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  Well here we are the last day in July. Still have a lot going on out 
there and it just now decides it wants to rain over this last week going into 
the weekend. Better late than never, I suppose.  
 
 Where to start, seems like we have had every major pest this year in 
one area or another. SCA has in fact impacted our area just South of Black in 
Parmer county. Confirmed sightings accomplished by Eddie Meeks via text, 
picture below.   
 

 
  Picture by Eddie Meeks S of Black Tx.  

 Even in low input sorghum, this is a contender to be a pricy pest to 
ignore and can increase rapidly as each female gives birth to five live young 
each day. Below I have the official Texas A&M AgriLife High Plains 
Sugarcane Aphid Action Threshold. This differs from spider mites in corn as 
an economic threshold, where a producer needs to act prior to the 
threshold. This is when you may want to seriously consider making an 
application. Do not delay or this pest will become very serious up to an 
including crop loss.  
 

Options labeled: 
 
Transform: .75 to 1.5 oz/acre 
 
Sivanto: 7 to 10.5 oz/acre 
 
 

• Both with appropriate 
crop oil ensuring 
sufficient coverage. 
 

• These products both 
have their place out 
here and can be used in 
different situations as 
well as cost 
effectiveness. 

 
• In my previous 

experience as soon as 
you SCA them make a 
plan to control them.  

http://go.microsoft.com/fwlink/p/?LinkId=255141


 
By: Ed Bynum, Pat Porter, Blayne Reed, Kerry Siders, and Tommy Doederlein 

 
 Well onto corn, very dry in the area, we get a small reprieve from high 

temps that burnt up many acres in Parmer and Bailey counties. Spider 
mites have been a thorn in many side to say the least. This was expected 
and most have been right on top of it. Seems like once a small colony was 
seen more soon showed up and I commend many consultants as well as 
producers for staying ahead of the economic threshold. Action on these 
pests are very important early and timing is crucial. 

I will be conducting a late season mite trial this coming week and I am 
very much looking forward to seeing products in the area used side by 
side and yielding profitable results. In association with my colleagues we 
will be putting out four different mite studies in different locations to 
combat this pest and test viability of both product and tank mixing 
formulations.   
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Click the button to 
follow us on Facebook! 

 

 
 
Register and Listen 

in on our weekly 
radio show 

“Southern High 
Plains” 

 
Click here 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.texasinsects.org/southern-high-plains-pest-news.html
https://www.texasinsects.org/southern-high-plains-pest-news.html
https://www.facebook.com/Bailey-Co-Extension-101194891510417/


 During our 7 DAT counts in Hart for our spidermite trial we did pick 
up on some redmites. Though they were very sparce they were 
confirmed. In working with Dr. Coker out of Dumas I do hope to put out a 
redmite trial in the coming days.  
 Redmites themselves resemble two-spotted when it comes to 
phenotipical attibutes. Banks or (BGM) seem to grow in population 
instead of inflicting damage in fewer numbers as is typical for red and 
two spotted mites. 
 

Here we can see some 
Southwestern Corn Borer eggs 
found just east of Muleshoe. 
Scouting for this is going to be 
especially important in non-bt, only 
accurate, and timely scouting can 
lead to success in controling this 
pest. 

 
 
 Alright lets move onto cotton, 
started out as the roughest crop, 
with all the environmental factors, now I am very impressed with both 
reseliance as well as flexiablity in this area.  
  Still want to watch out for Boll worm populations moving into the 
area as they feed on these lower bolls we can expect some scaring as well 
as some punture wounds on these developing bolls as seen to the left.  
 Also on the radar from now till the end of the growing season is 
still lygus. I have been told by many that this is the lightest season we 
have had in many years and I believe that. Doesn’t mean they aren’t 
posing a threat but as we reach into 5 NAWF we just might get away with 
not having to dedicate an application to these guys. Keep an eye on 
square/boll retention or inversly square/boll drop in order to fully 
understand effects, then pursue the problem. Lygus are very flighty and 
could be just passing through, causing very little damage.  
 The last insect ill speak about is sort of hit or miss. I have been 
mainly picking it up around maple but a few fields close to bovina have 
been effected. The stink bug problem is always on the back burner it 
seems but I do want to express that it can cause significant damage if it 
can penitrate past the cuticle of the cotton boll. We will continue to see if 
this presents itself as a problem.  



Blue represents previous week, Red reprents current week 
 

 
 
A small note from my sponsor at Allstar Fuel about applying for a bond if dyed diesel 

usage exceeds given thresholds! 
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