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Time to plant squash, tomatoes, peppers and more! 

A 
s we all get used to social distanc-

ing, finding things to do in the 

comfort of your own home or 

backyard is necessary. Here are 

some great vegetables who’s time to plant is 

now or in the next few weeks. Seeds can be 

bought online from retailers and delivered to 

your home, as well as any supplies you may need. For more vegetables to be 

grown or for more information visit https://bexar-tx.tamu.edu/earth-kind-

horticulture/best-plants-for-bexar-county-south-texas/recommended-

vegetable-varieties-for-spring-planting/  or contact the extension office.  

Vegetable   Planting Dates   Varieties  

Pinto Beans   March 15– May 1  Pinto, Improved Pinto 

Beets   February 1– April 20  

Cantaloupe   March 15– May 1  Perlita, Caravelle 

Sweet Corn   February 25– April 15  

Cucumbers (Pickling)  March 5– April 15  Calypso, Carolina 

Cucumbers (Slicing)  March 5– April 15  Dasher II, Gemini 7 

Eggplants (Transplants) March 15– May10   

Leek   February 1– May 1   American Flag, Electra 

Okra    April 1– July 15  

Sweet Peppers (Transplants) March 15– May 1  Capistrano, Big Bertha 

Hot Peppers (Transplants)  March 15– May 10  Long Red, Thin Cayenne 

Squash    March 10—May 10  

Watermelon   March 1—May 1  

  

Multipik, Dixie Hybrid 
Crookneck 

Pacemaker 

Early Wonder 

Guadalupe Gold 

Calumet  

Florida Market 

Black Beauty 

Emerald 

Clemson Spineless 

Charleston Gray 
Crimson Sweet  

The members of Texas A&M AgriLife will provide equal 

opportunities in programs and activities, education, and 

employment to all persons regardless of race, color, sex, 

religion, national origin, age, disability, genetic information, 

veteran status, sexual orientation, or gender identity and 

will strive to achieve full and equal employment opportuni-

ties throughout Texas A&M AgriLife. The Texas A&M Univer-

sity System, U.S. Department of Agriculture, and the County 

Commissioners Courts of Texas Cooperating.  

*Note there are many more fruits and vegetables like tomatoes, spinach, and onions 

to plant this time of the year, check out the link above for more information* 

https://bexar-tx.tamu.edu/earth-kind-horticulture/best-plants-for-bexar-county-south-texas/recommended-vegetable-varieties-for-spring-planting/
https://bexar-tx.tamu.edu/earth-kind-horticulture/best-plants-for-bexar-county-south-texas/recommended-vegetable-varieties-for-spring-planting/
https://bexar-tx.tamu.edu/earth-kind-horticulture/best-plants-for-bexar-county-south-texas/recommended-vegetable-varieties-for-spring-planting/


 2 

Source: AgriLife Communications  

Texas A&M AgriLife Extension COVID-19 Update and Resources  

W 
hile all face to face events regarding 

AgriLife Extension are cancelled or 

postponed until May 4th, we still are 

upholding our commitment to Helping 

Texans Better Their Lives. Here at the 

Extension office we deal with three of some of the most 

important things in your life: Your Food, Your Health, and 

Your Children. For a complete list of available resources 

check out https://agrilifeextension.tamu.edu/

coronavirus/  

Food: Our local farmers and food producers are working 

hard to ensure a safe wholesome food product from their 

fields to your table. For our beef producers here in the 

county https://beeffax.tamu.edu/ is a great resource for 

cattle market updates.  

Health: As we adjust to our new normal our FCH Agent 

Dru Benavides has some awesome resources on our Fa-

cebook page to help stay active, manage stress, adhering 

to guidelines on social distancing, and how to safely shop 

at the grocery store. When out shopping for essential items it is important to remember the following tips: 

1. If possible go by yourself, the less people out minimizes the chance of exposure and spread 

2. Only touch products you will buy 

3. Sanitize cart and cart handles before shopping 

4. Keep your distance from others, CDC Guidelines say 6 feet apart at all times  

5. Go with a paper grocery list, be prepared so you minimize the amount of time at the store, and throw 

away your list when you’re done shopping 

6. After you get home thoroughly wash produce and disinfect items such as boxes and cans with sanitizing 

wipes, or make your own sanitizing solution with 1/3 of a cup of bleach to a gallon of water.  

7. Sanitize commonly touched items such as, door knobs, light switches, refrigerator door handle, faucets, 

car keys, and counter tops. Wash your hands with soap and water for 20 seconds after using cleaning 

products.  

Children: As home becomes school and school becomes home, 4-H has some amazing educational resources 

to help facilitate school lessons with agriculture, learn about 4-H projects, and some at home projects to help 

the community. Join District 12 4-H with 12 at 12. A Facebook Live event every Tuesday and Thursday at 

noon.  There will be quizzes, project exploration, and interaction with other 4-H’ers.  Also Check out the Tex-

as 4-H Facebook page for daily activities and videos! Contact Ashlie Stayton at the extension office for even 

more 4-H resources.  

https://agrilifeextension.tamu.edu/coronavirus/
https://agrilifeextension.tamu.edu/coronavirus/
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Pest Management for your Cow Herd 

E 
fficient pest management requires that 

cattle operators understand the three com-

ponents of integrated pest management 

(IPM) and how they work together. IPM us-

es cultural, biological, and chemical control methods 

to more effectively suppress insect pests.   

 

Cultural control focuses on preventing new infesta-

tions by minimizing conditions that support insect 

breeding. The best way to prevent initial infestations is 

to check and treat new cattle for lice, ticks, or mites 

before adding them to existing herds. The most effec-

tive way to control insect and mite populations is to 

minimize breeding conditions:  

1. Remove and dispose of carcasses quickly.  

2. Clean up and dispose of manure and spilled feed—

especially if they are wet.  

3. Keep drainage ditches clear by cleaning out weeds. 

4. Remove straw or hay that has been defecated and 

urinated on.  

5. Clean and dress all wounds on cattle to exclude 

blowflies and prevent infection.  

Biological control is using insects that are harmless to 

humans and animal, to control insects that are detri-

mental to human and animal health. Identifying insect 

populations accurately to make pest control decisions 

is key to avoid overusing pesticides. For example:  

Fire ants prey on any available larvae.  

Black dump fly larvae feed on house fly larvae devel-

oping in the same manure.  

Small fish and immature dragonflies, damselflies, and 

mayflies feed on mosquito larvae.  

 

Beneficial insects can also control pest populations through 

competition: 

Soldier fly maggots eat more manure than horn fly or house 

fly maggots, leaving competitors short of food and unable to 

complete development. 

Dung beetles remove manure to house their larvae. This caus-

es the pats to dry faster and become unsuitable for fly devel-

opment.  

Chemical Control should be used only when preventive meth-

ods are not effective or available. Use chemical control meth-

ods only when pest activity is at its highest. When chemical 

control is needed always remember the label is the  law. Use 

personal protective equipment when necessary to avoid ill-

ness, and side effects. Keep a record of all chemical applica-

tions to keep proper rotations of chemicals, and to look back 

on in case issues arise, including withdrawal dates. For more 

information check out a detailed management guide at 

https://1g92472cqoiu485bu53vpy6c-wpengine.netdna-ssl.com/wp-

content/uploads/sites/14/2012/04/E-570.pdf?

fbclid=IwAR2_0AuWApJcsoGG7NXimTJHSab0muv7d5Jk5UWJ6PPJuo

ZHgBO6DgoQED8 or call the extension office.  

small grains forage trial results  

A 
 special thank you to Bill and Brett Slomchinski of Slom-

chinski Farms for allowing us to hold this trial on their 

property. 13 different small grains were planted behind 

cotton on October 23rd, 2019 on an irrigated field. Triti-

cale, Barley, and Wheat were planted at 70 lbs to an acre, Rye 20 lbs 

to an acre, and Oats 64 lbs to an acre. Fertilizer was applied at a rate 

of 90 lbs of nitrogen/acre on December 18th, 2019. Data was col-

lected February 2020. Weights were taken on a dry matter basis. 

Sungrazer Rye   2,205.23 lbs per acre  

Tam 90 Rye    1,932.98 lbs per acre  

Prime Rye   1,442.97 lbs per acre 

Nelson Rye    2,596.38 lbs per acre  

813 Triticale    2,014.65 lbs per acre  

P919 Barley    1,715.18 lbs per acre 

Bob Oats    2,123.55 lbs per acre 

FL 720     2,014.65 lbs per acre 

Tam 606 Oats   2,123.55 lbs per acre  

Nora Oats   2,504.70 lbs per acre 

Tam 411 oats    2,123.55 lbs per acre 

204 Wheat    1,633.50 lbs per acre  

All 12 Mixed   1,932.98 lbs per acre 

Between 100-

200 horn flies 

per head is 

usually grounds 

for treatment 

in cattle  

https://1g92472cqoiu485bu53vpy6c-wpengine.netdna-ssl.com/wp-content/uploads/sites/14/2012/04/E-570.pdf?fbclid=IwAR2_0AuWApJcsoGG7NXimTJHSab0muv7d5Jk5UWJ6PPJuoZHgBO6DgoQED8
https://1g92472cqoiu485bu53vpy6c-wpengine.netdna-ssl.com/wp-content/uploads/sites/14/2012/04/E-570.pdf?fbclid=IwAR2_0AuWApJcsoGG7NXimTJHSab0muv7d5Jk5UWJ6PPJuoZHgBO6DgoQED8
https://1g92472cqoiu485bu53vpy6c-wpengine.netdna-ssl.com/wp-content/uploads/sites/14/2012/04/E-570.pdf?fbclid=IwAR2_0AuWApJcsoGG7NXimTJHSab0muv7d5Jk5UWJ6PPJuoZHgBO6DgoQED8
https://1g92472cqoiu485bu53vpy6c-wpengine.netdna-ssl.com/wp-content/uploads/sites/14/2012/04/E-570.pdf?fbclid=IwAR2_0AuWApJcsoGG7NXimTJHSab0muv7d5Jk5UWJ6PPJuoZHgBO6DgoQED8
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Hey Educators, Want to start a school garden, or rainwater harvesting system? 

T 
he USDA Natural Resource Conservation Service (NRCS) is accepting grant applications until May 

29, 2020 to establish gardens, rainwater harvesting systems, and high tunnels through Project 

G.R.E.E.N (Growing Roots for Education, Environment, 

and Nutrition) and through the Texas NRCS Urban and 

Rural Conservation Project. Project G.R.E.E.N. grants are availa-

ble only to independent, private, public and state controlled 

school districts, and private, public and state controlled institu-

tions of higher education.  

The grants have four components–community gardens, pollina-

tor habitat, high tunnels and rainwater harvesting systems. Applicants can apply for one, two, three or all 

four components of the grant in one application. Grants are available for up to $4,000 for a vegetable garden, 

$3,000 for a pollinator garden, $5,000 for a rainwater harvesting system and $6,500 for a seasonal high tun-

nel. The notice of funding opportunity for both grants is available at https://www.grants.gov. Applications for 

Project G.R.E.E.N. (opportunity number USDA-NRCS-TX-PG-20-GEN0010731) and applications for the Texas 

Urban and Rural Conservation Project (opportunity number USDA-NRCS-TX-URCP-20-GEN0010730) are due 

May 29, 2020. Additional information can be found at www.tx.nrcs.usda.gov.  

 

Avoid the Mulch Volcano 

M 
ulch has multiple benefits. Mulch can help conserve 

moisture, control weeds, prevents soil from “crusting 

over” which helps water permeation and absorption, 

adds organic matter into the soil, and when done proper-

ly, gives a manicured professional look to gardenscapes.  

When adding mulch to your garden, lawn, or trees it is important to avoid 

the mulch volcano. This is especially important when it comes to young 

trees. When young trees are surrounded by mulch that is too high it 

promotes roots to grow into the mulch instead of penetrating deep 

into the soil to become well established.  

Best practices for mulch include keeping it 2-4 inches deep. Less than 2 

inches does not provide adequate moisture conservation, or make an impact on weed suppression. However greater 

than 4 inches in depth makes it challenging for water to actually permeate through the mulch and get to the soil, and 

prevents oxygen exchange of plant roots, leading to stunted, or stressed plants and trees. Once mulch is spread out, 

taper it to ground level. Try to keep mulch 5 inches away from the trunks of trees. Doing so will help keep the bark dry. 

Mulch around and touching the trunk creates a most environment that promotes large cracking creating an entry point 

for insects and fungal growth.   

It is recommended to use natural mulch, such as wood or bark chips. Depending on the mulch type it can change the 

pH of the soil over time. Keep an eye on mulch types and apply soil amendments when necessary. For more Infor-

mation check out the following links https://agrilifeextension.tamu.edu/faqs/how-much-mulch-should-i-use-around-a-tree/  

https://agrilifeextension.tamu.edu/library/gardening/mulching/  or contact the extension office.  

Above: A young tree that had a mulch volcano. 

Mulch was removed and you are able to see lack of 

root penetration into the soil 

https://agrilifeextension.tamu.edu/faqs/how-much-mulch-should-i-use-around-a-tree/
https://agrilifeextension.tamu.edu/library/gardening/mulching/
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Managing wild turkey habitat for population success  

T 
he Rio Grande Wild Turkey is a staple of the wildlife landscape in south Texas. Hunting Season for Rio Grande 

Turkeys has both a fall and spring season and is a fun and challenging species to hunt due to their excellent 

sense of sight and sound. If turkeys could smell they’d be nearly impossible to hunt!  

Properly managing land is key to the success of the Rio Grande Turkey.  Interested landowners and land man-
agers can manage their land for turkey in multiple ways: preventing cattle from overgrazing, conducting pre-

scribed burns, and practicing brush control, among others. Ensuring sufficient nesting and brooding habitat will in-
crease nesting success and poult survival resulting in more individuals being recruited into the population, and main-
taining roost sites will enhance the usability of the land even more.  

Hens choose nesting sites that are in grass clumps, brush piles, understory brush, or leaf litter. They scratch out a shal-
low depression or bowl shape in these selected areas to form the nest. In order to protect their nests, hens choose 
sites that have enough herbaceous cover to hide the poults while still allowing the hen an unobstructed view to watch 
for threats. Nest sites are typically found in areas that are within ¼ mile of a water source, have grass heights of 18 
inches, and have a high abundance of insects.  

Along with managing their nesting sites, forage and food production is key to survival of poults to adulthood. The Rio 
Grande wild turkey is an opportunistic forager that feeds on green foliage, insects, seeds from grasses and forbs, and 
mast (acorns and nuts). Annually, their diet consists of about 36% grasses, 29% insects, 19% mast, and 16% forbs.  For 
more information check out the sources of this article at:  https://wildlife.tamu.edu/wildlifemanagement/turkeys/  and 
https://tpwd.texas.gov/huntwild/wild/game_management/turkey/index.phtml#hunting or contact the extension 
office.  

Source: AgriLife Communications  

https://wildlife.tamu.edu/wildlifemanagement/turkeys/
https://tpwd.texas.gov/huntwild/wild/game_management/turkey/index.phtml#hunting
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Upcoming Events and Educational Opportunities  

During these unprecedented times we are faced with the unique challenge of finding new ways to deliver ed-

ucational material to our constituents to achieve Texas A&M AgriLife Extension’s vision to “Help Texans 

Better Their Lives.” With that we are offering some distance learning opportunities so you can learn more, 

but in the safety and comfort of our own home.  

April 21st, and May 19th  Wildlife Damage Management Series The first session will cover, 

“Blackbirds, Cowbirds, House Sparrows and More; Managing Nui-

sance Birds at Your House and on Your Land” with the last session 

covering “Skunks, Coons, Opossums, and More.”   Presenters are 

Dr. Maureen Frank and Dr. John Tomecek, Extension Wildlife Spe-

cialists.  The series will be conducted online from 12:00-

1:00pm.  Cost is $10.00 per session.  Checks should be made pay-

able and mailed to Atascosa Wildlife and Fisheries Committee, 

P.O. Box 379, Leming, Texas  78050.   Each session will offer one 

(1.0) I.P.M. continuing education credit for Private, Commercial 

and Non-Commercial Applicators.  Certificates of completion will 

be mailed after participant attendance is verified and payment is processed.  Please RSVP by the Friday prior 

to each event by calling 830-569-0034.  

May 1st Private Applicator Training to be held at the Extension Office from 8:00 am to 12:00 p.m. 

This event is planned to be in person. Please look at our website and Facebook  for updates closer to the 
event.  

May 20th Reproduction Management Workshop to be held at the Tom Brothers Ranch located 
at 770 Co. Rd. 412 Campbellton, TX 78008 from 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. Topics include Ins and Outs of 

Pregnancy Testing, Hands On Anatomy of a Cows Reproduc-
tive Tract, Rectal Palpation Demonstration and Exercise, Es-
trus Synchronization Made Easy, and Reproductive Diseases. 
We ask that to participate in the workshop attendees are 
required to bring 3-5 docile cows that have been exposed to 
a bull over 90 days and possibly one cow that is open. The 
workshop is to be taught by Dr. Joe Paschal Livestock Spe-
cialist. The cost is $30.00 per producer please RSVP by May 
8th by calling the Extension Office. This event is planned to 
be in person. Please look at our website and Facebook  for 
updates closer to the event.  

 

 


