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The August meeting for the 2021 series will take place on Friday, August 20, 2021, at the Washington County Expo 
Sales Facility in Brenham! Beekeeping continues to be a hot topic, especially for medium to small acreage 
landowners. Before you jump in head-first and order the equipment and a hive of bees, come learn what to expect! We 
will hear from several area beekeepers on what it takes to raise honeybees in this area of Texas, some of the 
challenges they face, and what they’ve found to be good solutions. In addition to bees we will take a portion of the 
afternoon to talk trees! In Texas and especially in our part of Texas trees are a valuable commodity that landowners 
care about and strive to keep them healthy and vigorous. Come learn about tree biology, how to recognize common 
tree problems, and how to manage for tree health. We will “leaf” no question unanswered, discussing planting, 
pruning, watering, fertilizer, insect and disease control. Don’t miss this wonderful opportunity! Two CEUs (1 General, 
1 IPM) will be offered for all licensed pesticide applicators.   
 

The meetings begin at 1:30 pm and will last between 4 and 5 hours depending on the topic. The cost for the program 
is $20.00 per person. Continuing Education Units (CEU’s) for pesticide applicators will be offered as they are 
applicable.   
• September 17th – Horticulture Production – Fruit Trees, Pecans, and Grapes for Landowners  
• October 15th – Wildlife Management and Native Prairie Restoration   
• November 19th – Emerging Issues for Rural Landowners 
 

For more information, please contact the Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Office in Austin County (979-865-2072), 
Colorado County (979-732-2082), Fayette County (979-968-5831), or Washington County (979-277-6212).  
Registration materials and more information can also be found on our website, https://washington.agrilife.org/ag/nlo/  

MULTI-COUNTY NEW LANDOWNERS SEMINAR SERIES 

Mark Your Calendars for Upcoming Events 

• July 9th: Feathers, Furs, & Farming– Hunting Leases & Ask the Game Warden, American Legion, Sealy, 1pm   

• July 29th: Ft. Bend Vegetable Conference-Virtual, 3 CEU’s, 9am 

• July 30th: Private Applicators Training, Austin County Extension Office, 12:45 pm 

• August 1-30: Collection of Hay Samples for Hay Show 

• August 2nd-4th: Texas A&M Beef Cattle Short Course– College Station  

• August 20th: New Landowners Series– Bees & Trees for Homeowners, Washington County Fairgrounds, 1:30pm 

• August 27th: Austin County Fall Horticulture Conference, American Legion, Sealy, 1pm 

• September 17th: New Landowners Series- Fruit Trees, Pecans, Grapes, The Vine, New Ulm 1:30pm 

• October 8th: Fall Forage Program, & Hay Show, Austin County Fairgrounds, Bellville, 9am 

• October 8-17th: Austin County Fair—Extension Office will be closed due to Agents & Staff working out at the fair 

If you plan on using a state limited use or state restricted use pesticide, such as Grazon P+D, 2 4- D, Weedmaster, etc., and 

need a license, the Texas AgriLife Extension Service will be sponsoring a Private Applicator Training and Testing 

throughout 2021 at the Austin County Extension office. Books and study materials for the course can be purchased from 

the Extension office ahead of time or the day of for $40. Registration is $10 for the training. The registration fee will 

include the training and additional study materials. The training will begin at 1:00 pm and conclude by 5:00 pm. The Texas 

Department of Agriculture, who oversees the testing and administration of Applicator Licensing, has contracted with PSI 

Services to administer the exam for agriculture pesticide applicator licensing. Applicants will coordinate testing with PSI at 

one of their 22 locations around Texas. Details on the process, locations, cost, and other pertinent information will be 

provided at the training to help applicants complete the licensing process. See Flyer for details on Page 4. 

Private Applicator Trainings 

https://washington.agrilife.org/ag/nlo/
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by Allen Knutson,  Extension Entomologist, Texas A&M AgriLife Extension  

The fall armyworm, Spodoptera frugiperda, is a common pest of bermudagrass, sorghum, corn, wheat and rye grass 
and many other crops in north and central Texas. Larvae of fall armyworms are green, brown or black with white to 
yellowish lines running from head to tail. A distinct white line between the eyes forms an inverted “Y” pattern on the 
face. Four black spots aligned in a square on the top of the segment near the back end of the caterpillar are also 
characteristic of fall armyworm. Armyworms are very small (1/8 inch) at first, cause little plant damage and as a result 
infestations often go unnoticed. Larvae feed for 2-3 weeks and full grown larvae are about 1 to 1 1/2 inches long. 

Given their immense appetite, great numbers, and marching ability, fall 
armyworms can damage entire fields or pastures in a few days.  

Once the armyworm larva completes feeding, it tunnels into the soil to a 
depth of about an inch and enters the pupal stage. The armyworm moth 
emerges from the pupa in about ten days and repeats the life cycle. The 
fall armyworm moth has a wingspan of about 1 1/2 inches. The front pair 
of wings is dark gray with an irregular pattern of light and dark areas. 
Moths are active at night when they feed on nectar and deposit egg 

masses. A single female can deposit up to 2000 eggs and there are four to five generations per year. The fall 
armyworm apparently does not overwinter in north Texas, but survives the winter in south Texas. Populations increase 
in south Texas in early spring and successive generations move northward as the season progresses.  

Management. Fall armyworm outbreaks in pastures and hay fields often occur following a rain which apparently 
creates favorable conditions for eggs and small larvae to survive in large numbers. Hay fields with a dense canopy and 
vigorous plant growth are often more susceptible to armyworm infestations than less intensely fertilized and managed 
fields. Irrigated fields are also susceptible to fall armyworm infestations, especially during drought conditions. Also 
monitor volunteer wheat and weedy grasses in ditches and around fields which may be a source of armyworms that can 
move into the adjacent crop.  

Look for fall armyworm larvae feeding in the crop canopy during the late evening and early morning and during cool, 
cloudy weather. During hot days, look for armyworms low in the canopy or even on the soil surface where they hide 
under loose soil and fallen leaves. A sweep net is very effective for sampling hay fields for fall armyworms. When 
fields are wet with dew, armyworms can stick on rubber boots worn while walking through the field. Small larvae 
chew the green layer from the leaves and leave a clearing or “window pane” effect and later notch the edges of leaves.  

The key to managing fall armyworms is frequent inspection of fields to detect fall armyworm infestations before they 
have caused economic damage. Once larvae are greater than ¾ inch long, the quantity of foliage they eat increases 
dramatically. During their final 2-3 days of feeding, armyworms consume 80% of the total foliage consumed during 
their entire development.  

The density of armyworms sufficient 
to justify insecticide treatment 
depends on the stage of crop growth 
and value of the crop. Seedling plants 
can tolerate fewer armyworms than 
established plants. Infestations of 
more than 2-3 armyworms (1/2 inch or 
longer) per square foot may justify an 
insecticide application. If practical, 
apply insecticides early in the morning 
or late in the evening when armyworm 
larvae are most active and therefor 
most likely to come into contact with 
the insecticide spray. If the field is 
near harvest, an early harvest, rather 
than an insecticide treatment, is an 
option.  

Always read and follow all label 
instructions on pesticide use and 
restrictions. Information below is 
provided for educational purposes 
only: 

FALL ARMY WORMS 
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July 7, 2020 
 
 
Matthew Pfeifer  
Extension Agent 
Disaster Assessment and Recovery  
Washington, Austin, Fayette, and Colorado Counties 
 
 
NOAA Weather Radio All Hazards: A New Look at an Old Technology 
It has been four months since Winter Storm Uri crippled Texas. Although my position with Texas A&M 

AgriLife Extension encourages families and businesses to prepare for disasters, the storm highlighted weak-

nesses in my own family’s preparedness plan. Since the passing of the storm, I have reflected on ways we 

could have been better prepared. The utmost need I identified was an improved tool to receive hazardous 

weather updates.  

 

I belong to the millennial generation. As the stereotype often suggests, I probably rely too much on electronic 

devices (especially those connected to the internet) for communication. While modern technology has proved 

to be invaluable for emergency warnings, it often relies on electricity for power and internet signal to transmit 

messages. After Winter Storm Uri caused rolling blackouts in my home for three days, this millennial took a 

new look at an “old” technology: NOAA Weather Radio All Hazards (NWR).  

 

According to the National Weather Service’s website, the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration 

(NOAA) provides NWR as a public service to provide weather forecast and warn of oncoming severe weather. 

When combined with the Federal Communication Commission’s (FCC) Emergency Alert System, NWR be-

comes capable of providing emergency communication beyond weather related events to include manmade 

disaster and public safety warnings. To receive NWR signal, a special radio or scanner is required. 

 

As mentioned, more recent technology such as cell phones can receive emergency alerts and are an important 

tool for receiving critical communication. Yet during a disaster, power outages as well as cell and internet ser-

vice interruptions are prevalent. NWR provides a backup solution if more vulnerable communication services 

are damaged. 

 

I recently purchased a small radio capable of receiving NWR as well as AM and 

FM signals. It can be charged by electrical outlet, solar power, or windup crank. 

It also has battery backup. I purchased it online for a price that would have been 

a fraction of my monthly cell phone bill. In the future, I will rest a little more 

assured knowing that I have a tool which will allow me to receive NWR emer-

gency communication regardless of available power supply or cell service. Sud-

denly, what once seemed old is new again.  

 

Access https://www.weather.gov/nwr&in_desc=NOAA+Weather+Radio/ to 

view more information on NWR. Visit texashelp.tamu.edu to view other disaster 
preparedness and response resources provided by Texas A&M AgriLife Exten-
sion. 

https://www.weather.gov/nwr&in_desc=NOAA+Weather+Radio/
texashelp.tamu.edu
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Click Here to Register  

https://web.cvent.com/event/86312138-0192-44b5-8749-fadbda5b9216/summary
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Please feel free to contact me if you have any questions. 

Sincerely,  

 

 

Stacie M. Villarreal 

Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service 

County Extension Agent- Agriculture & Natural Resource-Austin County  

1 East Main, Bellville, TX 77418 (Mailing Address)  

800 E Wendt St, Bellville, TX 77418 (Physical Address)  

Phone: 979-865-2072 

stacie.villarreal@ag.tamu.edu  

Austin.agrilife.org 

Educational programs of the Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service are open to all people without regard to race, color, religion, sex, national origin, age, disabil-

ity, genetic information, or veteran status. The Texas A&M University System, U.S. Department of Agriculture, and the County Commissioners Courts of Texas 

Cooperating. Individuals with disabilities who require an auxiliary aid, service or accommodation in order to participate in this meeting are encouraged to contact the 

County Extension Office at (979) 865-2072 ten (10) days prior to the meeting to determine how reasonable accommodations can be made.  

As a reminder to anyone that will be using state limited use or state restricted use herbicides in Austin County, a permit to 
apply these herbicides must be obtained through the Texas Department of Agriculture if you plan on spraying in certain 
portions of the county. The following areas of Austin County must acquire a permit as is specified in the Texas Agricultural 
code, chapter 75,  

1) Only that portion of Austin County lying east and south of the line beginning at the point where State Highway 36 
crosses the north county line, thence southerly along Highway 36 to FM 949; thence westwardly along FM 949 to the 
San Bernard River is regulated by the Act, Subchapter G and regulations adopted thereunder. 

2) Between March 15 and July 31, in that portion of Austin County lying south of Interstate Highway 10, the following 
restrictions on the use of 2,4-D formulations shall apply: 

(A) the application by aircraft is prohibited 

(B) the use of all ester formulations by any method is prohibited. 
 
Permits may be obtained from the Texas AgriLife Extension Service of Austin County at (979) 865-2072. Forms can also be 
obtained by contacting the Texas Department of Agriculture Gulf Coast Regional Office in Houston at (713) 921-8200. 

SPRAY PERMITS REQUIRED FOR A PORTION OF AUSTIN COUNTY 

REGISTERING FOR A COUNTY PROGRAM?  

CLICK HERE 

https://austin.agrilife.org/
https://austin.agrilife.org/event-registrations/

