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The gardens are designed and maintained by 
Master Gardener volunteers as educational tools to 
demonstrate plant materials and landscape schemes 
suitable for the Coastal Bend. The gardens are open 
weekdays, free to the public.

Coastal Oaks 
Demonstration Garden

The Children’s Garden

Granny’s  
Prairie Garden

Ginger Easton Smith
County Extension Agent
Agriculture/Natural Resources

For more information and application forms contact:
Texas A&M Agrilife Extension Service - Aransas County

892 Airport Rd.
Rockport, TX 78382
Phone: 361-790-0103

Email:  aransas-tx@tamu.edu
Website: www.aransas.agrilife.org

The members of Texas A&M AgriLife will provide equal opportunities 
in programs and activities, education, and employment to all 
persons regardless of race, color, sex, religion, national origin, age, 
disability, genetic information, veteran status, sexual orientation or 
gender identity and will strive to achieve full and equal employment 
opportunity throughout Texas A&M AgriLife.

Aransas/San Patricio Master Gardeners



Who are Texas Master Gardeners?
Master Gardeners are members of the local 
community who educate the public regarding 
environmentally responsible and sustainable 
horticultural practices.

What really sets Master Gardeners apart from 
other home gardeners is their special training in 
horticulture.  In exchange for their training, people 
who become Master Gardeners contribute time 
as volunteers, working through our Texas A&M 
AgriLife Extension office to provide horticultural-
related education to our community.

Four great reasons to become a Master Gardener
1. Learning Earth-Kind gardening practices that 

conserve water, protect the environment, and 
help you select plants that look great and thrive 
in our coastal region.

2. Sharing what you have learned so people of all 
ages in our community can benefit from your 
experience and expertise.

3. Waking up each day to a beautiful landscape, 
flower bed or vegetable garden – thanks to 
the practical and in-depth training you will 
receive.

Do you have an interest in gardening and enjoy sharing your knowledge? . . .

. . .  Then the Master Gardener Program may be for you!

4. Master Gardeners enjoy the camaraderie and 
friendship of others who share their interest, 
gaining horticulture knowledge and giving 
back to the  community.

What Is Required to become a Master Gardener?
Training
No gardening experience is required to apply 
for Master Gardener training - just a desire to 
increase horticultural knowledge. 

Once accepted into the Master Gardener program, 
you will attend a Master Gardener training course. 
Classes are taught by Texas AgriLife Extension 
Service Specialists, Agents, and local experts.

The program provides a minimum of 50 hours of 
instruction on topics such as attracting wildlife 
using native plants in your landscape; water 
conservation; ornamental trees and shrubs;  
insect, disease, and weed management; soils and 
plant nutrition; vegetable gardening; home fruit 
growing; propagation; composting and lawn care. 

The training is offered in Aransas County each 
year in the fall.  The class meets Tuesday afternoons 
August through early December.

Volunteer Commitment
Participants are required to volunteer a minimum 
of 50 hours within one year of completing the 
classroom training portion to earn the title of 
“Texas Master Gardener.” 

The County Extension Agent determines which 
community projects will qualify for volunteer 

hours. The projects will vary according to 
community needs, and the abilities and interests 
of the Master Gardeners.

 Master Gardener volunteer service includes: 

• Planting and maintaining Coastal Oaks 
Demonstration Garden

• Answering calls from the public for 
information related to gardening

• Speaking to local groups and conducting 
workshops

• Creating landscape designs for non-profits

• Working with youth at school gardens

• Writing articles for local newspapers

Master Gardeners are representatives of the 
Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service and the 
Texas A&M University System. In all volunteer 
work related to the program, Master Gardeners 
follow the research-based recommendations of 
the Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service

Certification
Participants become certified Master Gardeners 
after they have completed the training course 
and fulfilled their initial volunteer commitment. 
Each year following certification, a minimum 
number of continuing education and volunteer 
hours must be completed to retain the title of 
Master Gardener.


