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Wildlife Management Update for July by TPWD 

Biologist Matthew Reidy 

L 
and management in South Texas usually encompasses some 

kind of brush management.  Brush in our part of the state 

comes in all kinds of shapes and sizes with or without 

thorns.  When you are considering brush management on 

your property it is important to evaluate your goals, options, and budg-

et before proceeding.   

Brush management is a 

process and not a pro-

ject.  Whatever brush 

management you do to-

day, guarantees you will 

have to do some kind of 

additional management 

in the future.  Therefore, it is better to plan a small project every year 

versus one large (and expensive) project every 5 years.   

Furthermore, when it come to wildlife, the diverse south Texas brush is 

the most stable component of our habitat and provides all the compo-

nents that wildlife need.  Once it is removed you may never be able to 

get it back to the way it was.  Therefore, it is it important to learn, un-

derstand, and overall appreciate South Texas brush.  Think carefully 

about your brush management goals and options and do not hesitate 

to reach out to land management agencies such as Agrilife Extension, 

The Natural Resources Conservation Service, and/or the Texas Parks 

and Wildlife Department for advice and information. 

 

The members of Texas A&M AgriLife will provide equal 

opportunities in programs and activities, education, and 

employment to all persons regardless of race, color, sex, 

religion, national origin, age, disability, genetic information, 

veteran status, sexual orientation, or gender identity and 

will strive to achieve full and equal employment opportuni-

ties throughout Texas A&M AgriLife. The Texas A&M Univer-

sity System, U.S. Department of Agriculture, and the County 

Commissioners Courts of Texas Cooperating.  
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One calving season versus two calving seasons 

By: Glenn Selk, Oklahoma State University Emeritus Extension Animal Scientist 

S 
outhern Plains producers have many alternatives for calving seasons. Spring and fall are the seasons 
of choice.  Traditionally many herds have been bred to calve in February and March. Some fall calv-
ing seasons have arisen from elongated spring seasons or were initiated by “rolling over” females 
that failed to become pregnant in the spring breeding season.  Most  fall calving herds were created 

by design to take advantage of improved cow condition at calving, improved market conditions when calves 
and cull cows are sold, and less weather (heat) stress on cows and bulls during the breeding season. 

 Deciding on the use of one calving season or two calving seasons is a big first decision when commer-
cial producers are choosing calving seasons.  Two calving seasons fits best for herds with more than 80 
cows.  To take full advantage of the economies of scale, a ranch needs to produce at least 20 steer calves in 
the same season to realize the price advantage associated with increased lot size.  Therefore having forty 
cows in each season as a minimum seems to make some sense. 

 Using two seasons instead of just one can 
reduce bull costs a great deal.  Properly devel-
oped and cared-for bulls can be used in both the 
fall and the spring, therefore reducing the bull 
battery by about half.   If bulls are used twice per 
year, they must be given adequate nutrition to 
maintain body condition and should be required 
to pass a breeding soundness exam at least year-
ly. 

 Another small advantage to having two 
calving seasons is the capability of taking fall-
born heifers and holding them another few 
months to go in to the spring season and vice 
versa.  Because of this, replacement heifers are 
always 2 1/2 years at first calving instead of 2 
years old.  These heifers should be more likely to breed early in the breeding season and have slightly less 
calving difficulty.  Research (Goodrich, et al., 1985 OSU Research Report) has shown that these differences 
are very small, therefore the cost of the other six months feed must be minimal to make this a paying propo-
sition.  A disadvantage to breeding heifers to calve at 30 months is found when “open” heifers are 
culled.  They are too old to go the feedlot and produce high grading carcasses.  Therefore, the older heifers 
will be discounted (price per pound) when marketed after an unsuccessful attempt to get them bred. 

 Some producers like the dual calving seasons because of the spread of the marketing risk.  Having 
half of the calf crop sold at two different times allows for some smoothing of the cattle market roller coaster 
ride.  It is important that an adequate number of calves be born together to a make a marketable package 
that will not be discounted because of small lot size. 

 Labor requirements and increased pastures must also be considered.  More days of the calendar year 
are involved with checking cows and heifers during the calving season if split seasons are utilized.   Fall calv-
ing often conflicts with wheat planting during September or October.  More pastures are required to keep 
cows in the same stage of production together when there are two calving seasons.  Non-lactating cows 
need less energy and protein than do lactating cows to maintain body condition.  Feeding both together 
would be very inefficient. There are advantages and disadvantages to a split calving season.  Having a split 
calving season is not for everybody. 

 
Source: AgriLife Communications  

https://urldefense.com/v3/__http:/beefextension.okstate.edu/research_reports/1985rr/85-19.pdf__;!!KwNVnqRv!Q9QTgwtYyzlLtgQ8O_248NKXM4smE_Op8Ix2XNE9qiKbAgQ0i_FU5qk_ATB1EHbbgQ$
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Want pumpkins this fall? Time to get planting! 
By: Abby Read AgriLife Today  

R 
aising your own pumpkin patch, whether it is for decorations or pies, can be a fun a way to in-

troduce gardening for your family. Even though pumpkin season is several months away, it’s 

important to know the prime pumpkin-planting time is now. Russ Wallace, Ph.D., Texas A&M 

AgriLife Extension Service vegetable specialist, Lubbock provides tips and basic requirements 

for growing your own personal pumpkin patch. Sunlight hours and temperature play an important role in 

how well pumpkins grow in Texas. While too much sunlight and extremely hot weather can damage some 

plants, pumpkins thrive in early Texas summers.  

Different varieties need various amounts of days to 

become completely ripe. You should choose the 

planting variety based on when you plan on har-

vesting your pumpkins for your fall activities. Some 

may mature as soon as 85 days, or some as long as 

120 days.  

Pumpkins require good drainage to thrive. Knowing 

the soil in your area is crucial as pumpkins thrive in 

soils with good drainage. Without good soil, pump-

kins might need a change to their water intake, ex-

plained Wallace. “Pumpkins can grow on any soil that 

has good drainage. In the High Plains pumpkins are generally grown on sandy loams to clay loams,” Wallace 

said. “If grown on sandier soils they will require more irrigation.” If the soil in your area does not drain water 

well, adding organic matter such as peat moss and compost to the soil will give it better drainage. This should 

allow the soil to become suitable for growing pumpkins and other plants that need good drainage.  

With their growing season in the middle of Texas’s hot and dry summers, it’s important to keep in mind that 

pumpkins need a lot of water to thrive. “Pumpkins require about 25-30 inches of rain plus irrigation,” Wal-

lace said. “They need most of their water when the fruit is developing/maturing. If water is not uniformly ap-

plied while fruit is maturing, the ends of the pumpkins may not fully develop. We see that a lot in high heat, 

drought conditions.” Proper watering conditions will set your pumpkin plants up for successful ripening for 

harvest.  Irrigation and good, draining soil will help your pumpkin patch thrive in Texas weather. 

https://agrilifeextension.tamu.edu/
https://agrilifeextension.tamu.edu/
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Huisache Herbicide Spray Timing  

Check out this Huisache timing study by Range Specialist Dr. Bob Lyons 
We have traditionally thought that fall is the best time to 
spray huisache. A Texas Tech study showed that there 
might also be a spring window for spraying.  
A study was conducted in 2017 and 2018 in Atascosa 
County in conjunction with Corteva Agriscience to test 
spring versus fall ground broadcast herbicide spray tim-
ing. Applications of 20 gallons/acre of spray-volume were 
made with an ATV equipped with two Boom Buster noz-
zles.  
Treatments in 2017 were applied April through June and 
September through November (Figure 1) and plant-
mortality evaluations were conducted one- and two-
years post-treatments. Treatments in 2018 were applied 
May through June and September through November 
and plant-mortality evaluated at one-year post-treatment 
(Figure 2) with two-year evaluations scheduled for this 
year.  
 
For 2017, there was no difference in average plant-mortality (Figure 1) for spring (84%) and fall (92%) treat-
ments. The May treatment was lower than other months because of mechanical problem during application. 
There did appear to be a declining trend in fall plant-mortality from late October to November.  
 

For 2018, average plant-mortality (Figure 2) was 
lower in spring (69%) versus fall (100%) at one-
year post-treatment. This difference appears to 
be related to rainfall and soil moisture. At this 
site, spring was dry and fall was wet.  
 
From these two sites, it appears that spring 
huisache herbicide applications can be success-
ful if there is adequate rainfall to promote a 
full, healthy leaf canopy.  
From previous aerial and ground broadcast and 
individual plant leaf-spray work, some expecta-
tions and suggested spray-considerations have 
emerged.  
Regarding expectations, aerial work has shown 

consistently that higher plant-mortality can be expected with 
plants less than 7 feet tall, except for the bushy growth-form. 
The Texas Tech study suggested higher mortality for plants 
growing in predominantly clay soil than for plants growing in 

predominantly sandy loam / sandy clay loam soil.  
Regarding spray-considerations:  
1. Full, healthy leaves are a must, created by adequate cumulative rainfall of either   
 -3 or more inches 2 weeks prior to spraying or   
 -4 or more inches 4 weeks prior to spraying.  
2. Soil temperature at 12 inches deep needs to be a minimum of 75°F.  
3. Spray droplet-size in the range of 350-450 microns  

Figure 1. Plant-mortality (%) by month and season average for 
spring versus fall huisache herbicide applications.  

Figure 2. Plant-mortality (%) by month and season average 
for spring versus fall huisache herbicide applications. 
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Source: AgriLife Communications  

Texas A&M AgriLife Extension COVID-19 Update and Resources  

W 
hile COVID-19 has impacted how we edu-

cate, we still are upholding our commitment 

to Helping Texans Better Their Lives. Here at 

the Extension office we deal with three of 

some of the most important things in your 

life: Your Food, Your Health, and Your Children. For a com-

plete list of available resources check out https://

agrilifeextension.tamu.edu/coronavirus/  

Food: Our local farmers and food producers are working 

hard to ensure a safe wholesome food product from 

their fields to your table. For our beef producers here in 

the county https://beeffax.tamu.edu/ is a great resource 

for cattle market updates.  

Health: As we adjust to our new normal our FCH Agent 

Dru Benavides has some awesome resources on our Fa-

cebook page to help stay active, manage stress, adhering 

to guidelines on social distancing, and how to safely shop 

at the grocery store. When out shopping for essential 

items it is important to remember the following tips: 

1. If possible go by yourself, the less people out minimizes the chance of exposure and spread 

2. Only touch products you will buy 

3. Sanitize cart and cart handles before shopping 

4. Keep your distance from others, CDC Guidelines say 6 feet apart at all times, wear a mask or face cover-

ing to protect yourself and others 

5. Go with a paper grocery list, be prepared so you minimize the amount of time at the store, and throw 

away your list when you’re done shopping 

6. After you get home thoroughly wash produce and disinfect items such as boxes and cans with sanitizing 

wipes, or make your own sanitizing solution with 1/3 of a cup of bleach to a gallon of water.  

7. Sanitize commonly touched items such as, door knobs, light switches, refrigerator door handle, faucets, 

car keys, and counter tops. Wash your hands with soap and water for 20 seconds after using cleaning 

products.  

Children: As home becomes school and school becomes home, 4-H has some amazing educational re-

sources to help facilitate school lessons with agriculture, learn about 4-H projects, and some at home pro-

jects to help the community. Join District 12 4-H with 12 at 12. A Facebook Live event every Tuesday and 

Thursday at noon.  There will be quizzes, project exploration, and interaction with other 4-H’ers.  Also Check 

out the Texas 4-H Facebook page for daily activities and videos! Contact Ashlie Stayton at the extension 

office for even more 4-H resources.  

 

https://agrilifeextension.tamu.edu/coronavirus/
https://agrilifeextension.tamu.edu/coronavirus/

