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High Plains Crop Update 
  
 As we make our way through this 2020 growing season many wish it 
would go by faster. One for the record books for sure! 
 
 Beginning with sorghum in the area, looking at Castro county where 
many of my acres are. Though we are picking up yellow sugar cane aphids 
as close as Olton I have not heard or seen anything here yet. The 
populations start in the Southeast of the panhandle and work their way 
Northwest as the season progresses.  
 

 
  
 Sitting at about V-7 in sorghum we are very susceptible to this pest as 
they make their way up the panhandle. Populations grow quickly, so if you 
find them while scouting please feel free to contact me, so we can get a 
finger on the pulse of their movements.  
  
 
 Switching now to corn, pivot wheels hot as they attempt to keep up 
with the demand of water, given this lack of rain. Spider mite colonies are 
making a second resurgence as their first wave was wiped out by high 
predators. Though the predators didn’t go anywhere they are being bogged 
down by the massive numbers starting to develop from the -5 leaf up to the 
ear.  
 Ranging from 30% coverage to 5% leaf coverage these mites are now 
in every field in my program. As stated last week, some producers have 
decided to spray to get ahead of them using a residual to get them through.  
 

http://go.microsoft.com/fwlink/p/?LinkId=255141


 
If you find yourself wanting to wait on an application for these guys 

keep in mind the 35 35 rule. That is the 35% of the plant and 35% 
coverage of the leaf. Checking the -3 leaf down from the ear leaf to +3 
above the ear leaf and corresponding coverage.  

 
Keep in mind that miticides are notorious for taking a bit of time to 

become effective. Plan accordingly to avoid serious damage, and always 
read the label for most effective results. If you have any further questions 
lean on your consultants, or feel free to contact me.  

 

Here is this week’s graph on fall army worm data coming out of 
Lubbock, as you can see, we have a small bump on the population from 

this last week. 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Click the button to 
follow us on Facebook! 

 

 
 

Listen in on our 
weekly radio show 

“Southern High 
Plains” 

 
Click here 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.texasinsects.org/southern-high-plains-pest-news.html
https://www.texasinsects.org/southern-high-plains-pest-news.html
https://www.facebook.com/Bailey-Co-Extension-101194891510417/


Finally, there is a reason they 
call it cotton country! We started 
off rough with environmental 
factors wreaking havoc on our 
delicate cotton plants. Stages 
range from ¾ grown squaring 
cotton to 6 nodes above white 
flower (NAWF). We have seen 
some cotton flea hopper pressure 
lately. Even if you find your field 
producing white flowers 
consistently, we may not be out of 
the woods. Even at 7 NAWF we 
still want to hold on to our second 
and third position as discussed last week.  

 
Lygus are also beginning to cause some concern as they move into 

larger more consistent numbers. One thing to keep in mind, is they are 
very flighty. Not only when checking for them in a field but also their 
migratory patterns are massive.  

 
As they move across the high plains, they set up shop and can be easily 

found in one field, and the next will not been touched. This is where 
accurate square drop or square retention can be the difference in a 
preventative application and a rescue application. If insecticide is applied 
to early you may not catch the next generation, falling into a cycle of 
playing catch up instead of a decisive preemptive spray.  

 
If you do choose to spray, the square drop is appropriate, or the 

threshold is met. Be sure to choose something with a residual to prevent 
a resurgence. “You pay for what you get…” -Stephen King 

 
I would like to Thank Kerry Siders for coming up with this list of 

priorities for these coming weeks! 
 
1. Water as efficiently as possible (deliver water near to the ground). If 
heat continues, do not share water by towable systems, or shared wells. 
Cut back to your best. 
2. Get fertilizer out now, there is no advantage of waiting. It only delays 
progress and maturity. 
3. Continue PGR applications if you have good water, fertility, and a well 
developing plant. Otherwise, wait till temps moderate and then resume 
PGR plans. 
4. Scout, scout, scout! Do not let insects rob you of precious fruit. 
 



I am almost done stick with me! 
 

 
  
 Here we can see this week’s numbers of Bollworm populations. 
Due to the high volume of corn in Castro county I expected this influx of 
boll worm populations in comparison with our neighboring counties. As 
we move from squaring fruit to boll fill these numbers will be important to 
monitor.  
 
 Many of these populations are going to stem from migratory 
populations that did not over winter here but moved in as they sweep 
across the state. Behind no till fields is also a cause of this ingress 
inhabitants.  
 
 I hope everyone has a great weekend, stay safe this year!  

 

 I want to thank the sponsors listed below for their support in my 
newsletter and my program. Attached is a PDF containing more 
information provided by Allstar fuel. 
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