the grass 

begins to regrow. The second application is 

suggested 5 to 7 days later.  The lowest 

labeled rate of any pyrethroid insecticide 

labeled for hayfield application has been 

effective. 

Better Yield in the Field 
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You can now follow south Texas 

insect and production news on Facebook and 

Linkedin (Better Yield in the Field) and our 

website is coming together 

(: http://betteryield.agrilife.org/). Check us 

out as we grow and expand our offerings. 

Robert Bowling, Ph.D. 

 
Assistant Professor and Agrilife Extension 

Entomology Specialist 

Texas A&M Agrilife Research and 

Extension Center at Corpus Christi 
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http://betteryield.agrilife.org/

