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Why learn plants

whil f you canodOt nanieBarromRectorou ¢

v, Learning the Language of the Land

v, Determines your Goals/Management practices for your
property

v, Self Satisfaction
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What do we see?
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A PINEYWOODS

B GULF PRAIRIES AND MARSHES

C PosT OAK SAVANNAH

D BLACKLAND PRAIRIES

E Cross TIMBERS AND PRAIRIES

F SoutH TExAS PLAINS

G EDWARDS PLATEAU

H ROLLING PLAINS

I HiGH PLAINS

J TRANS-PECOS, MOUNTAINS AND BASINS
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Livestock
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How the plants got their Names

A Common names
given by settlers

A Native Americans

A Based on
characteristics of the
plant
I Green
I Prickly
i Big, Small, etce




Naming Plants

v, Carl Linneaus
(1707-1778)

v, Binomial System of
nomenclature

1, Based on flower
parts
v, Kingdom, Phylum,
Division, Class, Order
u Family
u Genus
U Species




Categorizing Plants

v, Plant Categories
Angiosperms
u Monocots
u Dicots

v, Growth Habits

u Herbacious
u Grasses
u Grass-Like
u Forbs

u Woody
u Deciduous
u Evergreen
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Life Cycles

v, Annuals T 1 year life
cycle, reproduce from
seed, eg henbit,

v, Blennials T 2 year life ,
CyCIe, eg common Henbit Common Mullein
mullein

v, Perennials T live for
many years, eg Little
Bluestem




Temperature Tolerance

v, Polar
v, Tropical
v, Sub-Tropical

1, Temperate
u Cool Season
u Warm Season

Temporate Re
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G
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get Stream

» Subtropical
Jet Stream




Plant Identification
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Plant Succession

v, Decreaser
u Plants that decreased over time due to mans management
u Yellow Indiangrass, Eastern Gammagrass, Big Bluestem
v, Increaser

u Plants that at first increase under mans management and
slowly decline over time

u Silver Bluestem, Sideoats Grama

v, Invader
u Plants that take over once more desirable plants are removed
u Common Bermuda, King Ranch Bluestem, Prickly Pear Cactus
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Grasses

Ya
Ya
Ya
Ya
Ya
Ya
Ya
Ya

Poeaceae or Grass Family
Monocots

Parallel venation

Fibrous root system

Divided into Native or Introduced
545 species Iin Texas

Most important plant for livestock
Excellent soll holder
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Bermudagrass
Cynodon dactylon

v, Perennial

v, Warm Season
v, Introduced

v, Invader

v, Sod Forming, most well
adapted turf/forage
grass in North America

v, Varieties include; ©! 2005 NC State University s
Common, Tifton 85,
Jiggs, Alicia, Callie,
+1000s mor e




King Ranch Bluestem
Bothriochloa ischaemum

v, Perennial

v, Warm Seaon
v, Introduced
v, Invader

v, Widely seeded for
erosion control, seeded
by the Texas
Department of
Transportation until
2006




Side Oats Grama
Bouteloua curtipendula

v, Perennial

v, Warm Season

v, Native

v, Increaser

v, State Grass of Texas




Yellow Indiangrass
Sorghastrum nutans

v, Perennial

v, Warm Season

v, Native

v, Feathery Seedhead

v, Decreaser, and
provides good grazing
for livestock




Eastern Gammagrass
Tripsacum dactyloides

v, Perennial
v, Warm Season
v, Native

v, Prefers moist soils, can
withstand multiple
flooding events

v, Decreaser, and
provides good grazing
for livestock, excellent
fawning cover for deer



