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C A L E N D A R  O F  E V E N T S  

 

 

CROP  

DATE: JUNE 30, 2017 

PLACE: BEE COUNTY EXPO CENTER  

TIME: 7:30AM – 10:30AM 

RSVP PRIOR TO JUNE 23RD
 TO THE BEE COUNTY EXTENSION OFFICE 361-621-1552. 

 

PRIVATE APPLICATOR TRAINING  

DATE: JULY 27, 2017 

PLACE: BEE COUNTY EXPO CENTER MEETING ROOM 

TIME: 8:00AM – 12:00PM 

PESTICIDE APPLICATOR TRAINING COURSE COST $50 WHICH INCLUDES THE COST OF STUDY MANUALS. PLEASE 

CONTACT EXTENSION OFFICE AT 361-621-1552 TO RESERVE YOUR SPOT. 

 

 

BEEF CATTLE SHORT COURSE 

DATE: AUGUST 7-9, 2017 

PLACE: TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY – COLLEGE STATION 
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Follow six tips for cost-effective weed control  

 

Herbicides are most cost-effective when used correctly. To get the most benefit from your pasture weed 

spraying, we offer these six tips. 

 

1. Identify the weed problem. Your choice of herbicides and recommended application rates will 

vary by weed species and timing. For most broadleaf weeds, GrazonNext® HL herbicide will be 

the cost-effective choice. It controls more than 100 broadleaf weed species with both 

preemergence and postemergence control.  Another option is Chaparral™ herbicide, a 

specialized broadleaf, brush and grass management herbicide. Chaparral controls some plants – 

including Pensacola bahiagrass, annual ryegrass and some species of brush – that GrazonNext® 

HL does not.  

2. Use a calibrated sprayer or a professional applicator. Calibration prevents both the waste and 

expense of over application and prevents reduced control from under application. Get your 

money’s worth. Don’t guess.  

3. Spray at the right time with the right rate. Annual weeds in pastures are generally most 

susceptible early in the season when they’re small and actively growing, and when soil moisture 

is adequate. Using GrazonNext® HL or Chaparral will provide longer soil residual activity than 

any other pasture herbicide and control weeds that germinate for several weeks after spraying. 

After that, competition and soil shading from a healthy grass cover often provide season-long 

control.  

4. Recognize that drought-stressed or mature weeds will be more difficult to control. 

Effectiveness may be reduced if weeds don’t have adequate moisture and aren’t rapidly growing 

when you spray. In a dry year, spraying early will improve results and help your grass capture 

scarce moisture. Weed-free pastures always recover faster from drought. The key is to spray 

early unless you’re willing to increase the rate later in the season or accept less control.  

5. Follow label directions for application and mixing. For ground broadcast, apply the 

recommended rate of herbicide in 10 to 20 gallons of total spray mixture per acre. Use the 

recommended rate of an agricultural surfactant to thoroughly we the foliage. Consider a drift-

control additive to reduce drift and improve deposition.  

6. Remember soil residual activity and plant residue. While GrazonNext® HL and Chaparral 

may provide weed control for several weeks in permanent grass pasture, they should not be used 

on cropland or on land to be rotated to crops. Most broadleaf crops are more sensitive to the 

residual activity than weeds are. Those crops may be affected if planted within two years or more 

of spraying. Don’t plant a broadleaf crop until an adequately sensitive field bioassay shows the 

crop will not be harmed. Cereals and corn, however, can be planted one year after treatment. 

Remember, too, grasses treated with any soil residual herbicide may carry herbicide residue than 

can be transferred to the soil by hay, livestock manure or urine. Read and follow all label 

precautions. 
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Beef Cattle Short Course 

 

The Texas A&M Beef Cattle Short Course has a rich tradition and historical place in 

the programs emanating from the Department of Animal Science at Texas A&M 

University.  Dating as far back as 1942, Professor John K Riggs started the first in a 

series of Bee Cattle Short Courses held on the campus of Texas A&M College to 

discuss the results of beef cattle research from the Texas Agricultural Experiment 

Station with Texas beef producers. This historical beginning and purpose is still the 

standard today for the Beef Cattle Short Course. Today the highly respected TAM 

Beef Cattle Short Course is nationally and internationally recognized as the largest 

attended beef cattle educational program of its type in the world.  

 

The Cattleman’s College features more than 20 concurrent sessions. Topics include 

animal health, nutrition, reproduction, breeding, genetics, selection, research, 

marketing and handling. Management sessions will cover business, forage, range, and 

purebred cattle. Topics such as landowner issues and fence building will be featured at 

the BCSC. Sessions are designed for everyone, from the newest member of the 

industry to the most seasoned producer. A number of pesticide CEUs, veterinarian 

CECs and BQA credits are available to attendees. Additionally, over 125 agriculture 

related businesses and trade show exhibitors annually attend the course and attest to 

the fact that it is the most highly attended activity of its kind anywhere in the United 

States.  
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Gardening Tools- for Heavy Duty Work – information from Nueces 

County Master Gardener John Slusarz 
 

One of my most valuable tools which is often overlooked when there is a need to do heavy 

duty gardening work – is the reciprocating saw. No, I am not kidding. The reciprocating saw 

has uses outside of just construction work and a lot of those uses are in the gardening world. 

It is the most functional tool when there is heavy duty gardening work to be done – it’s just 

that most people do not consider it a gardening tool.  

 

A reciprocating saw/pruning blade is not meant to do lightweight gardening work like 

deadheading roses, trimming, hedges or removing damaged leaves from Canna. It is for 

heavy duty work. The secret ingredient that makes it most useful in the garden is the 9 inch 

or 12 inch pruning blade. This blade easily makes short work of any branch up to 6 inches in 

diameter and can even handle small trees. It is also very practical to use when cutting limbs 

off fallen branches and reducing them down to size for the brush pick-up. The reciprocating 

saw/pruning blade can easily handle palm tree trimming and cutting those Queen Ann palm 

fronds down to controllable size. 

 

And for me personally, I would much rather be using a reciprocating saw to cut branches or 

palm fronds in lieu of a chainsaw. Using a reciprocating saw, especially a battery powered 

unit which is unbelievably lightweight, just seems to be safer and allows for better control 

when compared to an electric or gas powered chainsaw. This safety factor becomes 

especially true if there are any ladders involved in any portion of the pruning process.  

LADDERS + CHAINSAWS = NEVER A GOOD COMBINATION 

 

Where the reciprocating saw/pruning blade combination is a real winner is when a large bush 

must be moved or removed. Normally, you would not think about sticking a pruning blade in 

the ground. But it works fantastically as a root cutter-upper. As an example; recently a 7 foot, 

8-year-old, Oleander bush had to be moved because it was in the wrong place and not doing 

well at all. Normally, this would involve lots of digging, using long handled pruning shears 

or an ax to cut roots, sweating and swearing. However, using the reciprocating saw and a 12” 

pruning blade, it took less than 30 minutes and we hardly broke a sweat.  

 

The reciprocating saw blade was plunged its full length into the ground about 6” to 10” from 

the external branches, at a slightly inward angle. A full circle was cut around the bush, which 

severed all the lateral roots to a depth below their normal growth zone. The pruning blade 

will cut through the roots very easily. This allowed the bush to be tilted and the same saw 

was used to cut the remaining straight or horizontal roots at the center of the root ball. The 

compact root ball popped out of the hole very easily.  

 

Continue on next page 



5 

Educational programs of the Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service are open to all people without regard to race, color, sex, religion, national origin, age, disability, genetic 
information, or veteran status. The Texas A&M University System, U.S. Department of Agriculture, and the County Commissioners Courts of Texas Cooperating. 

 

To replant the bush, the same principal was used, as there was a significant amount of roots 

from nearby plants. At the selected site, the reciprocating saw blade was again plunged its 

full length into the ground and used to cut a circle the size of the desired hole, roughly 2’+ 

across. Several cross cuts were made to break up any roots that ran the width of the hole and 

divide the dirt into manageable sections. And what has to be mentioned is that all this was 

done in heavy clay soil. Normally this type of soil is an absolute terror to excavate, the 

replanting hole was done as painlessly as possible. The dirt was relatively easy to remove. 

This was repeated until the desired depth was achieved.  

 

The reciprocating saw/pruning blade was also used to cut all the Oleander’s branches back 

prior to the replanting. Oh, by the way, the relocated Oleander is doing just great with new 

growth popping out of every branch. They are tough plants and can take a lot of abuse.  

 

Even if you are just planting multiple 1 gallon, or larger, plants in an area filled with smallish 

roots that are only have an inch or less in diameter those roots can be very frustrating. They 

are hard to cut with a normal gardening trowel, shears or a hand hoe and if only severed, they 

end up poking, sticking up and just get in the way. Using a reciprocating saw/pruning blade 

to cut an outline of the hole in the soil prior to digging eliminates this problem and makes 

soil excavation easier.  

 

If you do not already have a reciprocating saw, by shopping a little bit, both the cordless and 

corded reciprocating saw can be purchased for under $100. For the average gardener, that has 

only occasional need for this tool, it is recommended that they investigate the batter powered 

option. The battery powered unit is very lightweight, easy to handle, can be found weighing 

less than 10 lbs. with battery, about the same price as an electric chainsaw, and the newer 

lithium battery will provide power for almost any job.  

 

If selecting a tool, for the first time, to do heavy garden work I would recommend the 

reciprocating saw over a chainsaw unless your property has a lot of large trees/brush and 

requires lumberjack work. For the average gardener the reciprocating saw is the tool of 

choice for heavy work; it is more versatile, easier to handle and use and I strongly believe it 

is safer.  

 

A final word of caution; when using the reciprocating saw/pruning blade to cut roots, be 

most careful of underground pipes and electrical conduit. This unit can cut through a PVC or 

copper pipe very easily. Always know where your underground utilities are before you dig or 

use a reciprocating saw/pruning blade to cut roots.  
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Herbicide in water? Mixing order matters! 

 

If you spray pastures yourself, mixing the herbicide solution is one of the critical 

things to get right. There’s a proper order to combine water, herbicide, surfactant 

and any other additives that you’ll put in the tank and spray. Do it wrong, and 

you can actually reduce the effectiveness of your treatment. 
 

“It may not happen every time, but it can happen,” says Dr. Charlie Hart, a 

Texas-based range scientist for Dow AgroSciences. The reason gets into finer 

points of chemistry. Bottomline: you can avoid the problem by simply following 

the mixing directions on the label.  

 

Correct Order 

For herbicide applications with water (not fertilizer), here’s the general 

procedure: 

 Fill your sprayer with about half the water you’ll use. Begin agitation. 

 Add the herbicide. Continue agitation. 

 Add additives such as surfactant or drift control agent and deposition aids. 

Continue agitation. 

 Add the rest of the water and continue agitation. 

Don’t premix your herbicide with surfactant or other additives. It creates at least 

potential for a problem. Add them separately according to the label instructions. 

Agitation here means recirculation or vigorous shaking. It’s critical.  

 

Most tractor-powered sprayers will have a recirculating pump. You can shake a 

backpack sprayer. If you’re using something in between, find a way to provide 

agitation. One way is to start with less water in the tank and then add herbicide 

and additives a little bit at a time while using a garden hose to add water and stir. 

 

Add a different kind of mix in the oil-water emulsion, but few people use it 

anymore. But if that’s still your standard, consult the label because mixing 

directions are different.  
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BQA Tip of the Month – Firearms and Beef 

 

A core principal of BQA is to implement management practices that prevent the 

adulteration of beef from foreign objects like bullets, birdshot, and buckshot. 

Shotguns should never be used to gather cattle and never use a firearm to 

encourage the neighbor’s bull to go back across the fence.  

 

Additionally, make sure hunters are educated about this issue and that they are 

aware of the locations of any livestock during a hunt. For more information about 

BQA and the dates of BQA trainings visit www.texasbeefquality.com  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BQA Tip of the Month – Colostrum for newborns 

 

Consumption of colostrum shortly after birth is critical to calf survival and 

health. During calving season, monitor newborns to ensure they are nursing. If 

calves haven’t nursed within the first 10-12 hours after birth provide assistance to 

ensure adequate consumption of colostrum; in some instances, you may want to 

provide colostrum sooner.  

 

Before calving season begins it is a good idea to have an esophageal tube feeder 

and a source of colostrum on hand. Commercial colostrum products may vary in 

the amount of immune globulins they contain, so make sure to get a product that 

is designed for replacement and not just as a supplement.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.texasbeefquality.com/
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WANTED: Educational Program Topic Ideas  

 

Do you have an idea for an educational program or series? The Bee 

County AgriLife Extension Agent would like to hear from you!!! 

 

Topics in the following areas are always welcome: 

- Beef cattle 

- Crops and forage 

- Gardening 

- Poultry 

- Wildlife  

If you have an idea for a program please contact Robbin Reininger, Bee County 

Agriculture and Natural Resources Agent at: 

 

- 361-621-1552 (office) 

- 979-292-4139 (cell) 

- robbin.reininger@ag.tamu.edu (email) 

- 107 South St. Mary’s, Beeville, TX 78102 (office location) 



 

 A G R I - N E W S  T R I V I A  

 Elevators in the Stature of Liberty use a 

soybean-based hydraulic fluid 

 Today’s American farmer feeds about 155 people 

worldwide. In 1960, that number was 25.8 

 The longest recorded flight of a chicken is 13 

seconds  

 The yolk and white of the egg is made up of 75% 

water, 11% fat and 12% protein 

 Lettuce is a member of the sunflower family 

Newsletter by E-Mail 

 

Due to increased postage costs, we would like to make 

future newsletters and announcements available to you 

electronically. If you would like to receive future 

information by email send an email to 

robbin.reininger@ag.tamu.edu. Benefits of having your 

newsletter sent through e-mail are: pictures and graphs will 

be in color, easy to store on your computer, no papers to 

mess with, click-able links to other internet sites, and sooner 

access. 

 
Check out and ‘Like’ the Bee County Agriculture and 

Natural Resources Facebook Page: 

www.facebook.com/beecountyag 

 

We’re on the Web!  http://bee.agrilife.org  
 

Robbin L. Reininger, CEA-Ag/NR 
 

Texas A&M AgriLife Extension provides equal opportunities in its 

programs and employment to all persons, regardless of race, color, sex, 

religion, national origin, disability, age, genetic information, veteran 
status, sexual orientation, or gender identity.”   Rev. 6/22/2016 

  

 

Bee County AgriLife Extension 

107 South St. Mary’s  

Beeville, Texas 78102 

Commercial products and trade names are 

mentioned for information purposes only. No 

guarantee or endorsement by the Texas AgriLife 

Extension Service is intended or implied. 
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