
Invasive Plants
ÅNative or indigenous species are those that occur in a 
particular place without the help of humans, and they are 
generally considered as plants that occurred in an area prior 
to European settlement.  Natives provide food and shelter 
for wildlife.  

ÅExotic plants have been introduced by humans to a location 
outside their native or natural range.  

ÅInvasive plants are exotics that aggressively spread and 
establish over large areas and persist without assistance 
from humans.  Invasives displace natives and reduce habitat 
and food for wildlife.

Australian Pine
Casuarina equisetifolia

ÅFast -growing 
deciduous pine-like 
tree

ÅDisplaces native dune 
& beach vegetation & 
destroys habitat for 
wildlife

Å Introduced from 
Asia/Australia

ÅPlant a non - invasive 
native alternative: 
Mesquite

Invasive!

Do Not Plant

Brazilian Pepper
Schinus 

terebinthifolius
ÅLarge shrub

or small tree 
with berries 
spread by birds

ÅDifficult to kill; 
may re-sprout 
for years

Å Introduced 
from Brazil

ÅPlant a non -
invasive native 
alternative: 
Wax Myrtle

Invasive!

Do Not Plant

Castor Bean
Ricinus communis

ÅShrub -like annual herb 
ÅSeed source of highly 
toxic poison ricin, which can 
be fatal
ÅAll parts of plant are toxic
ÅTakes over wild areas
ÅIntroduced from Africa
ÅPlant a non - invasive 
alternative:           
Split - leaf Philodendron

Invasive!

Do Not Plant

Cats Claw Vine
Macfadyena unguis-cati

ÅVine with clinging 
tendrils to 40 ft

ÅTuber -like roots

ÅExtremely invasive 
vine, difficult to 
eradicate

Å Introduced from  
Central America

ÅPlant a non - invasive 
native alternative: 
Crossvine

Invasive!

Do Not Plant
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Air Potato Vine

Dioscorea bulbifera
ÅEvergreen vine growing from 
òpotatoesó

ÅAggressively overtakes & 
shades out trees & shrubs 

Å Introduced from Africa 
ÅPlant a non - invasive native 

alternative: Passionvine

Invasive!

Do Not Plant



Chinaberry
Melia azedarach

ÅLarge tree 
outcompetes natives

ÅLeaf litter alters soil

ÅSpread by birds

Å Introduced from Asia 

ÅPlant a non - invasive 
native alternative: 
Sugarberry hackberry

Invasive!

Do Not Plant
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